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Wakefikld.  Dcccraber  i6,  1S76. 

Dear  Sir  : 

At  an  informal  meetincj  of  the  congre.cjation,  held  on  Thanks- 
.■[^iviniTf  Day.  November  30th,  1876,  immediately  after  the  reli^-ious  service.N 
in  the  Congregational  Church,  tiiere  was  an  earnest  expression  of  desire 
that  tlie  sermon  then  just  listened  to.  rcxpL-eting  the  Old  i'a>tors  of  the 
First  Parish,  as  also  a  t'ormer  historical  discom  se  preached  by  you  la.^t 
June,  might  be  preser\  ed  in  ])rinted  form,  for  more  general  circulntion 
and  usefulness  ;  and  we  \vere  appointed  a  conunittee  to  carry  sucii  desire 
into  effect,  if  we  might  with  your  fa\  or  and  consent. 

Pursuant  to  such  commission  and  authoritv.  and  in  accordance  v»ith 
our  own  sincere  wishes,  we  respectt"uliy  solicit  the  use  of  vcnir  manuscripts 
of  the  historical  discourses  referred  to,  for  publication,  knowing  them  to 
be  the  fruit  of  much  labor,  thought  and  research — containing  matter  of 
great  value  and  local  interest — and  believing  this  progressive  generation 
may  Well  pause  a  moment  in  its  swift  career,  and  gain  new  lessons  in 
Courage,  Faith  and  Duty,  from  the  solemn  Voices  of  the  Past. 

Trusting  for  your  co-operation,  and  with  feelings  of  high  respect  and 
warm  personal  regard,  we  are 

Very  Trvily  You<rs, 

LUCIUS  BEEBE. 
GEORGE  R.  MORRISON. 
JOHN  G.  ABORN. 
THOMAS  WTNSHTP. 
GEORGE  W.  ABORN. 
CHESTER  W.  EATON. 

Rev.  Charles  R.  Bliss. 


Wakefield,  Dec.  21,  1S76. 

Dear  Brethren  : 

I  have  received  your  commimication  relative  to  the  historical 
discourses  lately  preached  in  our  Church,  and  sincerely  thank  you  for  the 
kind  terms  in  which  you  have  addressed  me. 

We  honor  ourselves  in  paying  due  respect  to  the  memory  and  the 
work  of  the  worthy  men  whose  places  we  occupy;  and,  since  the  interest 
I  have  felt  in  reviewing  the  long  and  successful  career  of  the  Chiuxh  is  so 
generally  shared,  I  cheerfully  accede  to  your  request. 
Reciprocating  your  sentiments  of  regard,  I  am 

Yours  Truly, 

CHARLES  R.  BLISS. 
Messrs.  Lucius  Beebe,  George  R.  Morrison,  John  G.  Ai?okn,  Thoma.s 
WiNSHiP,  George  W.  Aborn,  Cji ester  W.  Eaton. 


Digitized  by 

the  Internet  Archive 

in  2015 

https://archive.org/details/wakefieldcongreg1644blis 


INTRODUCTORY  NOTE. 


He  wliu  would  understand  tlu'  cliiof  churu(.'t eristics  of  the 
early  life  of  Xew  Enu-huid,  must  study  the  histoiy  of  her 
chiirehes.  Tlie  hiixhest  aets  of  men  uive  to  tfie  worhl  ihc 
])est  ground  for  an  estimate  eonecrnini:-  thi'iu  :  and  the 
churches,  absov})inu-  tis  thicy  did  anxious  thought,  i)atient  toil 
and  iinscltish  endeavor,  are  mirrors  in  which  we  may  see 
clearly  rctiected  tlie  characters  of  our  fatliers.  rnha[)[)ily, 
they  who  make  history  do  not  always  Avrit;:'  it  :  and  we  there- 
fore lack  desirable  facilities  for  tracing  I  he  church  life  of  the 
Puritans.  The  records  of  the  first  cliurch  in  AVakelitdd, 
thou2:h  nearlv  continuous  are  not  full,  and  are  whollv  silent 
upon  various  matters  a.hout  which  the  church  was  Avith  sister 
cliurclies  dee[)ly  interested,  '^'et  the}'  disclose  a  sutKcient 
number  of  leading  facts  to  giv  e  very  clear  imprecsions  of  the 
Droit'ress  of  the  church,  the  character  of  the  ministry,  tin* 
(piestions  which  at  various  times  agitated  it,  and  the  tone  (;f 
belief  and  feeling  by  which  it  has  l>een  characterized. 

This  volume  had  its  origin  in  the  (juickened  historieai 
spirit  of  the  centennial  year,  .V  discourse  upon  the  history 
of  th<^  church  was  pre[)ared  and  preached,  whcji  it  was  found 
tiiat  the  material  at  hainl  demanded  another  sermon.  A  Com- 
memorativ{>  ( fallnning,  to  wliich  the  colouirs  oj*  1  he  chureh  in 
adjoining  towns,  and  the  ehun  he.-  of  this  jjlacc,  were  invited 
to  send  representatives,  vras  held,  and  speeches  and  letters 


ni:ide  the  occasion  mcinora])lc.  It  was,  as  previous  coitps- 
pondeiice  indicates,  thought  hcst  to  preserve  what  had  been 
rescued,  and,  as  an}^  chan<;-e  of  form  iirthc  material  prepared 
woukl  he  attended  with  some  sacrifice,  the  discourses,  some- 
what extended,  :irc  printed  as  they  were  preached.  A  brief 
account  of  the  gatherinu'  folh)Ws.  .Mindful  of  the  pk'asure 
which  the  discovery  of  an  exact  picture  of  the  church  as  it 
was  in  l()7l>,  or  177(),  woukl  have  given  ns,  we  have  att(nn[)t- 
ed  to  give  a  picture  of  its  condition  in  I^^IC)  for  the  pleasure 
of  our  successors,  to  whom  we  send  herewith  our  cordial 
salutations. 


CONTENTS. 


1.  — A  Sketch  OF  THE  Church. 
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CONCERNING  THE  CHURCH. 


Joiix  4,  o<S — OtJier  men  lahoreih  and  ye  are  entered 
into  their  lahors. 

This  clay  is  this  scripture  I'liitilled  in  your  ears.  Look 
around  you.  Let  your  eye  glance  u])  and  down  tliese  ])leas- 
ant  streets,  npon  these  puldic  huildings  and  private  dwellings, 
and  over  these  cultivated  gardens  and  outlying  farms  :  and 
then  go  hack  two  hundred  and  thirty-two  years,  and  look 
again  ahout  you.  Kocks  and  tangled  thickets  till  the  courses 
qf  these  smoothly-gravelled  highways.  The  public  commou 
with  its  graceful  elms,  the  lields  now  leveled  and  fruitful, 
and  the  very  sites  of  thes(^  comely  houses,  are  wild  with 
cedars  and  hemlocks ;  while  marshes  stretch  liither  and 
thither  between  these  lakes,  and  the  Indian  and  the  wild 
beast  dispnte  with  each  other  the  right  to  possess  that  which 
neither  can  hold.  AVhat  a  contrast  is  this  !  It  is  as  w  id(»  as 
that  between  civilization  and  barbarism.  Do  we  ask  who 
were  its  authors?  AVe  are  compelled  to  answer  that  we  are 
not.  Other  men  labored,  and  we  have  entered  into  their 
labors.  AVhat  those  labors  were,  in  all  their  variety  and  dif- 
ficulty and  com})lcteness,  it  were  impossil)le  to  comprehend. 
Every  generation  performed  its  allotted  share.  The  felling 
of  the  forests,  and  the  organization  and  growth  of  the  munici- 
pality, the  school,  and  the  church,  proceeded  sinndtaneously, 
and  when  one  generation  rested  from  its  toil,  its  successor, 
with  motives  e({ually  piuv,  and  courage  e(|uaily  strong,  st('i)- 
ped  into  its  place. 

Bearing  in  mind  the  variety  of  the  labors  of  those  first 
generations,  you  will  not  expect  me  to  s})eak  of  all  (lei)art- 
ments  of  their  work.  The  accom[)lish(Ml  historian  of  the 
town  has  produced  an  invaluable  volume,  in  which  nuuiicipal 
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and  social  atiairs  are  presontcd  ^vitli  irreat  iidolity  :  l)iit  il  did 
not  fall  within  tlio  scope  of  that  Avork  to  trace  the  chiircli 
life  of  Yoiir  fathers.  This,  i  propose,  to  some  extent,  to  do. 
Shonld  any  one  say  that  this  is  l)iit  the  centennial  year,  ani 
hardly  justities  one  in  ii'oing  back  more  tlian  twic(^  one  hnn- 
dred  years,  I  reply — tlic  valne  of  the  centennial  year  con- 
sists, chiefly,  in  the  fact  that  it  revives  tiie  historic  spirit  ; 
and  when  one  a"oes  ixick  as  far  as  to  tlie  g-rand  period  of  the 
Eevolution,  he  can  hardly  fail  to  a'o  hack  to  the  ^'rander  pe- 
riod signalized  hy  the  Hrst  consecration  of  this  laml  to  civil 
and  religious  freedom. 

Xot  far  from  the  year  llU^.  a  small  coin])any  of  peojde, 
some  of  whom  had  Jnst  arrived  from  England,  and  other>  of 
whom  had  heen  a  hrief  time  in  the  country,  left  the  slh-lter 
of  friendly  homes  in  Lynn,  and  plant(Ml  tiicmselNcs  on  this 
spot.  Too  few  in  nnmher  to  form,  at  once,  a  church,  they 
waited  till  the  Autunni  of  1()44,  -'  or  that  of  1^45,  Avlien 
fresh  accession.s  enabled  them  to  fulfil  their  purpose.  I  w  ill 
read  to  you  from  the  ancient  record,  as  traced  by  a  hand  that 
more  than  two  lumdred  years  a£i'o  '^brn'ot  its  cumiini?','*  the 
names  of  those  brethren: 

Francis  Smith.  Lient.  ^Marshall  and  his  wite. 

]\[rs.  Green.  Eliz.  Wiley. 

Will.  CoNvdrey  and  his  \y\U\    EHz.  Hart. 

John  Pierson.  and  his  wife.      Lidia  Lakin. 

Bro.  Dunton.  Eliza  Hoopei-. 

George  Davis.  Zach.  Fitch  and  his  wife. 

Thos.  Kendall  and  his  wife.     Will.  Eaton  and  his  wife. 

Thos.  Parker  and  his  wife.      dohn  Ijatchelder  and  his  Avite. 

AVilliam  II()oi)er.  Will.  .Martin. 

Mary  Swain.  Thos.  Bancroft. 

Joan  INhirshal!.  Jonas  Eaton  and  his  wife. 

Thos.  :\hirs!rill.  Judith  Pool. 

Sister  ^hirtin.  Al)igail  Damon. 

Thos.  Hartshorn  and  his  \\  ife.  Lieut  Smith  and  his  wife. 

Edward  l'avh)r  and  his  wife. 


*  The  exact  ilatt;  of  tho  roinidin;,'  of  flic  clmrch  is  iii  <lonl>t.  In  f  ivoi-  of  i>l;i;;iiv^  it  in  tlio 
yoiir  IG-U.  there  :uitlii>vir y  as  follow-.i:— cit  Tni'lition  in  the  rliurrli.  Rev.  Kirliard  Drown  . 
writing  in  IT'JO.  nu-ntiMnH  tiiut  year.  Tlu'  Bi-centennial  ceU'bration  of  tlie  cluufli  was  oh- 
served  ill  184*.   (.l>)  Jolmsou,  tlio  author  of  Tlio  Woudur  Working;  Providence,  publislied  in 
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It  would  pivo  us  o-rcat  satisfaotiou  to  know  tlic  i)roeiso 
spot  where,  with  ])rayoi"  and  p.>ahu  and  solemn  covenant, 
thev  detliealed  themselves  to  Ood  and  to  each  other,  it  Avas 
prol)ahIy  on  the  street  now  caHed  ^Vlhion.  not  far  from  its 
i'astern  end.  Hut  to  the  genuine  New  Enuiander  trutli  is 
mon*  important  tlian  any  dress  it  may  wear,  and  covenants 
are  more  sacked  than  any  phices  iu  which  they  may  have 
heen  taken;  and  althoiiiih  avc  know  iiot  the  precise  spot 
where  the  founders  of  this  ehurch  plodi>-cd  themselves  to 
<'ach  other  and  to  Christ,  we  do  possess  the  exact  words  in 
which  they  did  so.  Inasmuch  as  few  of  you  have  ever 
heard  the  articles  which  for  more  than  a  hundred  years  serv- 
ed this  church  as  Ijoth  creed  and  covenant,  1  will  quote  a  por- 
tion of  them  : 

"We  give  up  ourseh  es  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Clirist,  to  be  ruled  and 
guided  by  him  in  the  uiatler  of  his  worship  and  iu  our  wiiolo  convcrsn- 
lion,  acknowledging  him  not  only  our  alone  Saviour,  but  also  our  King 
to  reign  and  rule  over  us,  and  ouv  Prophet  and  Teacher,  ])y  his  word 
and  spirit.  Forsaking  all  other  teacher-^  and  doctrines  which  he  has  not 
commanded,  we  wholly  disclaim  our  own  righteousness  iu  point  of  jus- 
tification, and  do  cleave  unto  him  for  righteousness  and  life,  grace  and 
glory.  ^ 

We  do  farther  promise,  by  the  help  of  Christ,  to  walk  with  our  breth- 
ren and  sisters  of  the  congregation  in  the  spirit  of  brotherly  love,  watch- 
ing over  them  and  caring  for  them,  avoiding  all  jealousies,  suspicions, 
backbitings,  censurings,  quarrelings,  and  secret  risings  of  the  heart 
against  them,  forgiving  and  forbearing,  and  yet  seasonably  admonishing 
and  restoring  them  by  a  spirit  of  meekness,  and  set  them  in  joint  again 
that  have  been,  through  intirmity,  overtaken  in  any  fault  among  us. 

We  resolve,  in  the  same  strength,  to  approve  ourselves  iu  our  partic- 

h'>^A,  (^ives  1W4  as  the  ilutc.  As  lie  was  an  iiibabitaut  of  the  iieigblKfring  town 
of  Woburn,  ho  would  be  likely  to  know  the  fact,  (c)  The  early  authorities  of  the  Colony 
wereojtjiojieti  to  the  incorporation  of  a  town  till  a  church  had  been  formed;  and  the  town 
wa'*  certainly  incor[»orated  in  1044.  In  favor  of  1G45,  the  chief  autliority  i.s  Gov.  Win- 
thiop.  lie  gives  in  his  history  Nov.  ',,  1G4.>,  as  the  date.  He  is  followed  by  Ilubbavd  and 
Sj^otlord.  But  he  also  gives  the  date  of  the  incorporation  of  the  town  as  1G45.  Since  the 
ns  i.rd  of  the  General  Court  proves  this  to  have  been  an  error,  it  is  fair  to  infer  that  lie  was 
ojuiilly  astray  respecting  the  date  at  which  the  church  was  gathered.  From  some  source 
i»ot  easily  as<  ortaine<],  a  mistake  has  been  forn»erly  made  regarding  the  nund)erof  churches 
lhat  were  formed  in  tlie  Colony  before  this  one.  Jolinsou,  mentioned  above,  says  that  this 
the  twenty-fourrli.  The  order  was  as  follows :— Salem,  Charlestown.  J>o^che^<tor,  llos- 
t  »n.  Twiixbury,  Lynn,  Watertuwn,  Cambridge,  Ipswirii.  Newbury,  Cambridge  2d,  C9ncord, 
nin^'liuui,  iJedham,  Weymouth,  Rowley,  Uaiuptoii,  Salisbury,  Sudbury,  Braintree,  Gloiu  es- 
'«  r,  lK>vt.  r,  Woburn,  Beading. 


1^ 


10 


ular  callings,  shunning  iillcness,  not  slotliful  in  business,  knowing  that 
idleness  is  the  Ijanc  ol"  any  society.  ^\7ither  will  we  deal  hartUy  (.r 
opprcssingly  with  any  wh'.  rein  we  are  the  Lord's  stewards  ;  promi.-ing 
to  the  best  of  our  abilities  to  teach  our  eliildren  the  good  knowledge  of 
the  Lord,  that  they  also  m;iy  learn  to  fear  him  and  serve  him  with  us, 
that  it  may  go  well  with  them  and  with  us  forever."' 

With  such  venvs  r.iul  promises,  they  might  ^vell  anticipate 
what  wc  bchohl  in  the  fiiltilmcnt  of  the  passag:e — ''The  wil- 
derness and  the  solitary  phi-.^e  shall  l)e  ulad  for  them,  and 
tlie  desert  shall  rejoice  and  !)lossonras  the  rose.*'  The  for- 
tunes of  the  infant  church  vrere,  on  the  whole,  prosperous. 
Its  num])ers  increased,  thougii  its  pastorate  was,  during-  the 
first  eighteen  years,  twice  interru])ted  by  deatli.  Tliongh 

\  the  early  records  are  In-ief,  they  attest  Y(^ry  plainly  two 
facts.  The  discipline  of  the  chiu'ch  was  very  carefnl ; 
and  its  members  were  fully  alive  to  questions  in  which  all  Ihe 
churches  of  the  colony  were  interested. 

Every  generation  has  its  own  peculiar  and  vexing  diliicul- 
tics  with  which  to  deal ;  and  the  iirst  and  second  generations 
iu  the  Xew  England  churches  had  their  full  share  of  them. 
The  chief  of  these  grew  out  of  the  unsettled  mutual  relations 
of  civil  to  religious  affairs.  To  explain  this  ditHculty  it  is 
necessary  to  revert  to  a  certain  imderlying  idea  wdiich  moved 
our  fathers  to  come  to  these  shores.  Their  ambition  was  to 
found  a  Ciiristian  state ;  and  the  best  method  of  doing  it 
awakened  impiirics  upon  which  the  leading  minds  among  them 
expended  long  and  anxious  thouglil.  Their  conclusions  at 
length  took  sha[)e  in  the  priiu'i[)le  which,  in  11)^)1,  the  Cren- 
eral  Court  framed  into  a  law  that — IIk^  rhjld  of  vofln'j  shoidd 
he  voiifined  to  m(nnJ)cr.'<  of  cJun-cJics.  ^Mistaken  lis  avc  now 
see  the  conclusion  to  li;ive  been,  we  have  no  right  to  impeach 
the  motives  r)f  thos(^  who  i-eaclied  asid  adopted  it.  Jn  the 
nature  of  the  case,  h(n\'e\  cr,  it  could  not  stand.  Tlu^  re(juire- 
ments  for  entering  tiie  churches  were  rigid.  There  were 
Avorthy  and  conscientious  [)iM)p!e  who  could  not  ent{u*  them, 
and,  what  was  still  more  portentous  iu  tln^.  fears  of  the  first 
mend)ers,  many  of  tiieir  own  eliildren  did  not  iiicline  to  cn- 

.  ter  them.    Deep  solicitude  was  at  length  awakened,  not  only 
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in  ]\r;issfichiisotts,  l)iit  also  in  Connocticnt ;  nnd  a  synod  was 
ronveiKHl  iii  Ijoston  in  l()o7,  to  (^xamiiio  t1io  wliole  snl)jcct, 
and  advise  the  i'luuviios  upon  it.  The  concliisions  of  that 
synod  were  uiitortunate.  Xot  .sec^inir  tho  Avisdoni  of  wliolly 
separating  elnirch  and  state,  they  attempted  to  meet  the  dif- 
iieulty  })}'  devisina'  a  moditied  kind  of  ehuvcli  nieml)ei'sln'p — 
one  to  which  Scri[)turc  u'ave  no  sanction,  and  one  the  work- 
ing of  whicli  proved  most  disastrons.  They  decided  that 
the  baptized  children  of  ehnreli  memhers  might,  ])y  a  siin[)le 
declaration  of  th(Mr  helief  in  the  Bihh.}  and  the  religion  of 
Christ,  without  any  ex[)eriment:il  knowledge  of  religion,  be 
acconnted  memhers  of  the  chnrcli  in  so  far  as  to  entitle  tliein 
to  have  their  childriMi  l)a[)tized,  whicli  wonld  also  invest  them 
with  the  right  to  act  in  [)iihli('  aiiairs. 

This  decision,  invoh  ing  as  it  did  a  wide  departiu-e  from 
grounds  previonsly  occn[)i(Ml,  encountered  powerful  opposi- 
tion from  the  ehnrclies,  and  especially  from  the  laity.  An- 
other synod  was  called  tive  years  later,  embracing  among  its 
members  the  pastor  of  this  clmrch — llvx.  Samuel  Hangh — 
and  the  decision  was  re-atHrmed.  Soon,  as  we  learn  from 
our  records,  it  Avas  ])rought  before  this  church  for  their  judg- 
ment— for  it  was  never  the  custom  of  the  churches  to  accept 
any  decrees  of  synods  or  councils  till  they  had  themselves 
examined  them. 

The  propositions  and  the  result  of  the  action  of  this 
church  are  recorded  as  follows  : 

**  The  minds  of  the  brethren  beinn^  tried  as  to  the  practice  of  the 
children's  duty  to  own  tlie  covenant  in  order  to  their  children's  baptism, 
themselves  not  in  full  communion — (1)  It  was  propounded  in  a  church 
meeting  whether  confederate  visible  believers  in  particular  churches, 
and  their  infant  seed  whose  next  parents  one  or  both  arc  in  covenant, 
;iro  acknowledged  according;  to  Scripture  to  be  the  approved  members 
of  the  visible  chun-h.  (2)  ^^'llctIlcr  the  infant  seed  of  the  church,  be- 
ing members  of  the  same  cluuch  Avith  their  parents,  are,  when  they  are 
adnlt  or  grown  up,  personally  under  the  watch,  discipline  and  irovern- 
mcnt  of  that  ciiurch.  (;»)  ^\'iiether  such  persons  not  admitted  to  full 
communion,  l)eing;  without  such  furtlior  (pialitications  the  word  ot 
(iod  re«[uireth  tiiei-eunto,  Tct  nt'vci'liii'ie-s.  they  under.-taiidinLT  the  doc- 
trines of  filth,  and  j/idilii'ly  profcs>in.g  tlicir  assent  tlicrt^unto,  not  scan- 
dalous in  life,  and  sulemidy  owning  liie  covenant  before  the  church, 
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wherein  they  give  up  themselves  and  their  children  to  the  Lord,  and 
subject  themselves  to  the  ;Lrovernment  of  Christ  in  the  church,— their 
children  are  to  he  l)apti/.ed.  * 

The  propositions  Avere  voted  and  passed  on  the  amrmative  part. 
The  brethren  consented  thereto  by  their  silence,  and  aftern-ards  by 
their  usual  sign,  ncminc  contradiccntc.'''' 

At  first  sight,  the  conchiding  portion  of  the  third  ot"  tiierse 
articles  Avouhl  seem  to  be  siitheieiitly  stringent  to  exchi(k3  all 
from  the  chureli,  save  sneh  as  professed  conversion  :   ])nt  it 
was  not  so  interpreted.    The  condition  to  fidl  comnumion  was 
a  narrative  of  personal  experience,  describing  the  speeial 
reasons  the  candidate  coidd  present  for  believing  himself  a 
Christian.    A  formal  act  of  owning  the  covenant,  and  ac- 
knowledging God,  and  su])mitting  to  the  government  of  the 
church,  was  held  to  l)e  consistent  with  the  denial  that  one 
Avas  an  actual  disciple  of  Christ,  in  the  2sew  Testament  sense. 
Hence,  a  person  could  be  a  member  of  the  chnrch,  while 
neither  he  nor  others  believed  he  Avas  a  Christitm.    Jn  ado})t- 
iug  this  plan,  those  usually  far-sighted  men  did  not  s(>e  that, 
in  the  p]'ocess  of  time,  many  Avoidd  be  introduced  into  the 
churches  Avho  Avould  have  no  sympathy  Avith  the  doctrines 
preached;  nor  did  they  forecast  the  time,  Avhieh  actually 
came,  Avhen  a  Avide-spread  defection  from  the  old  standards 
Avould  take  place.     Resorting  to  a  human  contrivance  to 
strengthen  the  churches,  they  made  them  Aveak.    AVitli  all 
they  had  learned,  they  did  not  yet  understand  that  the  fewer 
connections  the  gospel  has  Avith  anything  that  appeals  to  the 
ambition  or  self-interest  of  men,  the  more  vigorous  will  be 
its  life,  and  the  steadier  Avill  be  its  adA^ance.    But  they  were 
striking  out  a  new  path,  and  having  the  benefit  neither  of 
the  experience  nor  the  mistakes  of  others,  their  failure  but 
shows  that  they  Avere  men. 

Descend  now  oiu5  full  century  from  that  time.  You  reach 
the  year  17()'> — ten  years  before  the  opening  of  the  Kevolu- 
tion.  Great  changes  have  occurred.  All  the  tirst  settlers 
are  gone,  and  the  third  generation  till  their  places.  The  for- 
ests haA^c  disa[)peared  ;  comfcnlable  dwellings  have  been 
erected  ,  and  roads  have  been  built.    The  lir&t  small  meeting 
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ln)usc  luis  given  place  to  one  of  more  pretending  a^^peet, 
.-laiuliiiir  a  little  to  the  nortli  and  ^\e^t  of*  this  s[)ot — a  huild- 
iniT  already  ancient  and  dilapidated,  and  destiried  in  three 
years  from  that  time  to  yield  its  place  to  the  structnre  within 
u  hose  well-kept  frame  we  are  to-day  sitting.  It  is  the  i^nd 
day  ot'  September — a  week  day  ;  l)ut  the  ehnrch  is  open,  and 
the  saddled  horses  standing  ahont  the  do(n-  indicate  that  some 
mt'eting  is  in  progress.  W  e  enter,  and  find  oarselves  in  a 
!>ll^iness  meeting  of  th(.'  old  church.  The  chairman  is  Dea. 
IJenjamm  Brown,  senior,  whose  son,  also  a  deacon,  is  des- 
tined ten  years  lattn*  to  he  a.  member  of  the  tirst  provincial 
Congress,  a  Colonel,  and  aftcr\Nard  a  General  in  the  army. 
The  secretary  is  Dea.  r>r(nvn  Emerson — the  grandfather  of 
your  old  pastor,  K*ev.  Ivcnhen  Einerson.  There  are  Ban- 
crofts and  Temples  and  XichoUses  present.  AVe  learn  from 
their  remarks  that  Parson  IIol)l)y  had  two  months  before  de- 
parted this  lite,  and  that  they  liad  just  observed  a  day  of  sol- 
enm  fiisting  and  [)rayer.  They  have  now  assembled  to  dis- 
cuss a  grave  matter  of  church  administration.  From  other 
sources  we  know  that  great  uncertainty  of  religions  opinions 
was  prevailing.  The  seed  planted  one  hundred  years  before 
Avas  bringing  forth  its  fruit.  And  this  meeting  was  held  to 
determine  the  proiuu-  answer  to  be  given  to  two  (piestions. 
One  was — whether  it  would  ])?  safe  for  them  to  receive  new 
members  while  without  a  pastor.  And  the  other  was  — 
whether  it  would  not  l)e  wise  to  gutird  the  door  of  the  church 
by  a  stringent  doctrinal  creed.  I  cannot  repeat  the  speeches 
that  were  made  npon  that  occasion,  but  I  ean  state  to  you  the 
result  reached.  As  to  the  tirst  point,  they  voted  to  receive 
members,  but  directed  the  Deacons  to  examine  them  and 
"receive  satisfaction"  from  them;  and  decided  that  when 
such  candidates  Avere  to  be  received,  an  ordained  minister 
should  be  invited  to  adndiuster  to  them  the  covenant.  The 
second  (piesti()n  they  answered  by  voting  that  Ebenezer  Nich- 
ols, Ks([.,  Dea.  Samuel  l>ancrol't  and  Lieut.  John  Temple, 
should  be  a  comniittee  to  confer  with  Rev.  Peter  Clark  of 
Hauvers,  and  Kev.  Eliab  Stone  of  N'o.  Ivcading,  and  draw 
up,  with  their  {is.-ir.tance,  a  Confession  of  Eaith.    Pour  weeks 
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later  timt  coiniuittoci  roportcd  to  tho  cluuvli :  and  tlic  ci-ccd 
then  coiistruclLMl  nnd  adopicd  is  tlio  vi'vvd  of  this  c-hiircli — 
iiiialtored  ^nvv  in  two  or  thi-ec  lines — now  in  use."  What- 
ever may  he  oiir  u'eneral  views  alu)nt  the  us'jfnhiess  ot"  creeds, 
it  eannot  ])ut  hei<^-hten  oui-  impressions  ot' the  lidetity  to  their 
eon\ietions  of  those  men,  that,  "without  prom[)tini4-s  from 
elerieal  sonrees,  they  attempted  to  stem  the  tide  that  w.'is,  as 
they  thouii-ht,  tlireatenini:-  the  safety  of  their  ehureh.  They 
took  the  responsibility  th:it  lu'longed  to  them  ;  and  in  tiie 
times  of  diseussimi,  and  rupture  of  ohl  ties  that  not  h)nu-  af- 
ter came  to  many  churches,  this  was  unmoved  and  innnova- 
ble.  V  . 

It  may  proj^erly  he  admitted  tliat  the  zeal  for  sound  doc- 
trines which  at  that  time  was  becoming  very  stronu'  in  the 
hearts  of  many  ministers  as  well  as  hiynien,  sometimes  car- 
ried tliem  to  rather  al)snrd  h'naths.  An  entry  in  the  reecu'ds, 
made  tAvo  years  before  ^Ir.  lIob])y  died,  in  his  hand- writ inir, 
reads  as  follows — -'Iieeeived  letters  missive  from  ^Nlarbh^- 
head,  desirina"  assistanee  at  the  instalhition  of  ^Ir.  AVitherell, 
but  being  a  stranger  to  the  gentleman,  his  experiences  and 
his  principles,  voted  not  to  send/'  The  next  year  this  entry 
occurs — ''Eeceived  letters  missive  from  the  ord  chmch  in 
Salem,  desiring  assistance  in  setting  apart  ]Mr.  Htmtingt(m 
to  the  work  of  the  ministry ;  but,  ])eing  unacquainted  with 
the  gentleman,  liis  principk\s,  morals  and  experience,  voted 
not  to  send."  Mr.  IIob])v  was  well  known  throughout  the 
province  as  a  disciple  and  defender  of  AVhitetield,  and  liav- 


*  It  lias  hecoiiic  so  coniiuou  amoii^;  clmrclics  to  recast  their  crecils,  that  it  may  sec  n 
stran<,'i>  that  any  oliiirch,  profrssiii;:  to  lie  ahrea^t  with  the  au'e,  sliouM  coJiteiit  itself  with  a 
ciiifossiou  (latiiiLT  back  ll'J  years.  In  rcy.ly  it  may  he  said— (1)  The  ;>astors  and  nienihers  uf 
this  eliiurli  have  never  thought  r!i;>t  their  en-ed  should  \>':  disc  irdt-ij,  eitlier  because  its  lan- 
;;uam!  was  l>oeniMiii'4  aiitii|iiated,  or  IilC  iiisi- siMiie  of  its  iiiii'iii  ati.'iis  liid  uni  <juiti.'  a'::ri  i! 
with  nindi  rn  t  lirol().;ii  al  notions.  cJ)  Tlie  tiavnr  of  a'j;e  ah  )ut  ir  plL-ascs  thmi.  '-n  Tlie 
wisi' men  iindcT  V,  1m-  adini'iisrrati.iu  ir  \v:is  iiitrndii'  ed  \\  iM-i>  ri)i>  wis  ^  ti)  tliink  tliat  a 
teehnieal  efi  cd  <iii,'ht  rver  to  t>e  used  on  tho  adniissioTi  of  ineiiilirr?.  For  that  jmrnose  tlioy 
believed  thi'  c-'vetiant  siiiticirnr.  Tlie  ehiirch  lias  never  i)arsiir  I  any  uther  method.  Karli 
can  iidaie  ri  i-.dvis  a  copy  of  tlie  creed  wlien  ]»<•  is  cNamiiKd.  and.  acrnriiin'^  lo  a  .iraiidiii^ 
rnlf,  if  he  c\{»resses  no  diss(>nt  bi'fore  tlie  tiuie- fir  his  imlilic  rri'.'[iMi)n,  lie  is  held  to  liave 
tjive-n  it  his  u'*'nei-alfndorscmcnt.  Tlic  churcii  his  never  bilii!\rd  tiiai  aii  iiir«lliitn:d  as- 
S:'nt  to  <lo;,niias  should  be  min'j,le  l  with  a  pr.tl\'ssi.)ii  of  allc'j;iaih'e  to<;hrist.  Jft'iu  e.  it  has 
itevtT  felt  itself  f  jic  li.  by  the  incon^^niit ics  winch  otliers  fcol,  to  <  li  in^'c  its  cree<l.  Nor  has 
it  ever  been  adiu mislied  by  t'.io  creopin;jj  in  of  litiesiea,  that  its  method  waa  vin.Nafe. 
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iiig  siifTercd  some  perscciitioii  on  tlmt  account,  it  was  not 
-tranixe  that  he  should  ho.  on  his  iiiiard  against  endorsiui:-  iiu- 
iit  men  as  ministers  ;  l)ut  hiciv  of  personal  ae(|Utdntanee  with 
them  seems  a  im)ov  reason  why  he  shoukl  not  sit  upon  eoun- 
ciN  caUed  to  judge  of  their  (jiialiHcations.  Dirriui:-  th(}  intei- 
val  ])etween  the  ])astorates  of  'Mr.  IIol>hy  and  .Air.  PnMitice, 
the  church,  on  cue  occasion,  Avent  so  f;ir  in  its  solicitude  as 
{(>  fail  of  its  ohject.  Kavinii-  heard  Kev.  Jolui  Lathrop,  they 
liked  him;  ])nt,  fearini^-  the  leaven  of  het(^rodoxy,  they  ])ass- 
cd  the  foUowini;'  vote — '"That  the  church  doth  niahc  choice 
of  Mr.  John  Lathrop,  provided  his  principh's  of  relin-ion,  and 
methods  of  ehurcli  government,  agree  with  this  chui-ch. 
Voted — that  the  Deacons,  with  CoL  Xichols  and  John 
Temple  and  ^Iv.  Xatlianiel  Emerson,  he  a  connnittee  to  join 
with  Eev.  ^Iv.  Joseph  Emerson  of  ^hdden,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Eohie  of  Lynn,  and  the  Kev.  ^Iv.  Stone  of  Xo.  Keading,  to 
examine  ISlv.  John  Lathroj->,"  The  re-ult  was  favorahle  to 
lus  orthodoxy,  hut  not  to  their  desires  ;  for  when,  after 
subjecting  him  to  such  an  examination,  tliev  gave  him  a  call, 
he  declined  it.  It  is,  hoAvever,  far  ])etter  that  m(Mi  should  so 
prize  great  privUeges  as  to  go  too  far  in  defending  them, 
than  tiiat  they  should  lose  them  l)y  ])rizing  them  too  little. 

It  is  quite  im[)ossil)le  for  Christians  living  in  times  like  our 
own,  when  denominational  lines  have  ])ecn  drawn — after, 
rather  than  ])efoi"e,  theological  hattles — to  a])j)reciat(>  tlic  un- 
easiness of  tliose  living  just  before  such  division.  Conscious 
of  increasing  ddferences  of  opinion,  and  not  knowing  Avhitli- 
er  views  thought  to  be  errors,  and  yet  vigorously  defcnd(Hl 
hy  good  men,  would  lead, — such  persons  Avould  naturally 
become  very  Avary,  and  at  length  grow  so  eager  in  the  de- 
fence of  imi)ortant  doctrines  as  to  create,  rather  than  heal. 
<livisions.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  nob])y,  Avho  seems  to 
have  adhered  to  the  position  of  donatlian  Kdwards.  that  only 
converted  persons  have  a  right  to  })artake  of  the  connmmion, 
—a  position  then  Avidely  denied— ;i  division  arose  in  this 
church,  in  conse(iuence  of  Avhich  the  cehd)rati()n  of  the  ordi- 
nance was  for  a  time  suspended.  A  brief  record  informs  us 
<jf  the  fact ;  but  records  arc  sometimes  the  more  significant 
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for  their  hrovily,  and  this  is  >iifhci(  iitly  so  to  justify  mo  in 
(iuotinii'  it. 

At  a  meotitiii- of  the  (•hiiirh,  Sept.  i,  ITliS,  Dca.  Saniuel 
Bancroft  being  :\[oderator.  the  ehureh  voted — ''That,  whevv- 
as  wo  have  for  a  eoiisideral)k^  lime  i)ast  lived  in  iie.i^leet  of 
the  Lord's  Su[)per,  by  means  of  sone.'  perpU'xiiio-  (•ireum.>tan- 
ecs  atteL ding  our  atl'airs.  we  imiicdly  hiimble  ourselves  Ix^foi-e 
(rod  for  onr  sinfid  neghv-t,  and  imph)i-e  forgivcMiess  through 
the  l)lood  of  at(Miement.  and  grac'c  t'ov  tlie  i"iiture  to  honoi- 
Christ  l)y  a  e:ireful  attendance  on  aJl  his  onlinanees  :  an.d  onr 
purpose  is,  by  the  leave  of  Providence,  to  attend  the  holy 
supper  with  all  eonvcmient  speed,  lioping  there  to  meet  with 
Christ,  and  sit  togetiier  as  friends  and  I)rethren,  forbearing 
one  another  and  forgiving  one  another,  as  (iod  for  Christ's 
sake  hath  forgiven  ns."  Fewer  ehnreh  diiliculties  would  \  (^x 
the  hearts  of  men  if  >ueli  a  spirit  eouki  be  brought  to  hear 
upon  them. 

The  position  of  this  ehureh  during  the  early  part  of  its  his- 
tory Avas  one  of  greater  relative  importance  than  that  which 
it  has  maintained  since.  Being  the  tirst  church  established 
within  a  circuit  of  several  miles,  it  was  the  centre  of  more 
extended  intluences.  The  churches  of  Lyim  on  the  east, 
Charlestown  on  the  south,  and  AVoburn  on  the  west,  were 
the  nearest  it ;  whik-  there  was  ncnie  on  the  north.  The  peo- 
ple settling  in  tliat  pari  of  Chark'stown  now  covered  hy  the 
towns  of  Melrose  and  Sroneham,  in  that  ])arl  of  Tynn  now 
called  Lynntield,  and  over  aU  the  tract  eml)racing  the  towns 
of  Reading,  Xo.  Reading  and  A\'ilniington,  came  here  to 
worship.  In  none  of  these  places,  however,  had  the  nunil)er 
of  members  increased  suttic-iently  to  justify  the  TbrmatioJi  of 
other  chuj-ches  till  the  ye;n-  ITi^O — >e\  ('nty-six  yeiirs  after 
this  church  was  Ibi-nuMl.  Tlic  mend)ership  of  this  had  then 
reached  2.')<> — a  hirger  number  than  it  has  e\  cr  attained  since, 
till  verv  recently.  Tiic  year  I7i'*)  was  signalized  by  the 
sendinu'  forth  of  two  colonii^s — that  of  Lyniilleld.  and  that  of 
No.  Heading.  In  172i>  the  church  in  Stoneham  was  tbrmed, 
and  in  17^>i>  that  in  W  ilmington,  chietly  from  this  chinvh  : 
while  it  was  not  till  the  year  1770,  (u-  Il^U  years  after  this 
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cluircli  >vas  formed,  thnt  tlu'  Old  South  i\)  ivondin--  \mi.s 
tnblislKHl.  Tho  foi-nint ion  of  the  clmrch  last  iiaincd  was  ;i 
♦>Teat  «»Ti(>f  to  this.  It  took  from  it  mcmhers,  amoiii:-  whom 
were  many  of  the  ^vi>est  and  Jxvst  of  its  mmihcr.  Il  would 
now  ho  tliouu-ht  very  stnmii-e  should  auy  oiu^  >ui:Li-e<t  that  the 
]KM)])]e  of  that  town  sliouhl  eome  to  rliis  to  attend  church, 
for  even  some  of  our  own  school  di>tricts  arc  thouiilit  <|uit<; 
too  far  away  to  pci-mit  their  luliahitauts  to  come  hither  to 
Avorsin'p.  liut  our  fathers  ]iad  dih'crcut  i(h  as.  Physically, 
they  re(|uired  less  nuisiuii'  than  W(>  :  aud  i)erhaps  th(^ir  miuds 
were  less  uneasy,  tlieir  teui[»ers  less  impatient,  tlu-ir  fiith 
more  steady,  and  tlu^ir  ])i-ineiples  l)etter  estal)li>hed.  Cer- 
tain it  is,  that  excrcis(^  A\  hich  ^\  as  ])la\'  to  them  is  toil  to  u>, 
and  fatiiiue  which  they  did  not  notice,  becomes  an  attack  oi' 
almost  fatal  disease  to  their  children.  They  were,  however, 
suseeptihle  to  the  iutiueuces  of  inch^neut  Aveather.  for  there 
is  one  entry  in  the  record  which  informs  us  that.  c()ntrary  to 
the  ]i)astor"s  \vish,  a  church  meetinu'  Avas  once  held  in  his 
kitchen,  because  of  the  "shar[)ness  of  the  ])resent  eohl."" 

This  church  did  not  ceas(>  to  enrich  other  church(\s  Avhen 
lier  own  particular  colonies  had  all  been  sent  forth.  It  is 
anion<>*th(»  arraniicments  of  Divine  Providence  that  some  of  the 
most  intluential  thiniis  we  do  -aw  those  done  contrary  to  (nir 
own  wish.  It  was  by  no  means  a  pleasant  thini:-  to  the  old 
church,  but  nevertheh'ss  it  was  a  very  useful  tliini:-,  that 
the  Baptist  church  in  this  town,  three  quarters  of  a  centuiy 
aii'o,  took  a  i)ortion  of  the  streniith  and  vitality  of  this 
body.  The  2"(>'^p<d  as  })reache(l  by  the  ])astors  of  this 
church  is  in  the  \-ery  life  blooil  of  families  Avhich  liave  fur- 
nished many  of  the  most  honored  and  iuHuential  membei's  of 
that  church.  As  a  matter  of  church  [)ride  we  should 
i:'lad  if  those  faiiiilies  ^\■vrv  still  identilied  with  u>,  but  in  a 
broader  view  it  is  no  douht  hettcn-  that  they  base  ])eeii  led  to 
enter  tmother  porti(»n  ol"  the  comnjon  vineyard.  There  may 
have  been,  in  former  times,  a  ru})tur(^  of  old  frieiulships,  and 
a  loss  in  some  dei^ree  of  christian  charity  and  brotherly  love, 
but,  on  tlu^  whole,  the  cause  has  rained.  And  if  we  can  but 
pri^serve  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bon-l  of  j)eace.  tlie  a])- 
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propriate  work  of  cliurclios  M  ill  jnoro  llioroiio-lily  (}om\ 
and  the  hopes  of  ciii-i>tiaiis  w  ill  wrvWc  a  more  ample  fullil- 
nieiit,  from  tlu*  divisions  which  a  former  i:-eiieratioii  Aviliiessed. 
Ihe  Universalist  ehnrdi  in  like  manner  received  mneh  from 
this,  though  without  its  eonsent  and  against  its  })role>r  ;  yet 
lor  all  the  ^i^ood  which  that  church  has  aecomj)lished  this  is 
quite  as  ready  to  tliank  (  iod  as  though  it  were  done  hy  itself. 

Though  there  liave  ])een  great  changes  in  tliis  ehureli  since 
its  establislnnciit,  >  et  it  is  evident'  from  many  facts,  that  the 
love  of  change,  for  its  own  sake,  has  never  heiMi  one;  of  its 
failings,  Changes  in  it  have  l)een  as  gradual  as  those  iu  the 
general  hahits  of  the  p(K)pIe.  Should  you  allow  your  imagina- 
tion to  carry  you  ])ack  one  hundred  and  twenty-Hve  years  you 
would  see  in  the  pulpit  a  venerahle  ]>redecessor  of  mine,  liev. 

ni.  lIol)])y,  Avith  powdere(l  wig,  and  gown  and  hands.  .Vhout 
him  you  would  perceive  an  odor  of  sanctity  and  authority 
Avhicli  the  clergy  of  modern  days  tind  it  quite  imt)os-ilde  to 
obtain.  The  Deacons  would  he  sitting  near  the  pul])it  in 
places  of  honor,  and  a  flavor  of  sacredness,  somewhat  milder, 
but  still  very  marked,  would  emanate  from  them.  The  con- 
gregation Avould  be  seated  according  to  ideas  of  priority  and 
seniority — the  more  grave  and  wealthy  and  revered  ()ccu[>y- 
ing-  pews  which  the  deference  of  the  people  luid  permitted 
them  to  cushion  and  ornament,  while,  in  carefully  estimated 
rank,  the  less  rich  and  intluential  are  assign<"d  to  seats  corre- 
sponding to  their  degree.  'fi thing  men,  ever  ready  to  mag- 
nify their  otHce,  t)reser\'e  decorum  among  the  young  peo])le. 
and  drive  out  the  dogs.  The  scri[)tur<'s  ha\ c  no  i)Iace  in  the 
church,  and  are  ncA'cr  r(\ad.  ( )ne  of  the  <ieacons .leads  the 
hynms  line  by  line  as  they  are  >img.  The  sermon  is  from 
one  to  two  hours  long,  and  the  prayers  are  but  little  shorler  ; 
and  when  the  ser^■ice  is  onci',  tlie  people  i-eiain  rheir  seats 

*  UiiiiLT  .tatcof  17:;ii.  thr  i.aii.sh  parsed  the  following  :  ••\u.-^.  Tlu.r  lU'iil  K>IaU-  :ind 
Ago  -Mti  the  two  tir!<t  ;uwl  i-liictVst  rules  to  I'V  in  s.-atiiiLnln-'  iiki  lin,'  hnii>r."  Tht-ii  th.-y 
<le«'lnml  by  vote  tliar  cortain  ]n.i>(>iis  w  lio  bail  alt.  iiiiittd  lo  obtain  cli'.,'ibl«.'  souts  in  roiitru- 
veiitiou  of  that  iislf,  woic  actiii;;  ■•ilisoi<ii  rly,""  aiui  ouieiid  liina  to  bn^.k  to  thrir  t'oMnt-r 
pew  s.  One  of  tho  iiioti.  not  wishiii-'  to  have  mu  !i  a  sti,L'ina  re^t  ui.oii  bis  icpufalioii.  !.roii;rht 
the  matter  bi'lbre  the  no\t  piaisli  nioetin;.;,  autl  in  euti.-'iiieiatiun  of  the  laet  that  ho  liad 
s't'urti  Wiore  expemicil  money  on  tlie  pew,  ilio  dls^jraee  was  by  \  o(e  innoveil. 
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while  the  })aisoii,  with  stately  tread,  Avalks  clown  the  aisle, 
reeog-iii/iiiu:  hy  a  tnniuil  ])oAr  r]\c  ^\■(n^{\\  ni'  .^oiiic  prominent 
parishioner,  and  impressino-  ]),it  the  iirevereiit  with  tiie 
soleniiiity  of  j-eli^ioii. 

You  need  not  \)v  told  that  all  this  assumption  of  superiori- 
ty and  portioninu-  out  of  di-iiity  has  passed  away.  I'ut  it 
faded  out  naturally.  Tlici-e  was  no  fonndation  in  ]<olilieal 
theories  or  [)re\  ahMit  ideas  of  liunian  (Mjuality,  for  distinctions 
of  this  nature.  Till  the  Ke^ointion.  tlier<'  was  a  hope  con- 
stantly a>>ertini;-  il>cif.  and  conslaritly  proving-  it.>e!f  futile, 
that  some  way  would  he  deA  i>cd  to  create  an  aristoerae}'  in 
this  huuh;  and  that  pride  Avhieh  could  find  n(»  other  theatre 
went  into  the  churches,  and  soui^ht  to  create^)rders  tliere. 
]>ut  the  soil  of  thi>  country  ue^-er  would  produce  certain 
kiiuls  of  fruit,  and  this  was  one  of  thein.  The  levelliuii-  ])ro- 
CC8S  ])egan  when  the  colonies  were  founded,  and  thouu'li 
many  families  w  ith  courtly  ideas  foui^ht  against  it,  the  con- 
test Avas  us(dess.  Tlx'  Ivevolution  was  the  culmination  not 
alone  of  political  theories,  hut  of  social  as  Avell.  Powdered 
Avig's  Avere  throA\  Ji  aside.  Formal  distinctions  that  had  lived 
Avitli  ditheulty,  died  easily,  and  men,  hoth  iu  churches  and 
out  of  them,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  oidy  thinir  that 
can  elevate  one  ahoA'e  another  is  suhstantial  Avorth. 

]^ut,  though  some  thiniz-s  have  chani>-ed  in  the  administra- 
tion of  church  alfairs,  others  have  not.  You  haA'c  already 
heen  reminded  that  the  creed  of  the  church  is,  almost  Avoi'd 
for  word,  the  same  that  Avas  adopted  112  years  au'o. 
There  are  other  thing's  that  have  had  a  still  longer  life.  Up- 
on the  admission  of  mend)ers,  as  you  hnow,  avc  ask  of  thei  i 
jiAvritten  or  oral  public  ndation  of  their  christian' experience. 
This  practice  is  unknown  in  many  churches,  aiid  prohahly 
Avill  he  found  i'.i  hut  few.  Slmnld  you  trace  the  history  of  it 
you  Avould  go  hack  I'.'T  y(>-;irs.  and  you  would  fall  U[)on  a  cu- 
rious record  Aviiich  states  that  some,  liaving  on  account  of 
some  ^veakncss  com[)lained  tlial  they  could  not  make  their 
^•relations  before  many.""  the  <  hurch  Avas  asked  whether  it 
would  release  them,  but  refused  to  do  so.  The  liberal  ideas 
(»f  ^Ir.  ri-(ujtice  led,  one  hundred  years  later,  to  the  suspen- 
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sion  of  llie  practice  for  ii  time,  l)ut  the  more  conservative 
views  of  Mr.  Kmersoii,  who  foHowed  liim,  pi-ociired  its  re- 
instatement, and  no  one  lias  interfered  with  it  since.  The 
introdnction  of  singin<>-  ''l)v  rule"  sa\'oied  so  nmch  of  poi)ery 
ill  the  estimation  of  some,  that  the  i)ast()r,  Kev.  Ixichard 
l>rown,  ventured  to  favor  it  with  great  care.  Tuder  date  ol' 
1722  'le  desci-ihes  Avith  great  ])art icularity  tlie  ste])s  he  took. 
The  account  will  he  found  in  the  town  history,  I  ntil  one 
hundred  years  ago  the  liihle,  for  a  similar  reason,  >vas  never 
read  in  chnrcli  ;  l)ut  the  gift  of  a  handsome  folio  copy  In' 
Maj.  Xathaniel  Harher  of  Boston,  led  to  the  adoption  of  the 
pi'actice.  Eighty-six  years  ago.  the  I'ule  of  iin  itiug  mem- 
bers of  other  churches  picsent  at  a  connnunion  season  to 
participate  in  the  service,  was,  hy  a  formal  vote,  estab- 
lished. 

For  convenience  in  managing  the  go\ernmeiit  of  Congre- 
gational churches,  the  ])ractice  has  become  nniversal  o\'  ap- 
l)ointing  yearly  a  Church  Committee,  charged  ^\'\th  the  duty 
of  attending  to  the  s])iritual  interests  of  the  body.  This 
imiovation  was  mad(^  in  this  chui-ch  in  the  year  l(S2;i.  The 
arguments  for  it  seem  to  Ikia c  been  thoroughly  canvassed, 
and  the  Church  voted  unanimously  to  establish  such  a  com- 
mittee, dethiing  at  th(*  same  time  somewhat  minntely  its  duties. 

Social  customs  always  ailect,  more  or  less,  ecclesiastical  in- 
terests ;  and  it  cannot  fail  to  surprise  us,  to  know  that  when 
Mr.  Hobby  Avas  installed,  the  occasion  demanded  the  pur- 
chase of  a  full  harnd  of  wine,  it  will  snrprise  us  less  to 
know  that  discipline  for  drmdvcnness,  even  Avhen  prominent 
chnrch  nuMnbers  were  the  culprits,  was  not  of  rare  occur- 
rence. Tt  Avas  a  h)ng  time  before  the  churches  understood, 
if  indeed  they  yet  understand,  that  of  all  the  foes  of  religion, 
the  use  of  intoxicating  driidvs  is  the  worst. 

This  evil  sometimes  gave  rise  to  nice  (piestions  ot  casuistry 
in  the  church.  In  the  year  1  T.'iO  Brother  Bryant  accused 
lU'other  Damon  Of  slander  in  caHiiig  him  a  drunkard.  A 
church  meeting  Avas  held.  ]>ro.  Damon  persisted  in  charg- 
ing Bro.  Bryant  Avith  druidccnness.  The  record  proceeds, 
''Bro.  Bryant,  though  he  disowned  thi^  chai'ge  (»f  hai)itual 
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(InnikcDiiess,  yet  soriued  disposed  to  acknowledo-e  tlmt  lie 
liad  been  ovei-tnkeii  with  The  >iii  ot  (lruiikenne>s.  provided  it 
might  be  thought  ;tii  ime[iri>riaii  proeedure  in  any  to  call  him 
a  drunkard  upon  sneh  ackno^dedgnient.  AVliereupon  the 
church  passed  a  vote  that  it  woiiid  be  hjoked  upon  as  some- 
thing unehristinn  and  unjustihahle  to  call  liro.  I:r\ant  a 
drunkard  upon  his  acknowledgment."  lie  tlien  acknowl- 
edged and  was  restored  to  '■eharitv/*  The  ehureh  assented 
to  his  pro[)08al,  tliat.  if  they  vrould  stigmatize  it  as  unchrist- 
ian to  call  liim  a,  Ihorou-'h  drmdv'ard,  lie  would  confers  that 
he  had  been  a  modified  (hw.  The  church  fultilled  its  part  of 
the  contract;  lie  fultilled  hi>  :  and  the  charge  of  slander  was 
suffered  to  rest. 

Some  one  has  said  that  the  best  evidence  of  tlie  falthful- 
iie.ss  of  ii  church  is  to  b(^  foiuid  in  its  records  of  chaj-ity. 
Judged  by  this  rule,  this  church  has  ]>een  faithfid.  It  re- 
iiieiu])ered  with  generous  contributions  its  poor  members,  its 
colonies,  and  other  churclies,  oxen  as  remote  as  South  (  ar- 
olina.  In  recent  times  it  has  given  liberally  to  missions, 
both  houie  and  foreign.  During  several  successive  years  its 
charities  have  exceeded  a  thousand  dollars  yearly. 

If  christian  patriotism  be  another  sign  of  tidelity,  the 
church  has  at  A'arious  trying  periods  given  it.  .V  goodly 
mmd)er  of  its  membei-s  nw  found  upon  the  rolls  of  soldiers 
engaged  in  the  Fixuich  and  Indian  war,  that  of  the  liiwolu- 
tion,  and  that  of  the  Uebellioii.  One  of  its  ])rouiineut  mem- 
bers-— Col.  Ebene/er  Nichols — coumiauded  a  regiment  in  the 
French  war,  and  another — Dea.  Ileujamin  Jirown — was  a 
Colonel  in  the  Re^  ()lutionary  war,  and  afterward  a  lirigadier 
General.  Several  others  attained  the  rank  of  Captain.  The 
pastor  of  the  church  in  177r).]Jev.  Calcl)  rr(qiti<-e.  shoul- 
dered his  umskct,  and.  foliowcd  by  niany  (d*  his  tlock.  ]iai- 
ticipated  in  the  Concord  tight,  while  this  meeting  house 
served  as  a  [)iace  of  storage  Ibr  a  larn'c  amount  of  army  sup- 
])ru\s  ])rought  from  Salem,  and  afterward  removed  to  AVater- 
town. 

The  church  has  enjoyed  many  revivals,  one  of  the  most 
ineniorable  of  wliich  occurred  in  the  year  iNHo.    'Hie  parish 
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had  become  divi(l(Hl  iu  tliooloo'ical  sentiinoiits.  Mr.  Pi-entice, 
^vh()  died  in  Fe])ninry  ot'thnt  year,  lind  preached  tlie  ^-(Mieral 
system  of  reliirious  belief  that  Dr.  Chamiinir  afterwards  ehil)- 
orated.  Thouii-li  he  Avas  ])erso!ia]]y  hehncd  )»y  tlie  entii-e 
eommmiity,  some  of  the  c-hureh  did  not  accept  liis  views, 
and  wididrcw  to  iieiLihboriiiu-  ciiurchcs.  lie  Ava^,  d()ii])tless, 
sustained  ])y  the  majority  of  liis  peopk\  Px'fore  the  year 
(•h)sed,  and  whih'  a  more  decided  advocate  of  liberal  ^^(nvs 
was  preach inu'  as  a  candidate,  the  yonnu'er  ])orTio]i  of  the 
con <iTegat ion  were  snddenly  and  mysterionsly  moved  by  dee}) 
religious  feelinu'.  The  incumbent  of  the  pulpit  vtis  not  in 
sympathy  Avith  it,  and  soua'ht  to  arrest  it,  whereupon,  those 
^yho  were  awakened  went  from  his  meetinii*  to  one  which  a 
few  people  of  the  llaptist  persuasion  had  just  conmienced. 
This  movement  alarmed  the  church;  the  candidate^  was  re- 
lieved from  duty  ;  and  a  pastor  was  souii-ht  who  should  ])v 
acceptable  to  the  new  element.  If  it  be  asked,  therefore, 
why  a  church  that  had  for  a  full  2(uieration  be(Mi  educated  by 
a  pastor  who  was  a  rnitarian  in  theology,  and  was  itself  prob- 
ably inclined  to  accept  the  same  faith,  became  so  strongly  and 
'vigorously  orthodox,  the  ojdy  reply  is,  that  man  bad  very 
little  to  do  with  the  matter.  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  took  it 
into  his  own  keeping  and  decided  it.  Of  later  revivals, 
doubtless  the  most  general  and  fruitful  one  was  that  in  1S75, 
when  sixty  persons  united  with  the  church  In'  ])rofession. 

The  Church  has  beiui  careful  to  detinc  its  position  on  vari- 
ous important  (jU(^stions.  In  ls:\2  the  members  voted  unan- 
imously to  resolve  th'>m>elves  into  a  Sabhath  Association 
based  on  the  following  ailicle  : — ••Believing  that  all  worhlly 
business  and  travelling  ou  the  Christian  S-ibhath.  except  in 
eases  of  piety,  necessity  and  mercy,  and  all  worldly  visiting 
and  anuisements  on  tliat  tbiy  are  contrary  to  the  divine  will, 
and  ijijurious  to  the  >ocial,  civil  and  religious  iutei-ests  of 
men,  we  aii'iee  that  nvc  will  ab>tain  from  all  such  A'iolations 
of  the  Sabbtith  and  will  endeavor  to  [jcrsuade  oiu'  families 
and  others  to  do  the  same." 

In  lf<'Vd  th.e  church  i)assed  the  following  vote  :  "-'I^elieving  . 
that  the  common  use  of  ardent  spirit  is  inconsistent  with  the 
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cliristian  cvhamcter,  Ivesoh  cd  tiiat  Ave  Avill  admit  none  into 
our  bodv  ))Mt  those  avIio  hold  to  total  aljstineiicc  from  it  ex- 
cept as  a  medicine."  .Vs  this  position  Avas  taken  in  tlie  early 
days  of  the  tenipci-ance  reformation,  it  proves  that  thi'  chureh 
did  not  fear  to  he  radical,  if  its  conception  of  its  dnty  com- 
pelled it  to  he  so. 

C()n<»Te<i'ati(nial  churches,  tlnniiih  inde})endent  in  oiic  sense, 
are  not  so  in  jmotlier  :  an^l  this  church  has  ever  cnltivated  in- 
timate rehitions  with  sister  churches.  The  councils  n|)on 
which  it  has  been  called  to  sit  have  heen  multitudinous.  Jt 
has  ])eeu  sunnnoned  to  churches  far  and  near,  to  deliberate 
on  all  sorts  of  ecclesiastical  questions.  The  most  prominent 
of  these  councils  Avas  tlui  famous  one  Avhieh  dismissed  Jona- 
than Edwards  of  Xortham])ton,  Avhich  Avill  l)e  noticed  more 
atlen<:t]i  in  the  succeedinu'  sermon.  Kev.  William  iro])hy,  one 
of  the  old  pastors,  Avas  esteemed  a  Avise  man  in  his  day,  and 
so  onerous  became  the  demand  for  his  services  that  the 
eliurcli  A^oted  on  one  occasion,  that,  as  they  had  luH-ome  so 
deeply  concerned  in  the  ditticulties  of  other  churches,  they 
Avould  not  acee[)t  an  invitatit)n  that  had  l>een  sent  them. 
That  there  Avas  weight  in  the  voice  of  the  church  appears 
from  the  followini>-  curious  record  made  in  the  year  174-S. 
*'The  Second  church  in  ri)swich  lieinii;  oti'ended  Avith  the  First, 
and  Inmnii',  to  no  i)urpose,  endeavonnl  to  compromise  the 
matter,  then  proceeded  to  administer  lettei's  of  admonition, 
which  not  answeriuij:-  the  desiii-neil  end,  they  proposed  to  send 
letters  to  others,  ])articularly  to  the  1st  church  in  Ixeadini:-, 
(AVakeheld,)  desirinu' them  to  l»:ick  or  second  the  admonition. 
Accordin.iily  i  laid  the  matt(U'  Itefore  the  church,  Avho.  con- 
siderini^-  the  importance  of  the  case,  desired  that  the  matter 
might  be  deferred  till  the  n(>xt  Lord's  day;  Avhen,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  matti'r  beinii'  rounii'd,  not  seeinu'  sutiicient 
reasons  to  izrant  the  pniyer  of  the  })etition,  they  voted  in  the 
nei>'ativ(>."  Th<'  diurch  was  reaily,  Avhen  ask(Ml  by  a  church 
U)  assist  in  settiini:-  its  own  <liiliculties.  to  do  so:  but  whi'U 
asked  to  iritermeddle  in  the  allairs  of  another  chui'ch,  it  un- 
derstood ( 'oni^reiiationalism  (jtiilc  too  Avell  to  do  it.' — a  de- 
*Msion  resting  on  principles  sound  enough  to  justity  them- 
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selves  even  af  the  i)res('iit  day.  riuler  the  pasiorate  of  .Mr. 
Kniersoii  tiic  church  wa-  rcpnv^eiited  upon  councils  that  in- 
staUed  Di-.  (iritiiii  avvi  the  Park  Street  chureli,  and  Dr. 
AVlsiier  over  the  Oh]  South  in  lioston  ;  and  that  ordained 
the  missionaries  Hall,  'ilioiupson  and  Parkei-.  A\^ifhin  a  few- 
years  it  has  ])cen  represented  n})on  the  council  that  instaUed 
Dr.  Ivaiikin  in  A\'ashiuL[t(jn.  D.  ('.,  and  u[)on  the  Ad\  isoiy 
Council  in  Brooklyn,  \.  Y. 

The  nK'thixl  of  conductiuLi"  ordinations  in  early  times  was 
dill'erent  from  that  pm-sued  now.  The  candidate  ])reach<Ml 
his  own  sermon.  In  the  diary  of  dndii-e  Sewail  there  is  this 
entry:  "Attended  the  ordination  of  liev.  liiehard  lirown 
at  Iveadinii-.  l\h\  IVrown  preached  welL"'  At  an  earher  day 
Mr.  Pierpont  d()uf>th'ss  ])reached,  his  own  sermon,  since  he 
jrivcs  the  name  of  Dr.  Cotton  thither  as  givinir  the  ciiaru'e, 
l)iit  says  nothing"  about  the  preacher.  .\t  ^Ir.  IFohi^y's  oi'di- 
nation  Dr.  Apph-ton  of  (  amleridge,  a  man  of  note  in  his  day, 
preached  the  sermon,  and  years  lati'r  he  <x'avv  tiie  char<!"e 
at  j\h'.  Prentic(fs  ordination.  Oji  that  occasion  the  preacher 
Wiis  Dr.  Adams  of  lioxbiuy.  At  the  (dose  of  tlie  enti'ies 
irivinii"  th(^  order  of  services  when  ]\Ir.  I[ohl>v  and  ]\[r.  Pren- 
ticc  were  inducted  into  otHce,  this  sentence,  in  the  hand 
writinu'  of  each,  occurs — "]\lay  he  obtain  mercy  of  the  J^ord 
to  be  found  faitliful."  I'pon  thic  council  that  sctthnl  Mr. 
l\cn])en  Kmerson.Pev.  Dr.  ^^'orcester  of  Salem,  who  pro1)a- 
bly  preached  the  sermon,  and  Pev.  ]Mr.  Chickerini;-  of  ^^'o- 
bnrn,  father  of  our  honoi'cd  fellow-member,  licv.  Dr.  J.  ^^^ 
Chickerinif,  were  called.  At  the  ordination  of  Mr.  .Vlfre<| 
Emerson,  Prof,  ivalpli  Ejnerson  of  Andover  Seminar\' 
])reached,  aiid  at  that  of  ?^lr.  Hull.  ivcv.  Dr.  A.  L.  St(»ne  of 
r>oston  preache<l.  At  the  in>talh](ion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  the 
preacher  was  Prof.  Austin  Phelps  of  Andover,  and  at  that  of 
tlie  [)resent  pastor,  licv.  Dr.  J-].  X.  Kirlv  preached,  and  b*e\'. 
Dr.  P.  vS.  St{»rrs  of  Ih-ainiree  madi*  the  in.-lallinu'  ])rayer. 

The  time  allotted  to  me  is  so  fir  consumed  that  I  nmsi  d('- 
fer  to  another  occasion  what  J  had  intended  to  >ay  about  the 
old  ministers  of  the  church.  Peservini:-  for  that  time  brief 
sketches  of  the  tirst  eijiht  pa>tors.  \  will  liive  the  names  of  all 
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who  have  been  settled  liere,  with  the  years  upon  which  they 
l»t'gan  and  ceased  to  act,  adding  notices  of  the  hiter  pastors  : 


Cea.sed . 

Key. 

Henry  Green, 

1G45- 

-164<s 

Rev. 

Samuel  Ilauii-h,  - 

1(348- 

-n;62 

Key. 

John  Brock, 

1662- 

— 168S 

Key. 

Jonathan  Pier[)ont, 

168>5- 

-1709 

Key. 

Kichard  Jirown. 

1711- 

-1732 

Key. 

William  ]r()])1)y, 

1733- 

-1765 

Key. 

Caleh  Prcnth-e, 

1769- 

-1803 

Key. 

Keuhen  Emerson, 

1,S04— 1850 

Key. 

Alfred  Emerson, 

1845- 

-1853 

Key. 

Joseph  I).  Hull, 

1853- 

-185(; 

Key. 

Joseph  1>.  Johnson. 

1<S57- 

—IS  CD 

Key. 

Charles  1^  IJliss, 

1.S62 

Key.  Alfred  Emerson,  after  a  pros])erous  ministry  of  seven 
and  a  half  years,  found  his  health  to  ])e  im[)aired,  and  re- 
signed. Soon  he  was  invited  to  become  a  Professor  in  A\'est- 
eni  Keserve  CoUege  ;  and  after  remaining  in  that  ])ositioii  a 
few  years,  preferring  tiie  duties  of  a  pastor,  he  resigned,  and 
settled  in  South  Ijerwick.  ^le.  Thence  he  was  called  to 
Fitchburg  in  this  Slate,  where  he  was  highly  successful  dur- 
ing a  pastorate  of  twelve  years.  He  now  resides  in  Lan- 
caster. 

Key.  Joseph  1).  Hull  did  not  remain  long  as  ])astor.  Dif- 
ticnlties,  arising  from  incongruities  between  that  Avhich  was 
old  and  that  which  was  y(nmg,  led  him  to  resign  at  the  end 
of  two  and  a  htdf  years.  He  became  a  teacher  in  Comiecti- 
cut,  and  in  Xew  York  City,  where  he  still  resides.- 

Key.  Joseph  B.  Jolmson  was  a  successful  minister  whik' 
here.  He,  however,  soon  resigned  and  engaged  in  bu>iuess. 
Keturning  to  the  ministry  again,  he  was  settled  in  L'xbridge, 
iuit  soon  entered  into  business  a  second  time.  41ie  later 
portion  of  his  career  has  not  fultilled  the  promise  of  the 
earlier. 

During  the  administration  of  these  later  pastors,  the  usa- 
ges and  instrumentalities   of    the  church  have  undergone 


slight  chaiii»-(\s.  The  Sabhath  Sch(>ol,  cstahlished  in  is  18. 
fostered  in  its  ilrst  >ta2'es  l)y  Mr.  Emerson ,  beeaine.  under 
tlie  su}X'rintendence  of  i)ea.  Aaron  Jhyant — extendinir  over 
a  period  of  thirty  years — an  institnlion  of  <zi*eat  vahu*.  All 
th(^  sueeeedini;-  ])astors  luive  iiiven  it  ^varm  .sym[)athy.  and 
(h^pended  miieh  n]ion  it.  Prayer  nieetinus  have  reeeived 
2'reat  attention,  and  the  eansrs  of  Teniperanee.  ^Missioir^,  and 
Charity  nnder  various  tornis.  Iiave  absorbed  nnieh  of  their 
time,  study  and  streniiHi. 

The  church  lias  adhered  lo  the  belief  thai  Deacons  sliould 
be  permanent  otlicers  ;  and,  among  the  forty  members  Avho 
have  served  in  that  ca[)aeily,  a  large  majority  have  died  in 
office.    The  number  of  members  who  have  bcdonged  to  the 
church  cannot  be  detinitely  ascertained,  but  it  exceeds  eigh- 
teen hundred.    Of  course  I  c^uuiot  speak  of  families  that 
have  from  early  times  been  identified  with  the  church  ;  of  the 
Smiths  and  the  Cowdreys,  the  Parkers  and  the  Swains,  the 
Harts  and  the  Emersons,  the  Ilartshornes  and  the  Pools,  the 
AVileys  and  the  Eatons,  the  Damons,  Patehelders  and  (ioulds, 
and  others  equalh"  honorable.  A\'e  know  less  of  them  than  we 
wish  we  knew,  yet  something  regarding   them  remains. 
Their  highest  praise  consists  in  the  good  Avork  they  left  ])e- 
hind  them.    They  found  this  spot  a.  wilderness  ;  they  left  it 
a  fruitfnl  field.    They  Avere  a  toiling,  carefnl,  frugal  people, 
who  prized  possessions  nuivh,  ])nt  character  more  ;  who  loved 
independence,  but  gladly  acknowledeged  their  dependence 
upon  God  ;  who  had  battles  to  light,  and  in  lighting  grew 
strong.    To  suppose  them  destitute  of  failings  would  involve  a 
grave  error  ;  but  it  would  involve  a  graver  one  to  snppose  that 
they  did  not  hunddy  lament  their  mistakes,  and  ask  God  to 
forgive  them.    They  had  tlieir  conflicts — civil  ar.d  ecclesiasti- 
cal— and,  if  they  contended  earnestly  for  the  faith  once  deliv- 
ered to  the  saints,  it  can  hardly  ho  denied  that  they  sometimes 
contended  for  points  in  whieh  the  faith  was  not  involved,  and 
tlie  temper  of  the  saint  wa-  not  ilhistrated.    Yet  their  histo- 
ry and  work  prove  that  that  which  grew^  out  of  their  stnrdy 
English  resolution  ;  that  Avhich  was  personal  and"  perhaps 
sooietlmes  opinionated  in  them,— wa:^,  ou  the  wdiole,  subor- 
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dinatcd  to  that  wliicli  Avas  cliristiaii  and  consecratod  to  the 
public  li'ood. 

As  we  sliouJd  expect,  some  deseeiidaiiv^  of  those  early 
families  have  h(>come  proiniiieiit  in  the  world.  AV'e  lind 
in  our  list  of  Dcnrojis  three  of  the  name  of  Laneroft — Thom- 
as, Kahfim  and  Sanmel  ;  they  were  all  lineal  ancestors  (U' 
Hon.  (Jeorii-e  iKiix-rol't,  the  leading  American  historian. 
Amonii'  our  memhers  is  the  honored  name  of  John  Dout- 
well ;  he  Avas  an  aneeslor  of  Hon.  (ieo.  S.  Bontwell,  U.  S. 
Senator  from  tliis  State.  Vwy  early  amon^-  our  memhers 
occurs  the  name  of  Dix  ;  Ivalifii  Dix  Avas  prohably  an  ances- 
tor of  Hon.  John  A.  Dix,  ex-fhjA'.  of  Xcw  York.  One  of  (;ur 
earliest  Deacons  Avas  Jolm  Damon  ;  he  Avas  an  ancestor  of  Di'. 
S.  (A  Damon,  now.  and  f  )r  maiiyyears.mi.-sionan'  at  the  Sand- 
Avich  Islands.  Tliomas  Parker  was  one  of  our  early  deacons  ; 
his  Turitan  orliio(h)xy  (hd  not,  though  his  blood  did,  How  in 
the  veins  of  llieodore  Parker.  Thomas  i'^aton  Avas  a  promi- 
nent member  of  the  clun-ch  :  he  was  an  ancestor  of  Gen. 
Joseph  n.  Eaton  of  the  V.  S.  Army.  The  lineaii'c  of  several 
ministers  of  note  may  l)e  traced  into  this  ehurcli.  Among  them 
areEcA'.  Dr.  Jacob  Burnap  of  X.  il.,  Ivca'.  Dr.  Aaron  Bancroft 
of  AVorcester,  liev.  J  )r.  lirown  Emerson  of  Salem,  Bca'.  Dan- 
iel Temple,  missionary  of  the  .Vmerican  Board,  Iwca'.  Alfred 
Emcrsori  of  Lancaster,  and  Bev.  Frederick  S.  AViley  of  X.  Y. 

The  churcli  has  received  at  diiierent  times  A'alualdc  tokens 
of  repird  from  its  OAvn  mem])ers.  Leii'acies  have  been  left  it 
by  Dea.  Jvendall  Parker  in  17,Y),  by  Thomas  B)Urnap  in  177*3, 
and  l)y  Dea.  .\aron  ihyant  in  ls7().  The  ai^-^reii-ate  amount 
of  these  gifts  is  noAV  i>14(H),  the  interest  of  Avliich  is  used  for 
the  relief  of  members  of  the  church  Avho  need  it-,  and  for 
church  ex[)<Mises.  _Vrticies  of  silver  plate  h;iA'e  been  given 
by  Hon.  Atherlon  Ihiu^h,  Lieut.  John  ]\m)1,  Dea.  Xathani(d 
Stow.  Peter  lOmerson,  John  Bratt.  Thomas  .Pool,  K(Mida1l 
(ioodwin,  Dea.  Jonathan  Temple,  Josc[)h  J>urna[^,  fb)nathan 
Nicholls,  Joseph  Hopkins  and  Urv.  Ivcuhv-n  Pmerson.  A 
few  of  the  arti(-lcs  \vvv(\  some  years  since,  for  reasons  that 
Avere  deemed  sudicient,  changed  into  other  forms,  but  most 
remain  as  they  were  given,  and  all  are  in  the  church  service. 
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The  pleasure  of  goiiio- hack  over  the  records  of  a  church 
whose  history  covers  so  many  years  is  no  common  one. 
They  reveal  toil,  surlerinir,  joy.  prayer,  conflict  and  triumph. 
They  admit  us  into  many  homes,  revead  the  secret  of  some 
disgrace,  and  explain,  why.  while  some  families  rose,  others 
receded.  They  show  how  the  i)rosperity  of  i^ood  men  slo^v- 
ly  increased,  and  how  successive  generations  found  growing 
strength  in  the  same  faitli.  As  we  read  them,  we  trace  in 
many  channels  the  good  results  of  tlie  word  of  God.  ^^'(■ 
see  evidences  of  increasing  charity,  desire  to  do  right,  and 
care  in  l)alancing  the  scales  of  Justice  ;  and  the  cojiviction 
gains  strength  that  a  Christian  Chuivh,  standing  hy  itself, 
without  aid  from  bishops  {)r  synods,  is  fully  competent  to 
settle  clitHculties.  preserve  harmony,  keep  the  gospel  pure, 
and  commend  religion  to  men.  AVe  gain,  also,  new  im[)res- 
sions  of  the  power  for  good  which  is  lodged  in  the  hands  of 
a  few  christian  p(H)[)le.  By  a  wise  direction  of  the  affairs  of 
51  church,  giving  due  honor  to  the  institutions  of  religion, 
welcoming  the  faithful  preaehirig  ot'  the  gosjx'l.  setting 
before  men  an  example  of  self-restraint,  generosity,  frugality, 
and  Christian  honor,  they  can  do  nuich  to  mould  that  ])ul)lic 
opinion  out  of  which  Avise  laws,  virtuous  hahits.  and  sound 
principles  s])ring.  The  worth  ot  the  gospel  app<'ars  in  a  new 
light,  and  excites  deeper  feelings  of  confidence  and  gratitud(\ 

From  this  rapid  sketch  of  the  history  of  this  church  we 
may  well  gain  new  lessons  of  fidelity  to  both  (rod  and  man. 
AVIiile  we  do  not  worship  our  fathers,  let  us  not  forget  them, 
nor  leave  incomplete  the  work  they  have  committed  to  us. 
Their  God  is  our  God.  Their  work  is  our  work  :  and  may 
our  record  ho  as  bright  as  theirs. 


CONCERNING  EIGHT  PASTORS. 


Ephesiaxs  4,  11 — And  he  (jare,  mine,  apoMfes:  and  sorne^ 
prophrts;  and  some.  cranf/€lisff< :  and  ,sohie,  ^jcy.^'^or.s'  and 
teachers.  . t ■■'V'.v,,,:; :  p 

It  was  a  mark  of  divine  wisdom  in  Christ  that  he  exalied 
that  wliieh  was  interior  and  spirit nal,  above  that  whieli  was 
exterior  and  tbrmal.  Thouu-h  he  established  a  visible  ehureh, 
he  yet  so  deviscnl  it  that  its  streniith  should  not  lie  in  any 
carefully  adjusted  orders,  or  in  any  irraded  and  ])alanced 
ecclcsiastieal  authority,  but  rather  in  the  truth  of  ^vliieh  it 
was  to  1)e  the  pilhir  and  the  ixi'ound.  Xevertheless,  he  did 
not  omit  to  ])rovide  instruments  through  whose  ageney  that 
truth  should  l)e  brought  often  and  eifectively  to  the  minds  of 
men.  A})ostles,  prophets,  evangelists,  pastors  and  teaehers, 
led  by  his  spirit  and  eommissioned  by  his  providenee,  were 
sent  forth  as  students  of  his  will,  expounders  of  his  lav.',  and 
prcaehers  of  the  good  tidings  of  his  graee. 

These  terms,  used  by  St.  Paul,  do  not  indicate  dctinite  and 
distinct  ranks  in  an  outward  organism,  but  rather  classes  of 
teachers,  often  interminirling  with  each  other,  and  to  be  em- 
ployed as  the  circumstances  of  men,  or  tlie  exigencies  of  the 
cause,  might  require  their  services.  There  are  apostles  now. 
if  the  word  be  used  in  its  literal  sense,  to  denote  those  sent 
forth  as  the  Lord's  messengers.  There  are  prophets,  if  the 
word  be  nsed  in  one  of  its  accredited  meanings,  to  refer  to 
those  skilful  to  expUiin  the  truths  of  religion.  ^Vnd  as  for 
pastors  and  teachers,  the  churcli  lias  never  forgotten  that  if 
the  gospel  is  to  win  the  phice  it  deserves  in  the  faith  and  love 
of  mankind,  it  must  have  a  class  of  men  set  apart  to  declare 
it — men  not  specially  inspired,  nor  consecrated  by  the  laying 
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on  of  apostolic  hands,  nor  clepondeiit  upon  any  ullianco  ^-itli 
earthly  })ower,  but  simply  rcndc^rod  capable  by  the  (U-vo- 
tion  of  time  and  energies,  to  ex[)()nnd  the  gospel,  and  justity 
the  ways  of  iu)d  to  men. 

The  ruritans  of  Xcw  Knglaiid  adhered  with  great  tirnnu-s 
to  this  conviction.  The}'  esteenKMl  the  minister  as,  in  sonic 
respects,  the  mo.-.t  important  personage  among  them,  not  be- 
cause he  assnined  high  ])rerogatives,  nor  becanse  his  olhce 
{nvakcned  their  awe.  but  becanse  he  was  a  more  reliable  in- 
terpreter than  others,  of  the  will  of  llim  in  o])edience  to 
whom  they  had  crossed  the  sea.  The  records  of  this  church 
afford  sufticient  e\  idence  that  its  founders  were  abreast  ^vith 
their  brethren  throughout  the  colony  in  their  devotion  to  this 
Puritanic  and  Chri>ti:in  idea  :  and  its  history,  so  far  as  light 
is  thrown  upon  it  by  the  cha.racter  of  the  ministry  it  has  sus- 
tained, shows  little  det)artnre  from  the  ground  taken  two 
hundred  and  thirty-two  years  ago. 

Of  this  ministry  I  am  noAV  to  speak.  My  plan  will  include 
brief  sketches  of  the  lives  of  the  hrst  eight  pastors,  the  last 
of  whom  rested  from  his  work  at  an  advanced  age,  in 

KEV.   IIENIJY  GKEEX. 

*  This  name  stands  first  upon  the  list.  The  time  and 
place  of  ]\Ir.  (ireen's  birth  are  nnknoAvn.  On  arriving 
in  the  country  he  tir.>t  went  to  ^\'atertown.  15eing  a  young 
man  of  scholarly  habits,  his  services  as  a  teacher  wre  in 
requisition,  ("omiug  to  this  place  as  early  as  the  year  l(i4r», 
though  not  a  uiiui-ter,  the  church  elected  him  to  that  othce. 
thereby  asserting  at  the  outset  the  anti-prelatical  principle, 
to  maintain  ^vhich  they  had  left  their  native  land.  1'he  proof 
of  this  statement  is  found  in  Johnsoifs  ''Wonder  AVorking 
Providenc(\"  Sketchini:-  the  origin  of  this  church,  he  says — 
**The  peoi)le  ordained  (f.  unui.^lci'  from  unionr/  Uicin.o/lrrs — a 
vouni;  man  of  go{>d  aJ>iiities  a;id  very  humble  behavior,  lu' 
the  name  of  (ireen.'"'"'     No  account  of  his  ordination  exists, 

^Cuttoii  Mather,  in  liis  .M;ign:iiia.  \<)i.  1,  F;i-e  :'I4..iiidi!'Ics  >Jr.  Gixcii  aiiioi.!;  {hv^:  xUnv 
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Init  prohahly,  after  the  primitive  method,  the  Deacons  of  ihv 
church  laid  their  liaiids  iqx)!!  liim.  ;nid  sohMimly  set  liiin  apart 
to  be  their  minister.  The  time  of  his  service  was  short, 
for  in  three  years  he  dic^l.  The  i)lace  of  his  hui'ial  i^  doiii)t- 
less  near  us,  ])nt  the  exact  spot  is  not  known. 

•     ■  •  ^     •  ;  liEV.  SAMUEL  iiAucar. 

Mr.  llangh  was  horn  in  Boston.  England,  in  ir)2(),  and 
came  to  this  country  in  1G:M.  His  fatlier,  Hon.  Atlierton 
llaugh,  was  a  man  of  some  iiote,  havinii"  h(>en  mayor  of 
Boston,  Eng.,  and  came  to  our  Boston  as  one  of  the 
Colonial  Assistants.  He  accompanied  liis  pastor,  Ivcv.  /lohn 
Cotton  ;  and  though  a  [)il]ar  of  the  first  church  in  Boston,  he 
Avas  a  disciple  of  ^Vmie  Hutcliinson.  Tradition,  lioAvever, 
does  not  say  that  the  preaching  of  the  son  disseminated 
here  the  antiiiomian  heresy.  The  son  entered  the  first  class 
in  Harvard  College,  ])ut  did  not  graduate.  With  other  })oard- 
ers  in  the  family  of  a  ^Ir.  Nathaniel  Eaton,  in  (  amhridge, 
he  was  subjected  to  severe  discipline  and  short  rations,  and, 
having  made  complaint  to  the  authorities,  a  suit,  which  ^vas 
carried  to  the  (ieneral  Court  and  occasioned  not  a  little  dis- 
turbance, was  tlu*  consequence  ;  and  one  writer  adduces  this 
as  the  prol)al)le  cause  of  his  failure  to  tak(^  a  degree.  He 
this  as  it  may,  the  account  of  the  aifair  Avhich  is  given  at 
length  in  a  confession  of  ^Irs.  Eaton,  which  Winthrop  de- 
tails in  his  history,  excites  a  good  dtnd  more  sympathy  for 
the  boarder  than  for  the  host. 

^Ir.  Ilaugh  began  his  ministry  here  in  KUS,  but.  in  accord- 
ance with  a  practice  then  conunon  and  pursued  long  after- 
ward, he  was  not  ordained  till  two  years  later.  The  church 
then  nund)er(Ml  about  twenty  meml)ers,  and  had  just  com- 
pleted its  lirst  j)lace  of  W()rshi[)  on  All)i(.'n  street.  Mr. 
Haugh,  who  '>vas  a  man  of  W(>:il(li,  having  pr(»pertv  in  !)<)>- 


"oxorcised  their  iiiiiiistr>  fust  in  ICiiLrl.'iiul."'  ami  l.fiMi-ht  Uie  nosp.-I  t.)  tliis  l  ovintry.  As, 
liowevor,  lie  gives  no  laets  alxnit  his  havin.ij;  pieaehftl  iii  Kiii^himl.  un»l  as  ho  l<iio\v  So  little 
of  him  as  to  he  ij;noraiit  of  liis  tirst  uumc,  it  is  probable  that  his  judgment  was  based  rather 
ou  a  ssurmisc  than  a  kuosvu  lact. 


32 


tou,  Ciimbridgc,  nncl  Braintree,  owned  and  occupied  tlie 
ground  ou  which  the  town  hail  and  adjacent  l)iiihlinsi.s  now 
stand.  Tlic  service  of  ]\lr.  J  laugh  continued  twelve  year<. 
Being  in  attendance  upon  tlie  nieniora])le  synod  whicli  was 
held  in  Boston  in  1<)G2,  he  was  seized  with  disetise,  and  died 
in  that  city,  at  the  age  of  fort3'-two. 

We  have  from  his  pen  nothing  save  his  will,  which  is  given 
at  lengtli  in  the  town  history,  and  a  few  pages  in  our  church 
records,  lie  was  master  of  a  very  delicate  style  of  penman- 
ship, of  which,  however,  if  the  reader  Avould  obtain  the  mas- 
tery, he  must  he  very  ]}atient  and  somewhat  inventive. 
Some  of  the  entries  made  by  him,  wiiile  .-howing  a  zeal  for 
church  order  and  })urity,  might  be  thought  to  l)etray  inidiie 
care  for  ministerial  dignity.  • 'High  and  ill  language  given 
to  the  Pastor,"  and  suspicions  that  cei-tain  young  men 
*'langhed  and  jeered  at  the  Minister,"  and  nn,**olfi!nsive  WdoI 
made  and  published  l)y  singing  it/'  were,  in  his  view,  ade- 
quate reasons  for  resorting  to  discipline.  His  station  in  life, 
perliaps,  made  his  ears  too  susceptible  to  possible  shghts. 
His  style  of  expressing  his  thoughts  was  very  accurate  and 
pleasing,  and  the  spirit  by  Avhich  he  ^vas  actuated  seems  tt) 
have  been  a  devoted  one.     i;;Vt  <    ,  ;  \      -  ^ 

REV.  JOnX  BROCK. 

The  successor  of  ^Ir.  Ilaugh  v.as  Bev.  John  Brock,  who 
became  possessed  not  of  his  pul})it  alone.  Upon  an  early 
page  of  the  records  we  read  this  entry  in  his  handwriting — 
»STohn  Brock,  called  by  the  church  to  othciate  among  them 
after  ]\fr.  J  laugh's  decease  at  iioston,  and  dismissed  to  them 
from  the  Dedliam  church,  Avas  joined  to  them  the  Lord's  day 
before  ordination,  and  Nov.  li),  1(5(52,  he  was  ordained,  and 
the  day  atttM',  he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Sarah  Ilangh,  a  widow 
indeed."  Mr.  llaugh  had  died  less  than  six  months  before. 
We  are  not  enlightened  as  to  tlie  reason>  which  h'd  Mrs. 
Hauo-h  to  content  herself  with  so  short  a  widowhood,  thouirh 
we  can  easily  see  why  she  did  not  reject  the  advances  of  such 
a  man  as  Mr.  Brock.  Alone  of  all  the  pastors  of  this  church. 
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he  has  arrivod  at  the  distinctioii  of  liaviiiir  his  name  ([uotcii, 
and  peciditii-ities  desci-iixM],  in  (  yclopjvdias  and  ]ii>T(^ries. 
J?cv.  Cotton  ^hith(U'  Avrote  a  sketch  of  his  life  ;  and  other  ^vi'it- 
ers,  tind  espeeiaily  the  eoiupiU'i's  of  the  Eiieyeh)p:edia  of 
Kehu-ious  KnoAvh'dii-e,  liave  made  copious  extracts  from  ir. 
For  tlie  purpose  of  o-ivinu' a  uiimpx'  of  the  writer  of  the 
sketch  as  wed  as  the  suf)ject  of  it,  I  wid  (jiiote  some  of 
its  characteristic  panii^niphs  :  "i)e>ii>-ifmo- to  write  the  lives 
of  some  h.'ariied  men  wlio  have  ])eeii  tlie  issue  and  the  honor 
of  Harvard  (  'odeuc  h't  my  reader  t)e  ratiier  admoni.shed  than 
scandahzed,  if  tiie  tirst  of  these  Hves  exhiljit  one  whose 
goodness  was  aho\  e  his  h'arninu',  and  whose  chief  h.-arninu- 
was  his  goodness.  If  any  one  liad  iisked  Kev.  John  jh-ock 
wliat  art  he  pursued,  he  nn'ght  truly  say — vMy  art  is  to  l)e 
good.'  He  was  a  good  granmiarian  chierly  hi  this — that  he 
still  spoke  the  truth  from  his  heart.  lie  was  a  good  logician 
ohietly  in  this — th;it  he  [)resented  himself  nnto  ( lod  with  a 
reasonable  service.  He  was  a  good  arithmetician  chieHy  in 
this — that  he  so  nnnd)ered  his  days  as  to  apply  his  heart 
unto  Avisdom.  lie  was  a  good  astronomer  chietly  in  this — 
that  his  conversation  was  in  heaven.  It  was  chietly  by  being 
a  irood  Christian  that  he  was  a  <i'ood  artist."  *'(iood  men," 
he  continues,  '-that  labor  and  abound  in  prayer  to  the 
great  (lod,  sometimes  arrivx^.  at  the  assurance  of  a  particular 
faith  for  the  good  success  of  their  prayers.  The  Avondrous 
meltings,  the  mighty  wrestlings,  the  quiet  waitings,  the  holy 
resolves,  that  are  characteristic  of  n particidar  faitJ/.,  are  tin? 
works  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Kmineiit  was  .Mr.  lirock  for  tiiis 
grace."  lie  then  gives  several  examples  of  direct,  immedi- 
ate, and  s])ccial  ;inswers  to  Mr.  ]>rock"s  prayers.  Other  nicn 
wrote  of  him  in  the  same  strain,  declaring  that  he  ^ dived  as 
near  (lod  as  any  man  on  eartlu" 

Several  iti-nis  in  tlic  records  illustrate  his  earnest  Christian 
spirit,  lie  s})e;dcs  jis  if  with  coniompt  of  a  certain  ditiiculty 
between  brethren,  resiilling  in  tlieir  ••falling  into  a  (piarnd-- 
lino-  passion  over  a  few  cocks  of  hay."  He  labors  to  raise 
the  tone  of  pi(;ty,  and  enters  heartily  into  the  plans  (jf 
the  ministers  to  hold  the  churches  up  to  the  primitive 
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standard.  It  was,  however,  in  his  pastorate,  and  hy  his 
counsel,  that  the  mischievou-  luilf  v^y  covenant  was  intro- 
duced into  this  church.  Yet  it  was  then  an  nntried  measure, 
and  one  into  Avhich  the  chureiies  felt  themselves  to  he  driven  ; 
and  they  who  sec  its  disastrous  results  have  no  ridit  to  ques- 
tion either  the  integrity  or  the  jadii-ment  of  those  who,  hav- 
ing no  light  of  experience  to  guide  them,  followed  the  best 
light  they  had. 

^Ir.  Ih'ock  was  l)orn  in  Stnidhrook,  Eng.  :  irraduated  at 
Harvard  ;  preached  at  the  Isles  ot  Shoals  :  and  came  hither  in 
1662.  He  died  in  16>!8,  after  a  pastorate  of  twenty-six  years, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-eight. 

'  '  '  '  IIEV.  JOXATHAX  PIEUrOXT, 

The  fourth  pastor,  was  1)orn  in  Ivox])urv,  in  1(165  ;  gradu- 
ated at  Harvard  in  16sr)  :  was  for  a  while  tutor  there  :  and 
was  ordained  here  in  168 9.  Two  years  later,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-six,  he  married;  and  it  illustrates  ])oth  the  custom  of 
the  time,  and  his  own  filial  spirit,  to  say  that  he  did  not  take 
that  important  step  till  he  had  asked  the  consent  of  his 
parents. 

The  few  records  which  Pierpont  left  of  himself  show 
that  he  was  a  man  of  clear  mind,  precise  habits,  and  a  deeply 
religious  spirit.  That  he  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
power  in  the  pulpit,  may  fairly  f)e  inferred  from  the  fact  that 
he  received  at  least  five  calls  before  accepting  that  from  this 
church.  .V  circumstance  that  had  weight  in  finally  leading 
him  here,  existed  in  the  fact  that,  being  present  at  the  funeral 
of  Mr.  Brock,  and  seeing  the  deep  aifection  of  the  people 
for  him,  he  formed  a  high  estimate  of  them.  Mr.  Pierpont 
worked  etlectively  not  alone  as  a  preacher.  Coming  hither 
on  the  28th  of  Xovcmber,  he  appointed  a  fast  for  the  6tli  of 
December,  another  for  Fe1)ruary  27th,  another  for  ^lay  29th  ; 
and  on  the  26th  day  of  June,  after  a  preparation  of  that  sort, 
lie  was  ordained  as  pastor.  Like  his  predecessor,  he  v/as  a 
believer  in  prayer,  and  made  frequent  appointments  of 
prayer  meetings  with  members  of  his  own  church  and  with 
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neighboring  ministors.  It  is  a  niisfake  to  suppo.se  that 
prayer  mcctiiiLi-s  aro  onlv  a  liUi^i.-r!!  |)ra('ti<'('  in  our  ciiurches. 
There  were  fewer  stated  ones  lornicrly.  yd,  ])rayer  meetings 
were  common,  at  least  in  Mr.  ricrpoiifs  pastorate.  Instanees 
are  given  in  the  town  history.  .Vnotiier  is  furnished  me  l>y 
the  pastor  of  the  chun  h  in  Danvers,  ]Mr.  Kice,  fromSiie 
diary  of  one  of  his  predecessors.  licv.  jo.-epli  Green  writes, 
under  date  of  July  iM,  I7(i.s.  as  roHows  :  went  with  B. 
Putnam  to  Keading  (Wakefield),  Dea.  Fitches,  to  spend 
the  day  in  prayer  for  him,  he  i)cing  almost  blind,  and  old 
Mr.  Weston  <juite  blind,  and  other  disconsolate  and  deaf. 
Mr.  Pierpont  })egan  :  I  ])rayed  :  Dca.  Fitch,  Landlord  Putnam 
and  Dea.  Bancroft  then  sunu'  the  lldth  Psalm:  and  I  eon- 
eluded  with  a  short  })rayer  and  a  bh^ssing."  'J'hat  the  pastor 
of  this  church  shonhl  secure  the  co-operation  of  a  minister 
living  eight  mih's  away,  and  spend  hours  in  prayer,  to  give 
religious  help  and  comfort  to  a  few  old.  deaf,  Idind  and  dis- 
consolate people,  is  a  fact  that  sheds  a  good  deal  of  light 
upon  the  motives  and  character  of  the  man.  Yet  this  was 
not  an  isolated  occurrence.  ])ut  rather  an  illustration  of  a 
practice  common  with  New  Fnghand  pastors  of  the  period. 
Indeed,  in  a  subse(juent  pastorate,  liftv  years  later,  there  is 
an  account  in  our  records  ot"  the  assembling  of  several  minis- 
ters here,  to  pray  with  a  man  and  his  wife  who  had  ''fallen 
into  an  'enthusiasticall'  -uite  of  mind."'  .y.  rrv- 

The  death  of  Mr.  Pier[)ont.  in  17(>i».  was  regarded  as  a  pulv 
lie  calaniitv,  and  was  mentioned  in  terms  of  great  regret  in 
the  diaries  of  prominent  men  in  Boston  and  elsewhere,  lie 
was  hut  fortv-four  years  ohl.  and  had  l)een  pastor  twenty 
years. 

REV.  imciiat:!)  JMIOWX. 

Born  in  Xewbury  in  1  ('.7;).  and  graduated  at  Harvard  in 
H)97,  Mr.  lirown  became  an  in.-trnctor  in  liis  native  town  in 
1700,  and  ccnitinued  in  that  caUing  eleven  years,  when  he 
came  to  this  place,  lie  ^^as  ordained  the  next  year,  and  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  his  oiiiec  twenty  years,  dying  in  1732, 
at  the  age  of  iifty-seven. 
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The  most  quaint  and  pecuiiar  records  in  our  cliinx'h  })ook 
are  from  liis  })cn.  IHs  .'iccounts  of  tlie  ost;i])iishnu'nt  of  a 
^singing-  .school,  and  of  his  anxiety  to  proceed  hi  strict  legal 
methods  in  church  meetings,  and  uf  various  matters  of  'lisci- 
ph'nc,  reveal  him  to  us  as  a  careful,  ])erha[)s  whimsical,  active 
and  progTessi\-e  man.  His  diary  cimiirms  this  general  im- 
pression, and  leads  us  to  infer  that  his  feelings  Avere  devout 
and  vigorous,  tliouuh  sometiines  esca[)iijg  the  control  ot" 
sound  judgment.  lie  had  been,  here  eight  yeai-s  Avhen  he 
copied  the  ancient  covenant  from  records  that  iwv  now  incom- 
plete ;  and  the  church  solemnly  renewed  it.  i^'rom  the  list 
of  members  then  made,  we  learn  tliat  the  church — which 
then  covered  tlic  territory  enihraccd  in  the  towns  of  3deh-ose, 
Stoneham.  Ri^adimi',  Xorth  lu'ading,  Wilmington  and  Lynn- 
field — numhered  ^oO.  W'iliiin  twelve  years  from  that  time, 
however,  three  churclies  v/ere  formed  cluetly  from  its  mem- 
bership— those  of  Lvnntield,  Xorth  Ketulingand  Stoneham — 
and  the  number  remaining  was  iNf.  .Mr.  Brown,  therefore, 
Avas  pastor  when  the  cliurcli  reached  its  most  extended  intin- 
enee,  and  sent  out  three  of  its  iive  colonies. 

The  last  entry  in  Mr.  llrowifs  <liary  is  characteristic  of  the 
man,  and  with  it  1  will  close  my  sketch  of  liim.  *-Sept.  I'i, 
ITl^b  I  am  this  day  forty-four  years  old,  and  h.-ivc  received 
from  (rod  44-,(H>n  inercies,  for  vrhich  I  have  made  but  poor 
returns.  The  Lord  pardon,  and  make  me  tliankfuK  1  do 
humbly  renew  my  love  with  ilud  this  day,  and  give  myself 
to  him — my  whole  self — and  rc>olve  that  by  his  u'race  I  will 
labor  to  live  more  closely  with  iiiin."* 

Before  proceeding  to  speak  of  the  three  succeeding  pas- 
tors, a  few  remarks  of  a  general  nature  mtiy  W(>1I  be  made. 
Each  of  the  pastors  of  this  clmrch  had  his  special  rounds  ot 
duty  to  fulhl  within  the  bounds  of  hi>  own  parish  :  but  tlu\\- 
were  all  in  sympathetic  (.•oimectii)n  with  men  out>ide  their 
own  held,  and  ktuady  alive  to  liio.-e  general  religious  intbi- 
ences  Yvhich,  as  every  one  knows,  at  times  encouraged,  and 
at  other  times  almost  convtd.sed.  the  chm-ches  ot  X'cw  Kng- 
laiid.    It  was,  therefore,  wholly  natural  that  their  position 
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on  certain  questions,  both  of  polity  and  tlieolo2:\'j  should  be 
atieeted  ])y  extenm]  iniliKMicr^.  Doubtlrs.s  the  hrst  two  pas- 
tors aeeepted  the  doctrines  lliat  none  sliould  be  aUovved  to 
vote  iii  pu])]ie  matters  ])ut  chureli  members,  and  none  shorihl 
])e  allowed  to  join  the  ehureh  save  sueh  as  had  1)oen  eon- 
verted  and  Ixiptizcd.  Ihit  when  mmibers  of  moral  and  in- 
dustrious men  eanie  to  tiie  eolonv.  and,  beeause  not  niem- 
l)ers  of  the  ehinvh,  eould  not  vote,  thon^ih  payinir  as  liherally 
as  others  to\vard  the  sup])ort  of  ])Otli  civil  and  reliu-ious 
institutions  ;  and  wlicn  many  children  of  ehureh  members 
were  in  like  manner  and  for  the  same  cause  disfranchised, 
great  ehanges.  of  opinion  upon  the  [)oints  in  (jue&tion  took 
place.  And  the  third  pastor  of  tliis  church,  in  obedience  to 
the  advice  of  tlie  Syjiod  of  l(ji'>:2.  counseried  an  al>an<lomnent 
of  the  ohl  gromid,  t<j  such  an  extent  as  to  attirni  that  a  man 
of  moral  life  might  l)e(X)ine  a  member  of  the  church  so  far 
as  to  possess  the  right  to  have  his  children  baptized — wliicli 
would  carry  ^vith  it  civil  rigiits — ])y  simply  declaring  his  ac- 
ceptance of  the  religion  of  the  Bilde,  -w  ithout  ])elie\dng  him- 
self, or  ])eu]g  believed  1)y  otliers.  to  be  a  converted  man. 
licY.  John  Brock,  when  he  thanked  (xod  that  this  church 
had  unanimously  approved  that  doctrine,  av;is  under  the  intlu- 
ence  of  external  opinions,  and  acting  in  concert  with  the  Icad- 
in<r  minds  of  the  colonv  :  luid  he  did  not  foresee  that  tlie  plan 
whose  adoption,  seemed  to  call  for  gratitude  would  result  in 
the  admission  of  many  to  the  church  who  could  not  give  a 
heartfelt  adhesion  to  I'uritan  doctrines,  nor  sympathize  with 
the  religious  life  that  had  been  nourished  luider  them.  Bnt 
laborious  and  earnest  Christian  men  always  do  more  good 
than  harm,  and,  if  in  some  respects  they  fail,  God  appoints 
to  tlicm  successors,  who,  >nstainedby  the  good  transmitted  to 
them,  arc  better  able  to  witli>t;nid  the  evil.  It  was  so  in  this 
church.  If  in  the  middle  of  ihc  seventeenth  century  one 
pastor  erred,  in  the  middle  of.  the  eighteenth  nnother  was 
sent  to  rectify  tiie  i^rror. 
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REV.   WILLIAM  HOBBY. 

The  sixth  pastor,  and  in  some  respects  the  ablest  man  who 
has  ever  ministered  here  Avas  Rev.  WilUam  Iloljln'.  IIo 
was  born  in  Boston  in  1707  ;  graduated  at  Harvard  in  1725  ; 
settled  h(!re  in  17o3  ;  and  died  after  a  ministry  of  thiitv-two 
vears,  in  17 (u),  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight. 

Judged  l)y  liis  writings,  he  Avas  a  man  of  clear  and  vigor- 
ous understanding,  extensive  reading,  strong  purposes,  and 
a  devout  spirit.  Tradition  says  of  him  that  he  htul  a  high 
ophiion  of  ministerial  dignity;  was  somewhat  pompons: 
wore  a  big  wig  and  large  knee  buckles  ;  and  was  haughty 
and  reserved.  This  mav  be  true,  l)ut  it  should  be  considered 
in  connection  with  well-known  facts  al)0ut  Xcw  England 
societ}^  of  that  period.  When  royal  governors  occu}/ied  the 
executive  chair  in  Boston,  and  His  ^hijesty's  otHcers  dis- 
ported themselves  in  the  higher  social  circles  of  the  province, 
and  scions  of  no])ility  were  possessing  themselves  of  landed 
estates  to  found  families,  there  was  a  strong  tendency  in  all 
the  towns  to  break  up  society  into  grades.  The  more  Avealthy 
and  intelligent,  with  the  minister,  formed  one  grade  ;  and, 
as  there  were  no  inherited  })rivileges  to  assist  them  in  pre- 
serving their  superiority,  they  sought  to  keep  the  sem))lance 
of  it  by  rules  of  etiquette,  distinctive  dress,  and  reserved 
manners.  This  was,  therefore,  rather  the  fault  of  society 
than  of  individuals.  But  if  'Mr.  Hobby  was  reserved,  his 
reserve  was  not  assumed  to  conceal  ignorance,  or  shiehl  indo- 
lence. He  was  a  thorough  student,  an  apt  and  a})le  Avriter, 
and  an  etfective  public  speaker. 

In  the  year  1741,  Kev.  George  Whitetield,  in  his  tour 
through  the  country,  stopped  in  this  toAvn  and  ])reached  on 
the  common.  ^^Ir.  Hobln*  heard  him,  and  confessed  that  *'he 
went  to  pick  a  hole  in  AMiitetiekrs  coat,  l)ut  that  the  preacher 
I)icked  one  in  his  heart.''  He  at  once  espoused  the  cause  of 
AVhitetield,  and  entered  wannly  into  the  controversy  which 
followed  the  secorid  visit  to  America  of  that  famous  man. 
The  tirst  visit  had  been  welcomed  by  all  classes  ;  but  the  sec- 
ond was  the  signal  for  the  outbreaking  of  au  opposition  as 
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violent  as  it  was  unaccountable.  Whether,  during  the  four 
years  elapsina'  ])Gtwoen  the  hrst  and  the  second,  it  had  been 
discovered  that  the  doctrines  preaclied  hy  AVliiteheld  were  not 
harmonious  with  those  held  hy  many  of  the  ministers,  or 
from  some  other  cause,  it  was  evidently  determined  that  his 
path  should  l^e  a  rough  one.  Harvard  College,  though  it  had 
before  welcomed  ]iim,  now  entered  the  lists  against  him.  Her 
Faculty  published  their  noted  ^'Testimony,*'  whicli  was  as  re- 
markable for  what  it  did  not  contain  as  for  wliat  it  did.  Its 
writers  had  little  to  say  in  repi-oof  of  the  low  state  of  religion, 
but  much  in  condenuiation  of  the  preacher  who  sought  to  stir, 
up  the  churches.  They  asked  for  peace,  hut  did  not  seem  to 
suspect  that,  through  the  half-way  covenant,  many  might 
have  entered  tlie  churches,  and  some  the  ministry,  who  were 
unconverted,  and  would  naturally  be  excited  on  hearing  their 
religion  called  in  question.  They  fell  into  the  mistake  of 
condemning  as  a  cause  of  divisions  and  heartlairnings,  what 
was  onlv  an  occasion  of  them ;  and,  while  Wliitctield  was 
striking  at  tlie  cause,  they  struck  at  him.  Many  ministers 
joined  them.  Associations  emulated  them  in  publishing  each 
its  "Testimony.''  Dr.  Chauncey,  ])astor  of  the  1st  church  in 
Boston,  not  only  wrote,  ])ut  traveUed — A'isiting  at  least  four 
of  the  provinces,  to  counsel  and  warn  the  churches.  Con- 
necticut passed  laws  forbidding  a  minister,  if  uninvited,  to 
preach  in  the  pul[)it  of  another ;  and  Dr.  Finley,  afterward 
President  of  Princeton  College,  was  actually  carried  out  of 
that  jurisdiction  as  a  vagrant,  for  breaking  those  laws. 

But  Whitetield  Avas  not  without  friends  ;  and  one  of  the 
strongest  and  boldest  of  these  was  the  pastor  of  this  church. 
He  wrote  a  long,  al)le  and  vigorous  pamphlet  in  his  defence. 
He  took  up  the  salient  points  in  the  various  attacks  upon 
him,  and,  in  excellent  temper,  with  some  Avit  and  great  acute- 
ness,  turned  them  against  his  assailants.  Many  of  his  para- 
graphs are  well  worth  transcribing ;  a  few  of  them  are  as 
follows  : 

<'Does  he  not  preach  the  same  Faith,  the  same  Lord,  the 
same  Baptism  ?  It  is  true,  indeed,  he  is  in  labors  more  abun- 
dant, iu  zeal  more  flaming,  and  in  success  niovo  remarkable. 
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And  this  it  is  wliicli  has  made  such  an  uproar,  opeued  the 
luoutlis  of  the  iM'oniiio,  tili*  '!  ihc  sccrel  hypocrit(^  with  iiKiiu- 
uatiou  aud  wi-ath,  and,  1  rVar,  stirred  u|)  the  corruptions^  of 
many  a  izood  man.  >uch  evils  as  thc^e,  as  they  ever  ^ver(^ 
so  I  doubt  not  they  ever  vriU  he.  tiie  close  followers  of  enliv- 
ened zeal  and  animated  j>iety.  ...  It  Is  iiranted  that 
our  Saviour  came  to  >ei  up  a  new  reliiiion,  and  that  we  are 
Christians.  Ihit  is  the  reliaion  of  Christ  a  new  name,  or  a 
new  nature?  If  only  new  name,  I  criu  hardly  pei'suade 
myself  that  the  devil  would  ha\e  made  such  an  oppositictu  to 
it.  It  wotdd  not  u'reatly  displease  him  to  have  fJewish  men 
and  heathenish  practices  baptized  by  n  clnistian  nam(^  If 
the  christian  religion  be  a  new  nature,  I  hum])ly  conceive 
that  it  Avill  stir  iij)  the  resentment  of  hell  at  on(>  time  as  Avell 
as  another.'' 

Replyinir  to  the  char£i-e  that  .Afr.  V\dutcfield  had  said  that 
many  nunisters  were,  perhaps,  unconverted  men,  lie  says: — 
"I  do  not  know  of  any  tendency  A\luch  such  a  rellection 
ought  to  have  in  relation  to  ministers,  unle.-s  to  quicken  our 
Avatchfuln ess,  excite  us  to  self  examination,  and  bring  us  to 
resolve  wdth  the  philo.-opher,  who  said — -I  will  so  live  that 
none  will  believe  my  enemies."  As  to  any  that  have  ques- 
tioned the  state  of  their  ministers,  merely  on  such  expres- 
sions of  ^Iv.  Whitetield,  I  never  met  the  man.  It  is  true,  I 
grant,  when  men  have  known  their  ministers  load  >Mr.  ^Vhite- 
tield  with  hard  censures  and  severe  invectives  ;  wlien  they 
have  seen  them  bar  their  pulpits  against  him,  which  were 
open  to  poor  miserable  creatures,  wliile  to  them  he  a|)pears 
to  preach  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  and  to  be  himself  a  Ivind 
of  living  gos[M>l — wiiile  this.  I  say.  has  been  the  case,  many 
have  been  brought  to  question  the  state  of  their  ministers — 
and  I  do  not  wonder  at  it.  if  .Air.  V.'liitetield  has  insinuated 
the  idea,  that  some  ministers  were  unconverted,  why  ucmhI 
they  pave  the  way  to  tlu^  proof  of  it.  lie  is  not  half  ^o  faulty 
as  some  Avho,  In'  their  own  virulenci>,  hav(>  produ(;ed  evi- 
dence for  their  own  condennuition." 

After  admitting  that  most  of  tin.'  ministers  were  good  men, 
lio  says  :. — 


41 


'vTn  a  word,'  however  lioiioruhly  tlie  eleray  in  ^neiieral 
deserve  to  be  spokeu  of.  yet  so  many  of  tlieni  are  of  the  eoii- 
trary  cliaraet(^r  that  I  think  Mr.  VV'hitetield  exeusahh'  while 
he  expresses  his  fears  al>ont  an  uneonverled  niinistr\' :  and, 
while  others  are  manifesting-  their  angry  resentments,  I  take 
this  0})|)ortnnity  to  ex[)ress  my  gratitude  to  him  for  his  eon- 
eern  abont  the  ministers  of  Christ's  kingdom,  whieh  I  hope 
has  heeii  no  dis-serviee  to  me.*' 

He  aeknowledges  that  Mr.  AVJutotield  has  foi])le^,  hut  asks  : 

''Shall  I  eondenm  a  nnm  beeanse  he  is  not  perf  ^et?  God- 
honors  him,  n,ot withstanding;  his  imperfeetions,  and,  there- 
fore, so  wonid  I .  In  a  word,  I  wonld  do  hy  him  as  ( jod  does 
by  shifnl  men—danni  the  sin,  bnt  glorify  the  sinner.'' 

Towards  tlie  elose  of  his  pamphlet  he  eoneedes  the  posses- 
sion of  proper  motives  to  the  men  who  had  arraigned  AVhite- 
field,  but  adds — 

''I  hope  tliey  will  jxirdon  me  if  I  express  my  fears  that  the 
measures  they  are  taking  to  prevent  sehisms,  disorders  and 
separations,  will  be  most  likely  to  promote  them.  If  I  had 
aimed  at  the  greatest  eonfusion  in  my  own  ehureh,  I  wonld 
have  kept  ]\Ir.  "Whiteheld  at  a  distanee  ;  but,  as  my  pulpit  has 
ever  been,  and  shall  ever  be,  open  to  him,  we  are,  so  far  as 
I  can  learn,  free  from  all  danger  of  confusion." 

Theological  controversies  often  become  more  heated,  and 
theological  divisions  ])ecomc  more  marked,  by  causes  that  are 
not  strictly  theological.  The  so-called  Unitarian  controversy 
had  for  its  source  a  radical  diversity  of  theological  opinion  ; 
but  he  who  studies  it  carefully,  in  its  rise  and  history,  will 
assign  a  place  of  no  slight  imt')ortance  to  the  quarrel  over 
Whiteficld,  as  one  of  the  agcneies  that,  by  embittering  men 
against  each  other,  ami  setting  their  supposed  ditferences  in  a 
stronger  light,  paved  tlie  way  for  the  disrut)tion  that  follow- 
ed. The  fear  expressed  by  ]\Ir.  Ilobln'  was  veritied.  The 
measures  taken  to  t)revent  schisms,  disorders  and  separations, 
promoted  tlu^m. 

The  p{unphlet  from  which  I  have  quoted  [)rov()ked  heated 
replies,  in  contrast  with  whieh,  it  wa.s  a  high-toned  and  manly 
paper.    Its  author  v/asted   no  time  in  controversy.  His 
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church,  ill  common  with  many  others,  passed  'through  a  sea- 
son of  unpreccdonteil  rcliiiloiis  awakening',  wliich,  cloii]>tless, 
engrossed  all  liis  stronutli.  AVhen  the  fervor  of  that  revival 
had  passed  a\\  ay,  and  the  charge  continued  to  he  repeated  that 
the  whole  work  was  one  of  enthusiasm,  he  wrote,  preached 
and  puhlishod,  a  scries  of  sermons  designed  to  refute,  indi- 
rectly, that  charge.  I  will  ijiiote  a  few  words  from  the  pref- 
ace to  that  l)uok. 

'*^Iuhitudes  at  present  seem  to  think  it  religion  enough  to 
he  no  enthusiasts  ;  and  others  seem  to  hK)k  upon  it  as  an 
atonement  for,  if  not  a  consecration  of,  the  vilest  profane- 
ness,  to  level  it  against  the  enthusiast.  In  which  task  enthu- 
siasm seems  to  ])e  as  little  imderstood  as  it  is  admired ;  and, 
therefore,  the  soundest  principles,  tlie  hest  reixulated  zeal,  se- 
riousness in  conversation,  and  strictness  of  life,  are  hranded 
with  tiie  name,  and  share  dee})ly  the  fate  of  the  rankest 
enthusiasm." 

The  volume  itself  is  on  the  ''Duty  of  Self  Examination," 
and  portions  of  it  are  every  way  worthy  of  re-[)ublication. 

During  these  eventful  years  of  his  ministry,  ^Ir.  Ilohhy  ol)- 
tained  a  reputation  not  only  for  soundness  in  doctrine,  but 
for  great  prudence  in  practical  matters,  and  was  called  to  a 
very  large  number  of  Councils.  The  most  noted  of  these 
were  two  which  assembled  at  Northampton,  in  the  years  1750 
and  1751. 

The  name  of  Jonathan  Ed^vards  is  honored  wherever  re- 
markable intellectual  power  and  high  personal  worth  are  rec- 
ognized. Though  mure  than  a  hundred  years  have  passed 
since  his  death,  he  stands  without  a  peer  among  American 
theologians.  Ihit  his  evangelical  convictions  well  matched 
his  strength  of  intellect ;  and  it  was  owing  to  his  preaching 
and  writings,  more  than  to  those  of  any  other  man,  that  the 
ancient  life  of  the  churches  was  re-enkindled.  Xevertheless, 
the  best  intentions  and  the  noblest  service  do  not  always 
save  men  from  the  hostility  of  others.  Mr.  Edwards  preached 
that  only  regenerate  persons  should  come  to  the  conununion. 
His  people  denied  the  truth  of  the  position.  lie  insisted ; 
they  became  angry,  and  demanded  that  be  should  leave  them. 
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He  offered  to  submit  the  question  to  a  council,  on  one  condi- 
tion. .Vs  the  (■hurch*\-<  inuai^.liatciy  :i})(,)i!t  >7ortiuini|)ton  were 
thought  to  sympatln'ze  wirli  his  church  airainst  him,  he  asked 
that  two  churclies  from  a  distance  miiiht  he  sunnnonod.  To 
this  condition  his  [)co[dc  at  iiL'st  demurred,  hut  at  leu^th  con- 
sented, and  tliis  church  was  one  of  the  two  chosen  hy  him. 
The  church  accepted  the  invitation,  aud  ^^Ir.  liubl)y 
was  accomi)auied  ])y  Dea.  ."^anuiel  Bancroft  as  Deleii-ate. * 
There  was  hut  one  euurse  forth.e  Council  to  talce.  The  feel- 
ing against  Mr.  Edwards  was  a  tempest,  and  tliey  could  only 
advise  him  to  retreat  before  it.  Some  of  his  friends  publish- 
ed a  protest  against  the  result;  which  having  been  assailed, 
Mr.  Hobby  wrote  and  published  a  defence  of  it.  A  year 
passed  awa\'.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Edwiirds  in  Xorthampton 
urged  him  to  gather  them  into  another  church.  lie  consent- 
ed to  leave  the  question  to  a  council.  This  church  was  again 
summoned  ;  and  .Mr.  Ho])l)y,  with  Dea.  Bancroft  and  Dea. 
Brown  as  Delegates,  again  visited  that  town.  The  project 
did  not  seem  to  the  council  a  wise  one  ;  and  ^Ir.  Edwards 
soon  went  ui)on  his  mission  to  the  Stockbridge  Indians,  from 
which  he  was  called  to  the  presidency  of  Princeton  College. 
Had  Mr.  Hob])y  possessed  tlie  privilege  of  choosing  an  earth- 
ly honor,  he  could  scarcely  have  desired  a  higher  one  than 
that  of  being  the  trusted  adviser  and  friend  of  Jonathan  Ed- 
wards. 

Mr.  Hobby  was  a  man  of  much  native  shrewdness ;  and 
many  passages  in  his  writings  illustrate  this  <piality.  Among 
the  incidents  of  him  that  tradition  has  handed  down  through 
a  century  and  a  (juarier,  is  the  following:  He  Avas  the  pos- 
sessor of  a  tine  orchard  ;  and  the  ])o\  s,  neither  respecting  his 
riglits,  nor  awed  by  his  dignity,  ai)pro[)riated  tlie  fruit.  One 
Sabbath  morning  he  surprised  his  people  by  di'livering  him- 
self in  this  manner — "I  am  not  going  to  have  any  more  of 
my  apples  stolen  :  and,  to  prevent  it,  1  here]>v  give  full  liber- 


*Soe,  in  Uio  piirt  of  this  voluiau  coufainin^'  an  accoimt  of  tin.- C  )iiiim'iuonitivo  Gatlicriiip:. 
a  letter  from  lion.  «.Joo.  Uancroft,  rolatiii.i;  to  J>.,:i.  SamiiL-l  IJ.iuciolt. 

See  also,  for  authority  for  statenieiit.H  reu'urdin^  .Mr.  liuLhy.  ami  otlier  stattinouts  made 
a'bovo,  Trat  ts  in  Iiot<ton  Atlieiueuin,  Amcrionn  lu  «j;iytt'r.  atnl  I'luloii  on  Cony;rtiiatioiiali!im 


ty  to  every  person  in  the  parish  to  take  wliat  he  Avants/"  It 
is  needh},ss  to  .say  that  the  i^riv-on's  ap[)les  found  their  way  to 
their  riglitiiil  owner  aitorward. 

That  Mr.  no]>hy  was  a  dih'^eiit  observer  of  tlie  tendeneies 
of  theologieal  Npeeulation  ot  his  time,  and  feared  tlie  result, 
is  very  evident.  His  refusal  to  sit  upon  eouneils,  unless  he 
was  porsonady  aetjuainted  with  the  eandidates  for  ordination, 
proves  this.  Thit  there  is  other  proof,  in  a  eurious  doeunient 
whieh  he  wrote  to  Ids  peo[)le.  to  he  read  ])y  them  after  his 
death.  A  voiee  from  the  arave,  u[)()ii  ilu)  (|naliiies  to  he 
sought  in  a  new  minister,  he  thouixht  Avouht  have  an  emplia- 
sis  quite  too  great  to  ]>e  disregarded.  A  fevr  sentenees  from 
that  produetion  are  as  follows — '-Don't  judge  of  a  nnnister 
as  3'oii  do  of  a  ])elh  ])y  mere  sou.nd  ;  waieh  narr(nv]y  his 
preaehing.  Take  heed  v,  liat  ye  hoar.  Examine  whether  his 
preaehiug  he  elose,  ptuigent  and  partieidar,  or  only  large, 
vague  and  general ;  whether  hy  hringing  in  had  [)rinei[)h'S  ho 
do  not  eorrupt  and  endanger  your  souls,  or  whetlun-  he  do 
not  eunningly  conceal  his  })rinciplcs  for  the  present,  that  he 
and  his  ])ad  prinei[)les  may  cree})  in  unawares  together.  Ive- 
ligion,  I  am  eontident,  will  j)e  likely  to  live,  as  those  doe- 
triues  whieh  for  distinctioifs  sake  tire  called  Cah  inistic.  live, 
or  so  die  as  the}-  die.  (ruard  au'ainst  precipitancy.  Take 
time,  and  you  will  not  only  do  it  hetter,  hut  do  it  sooner.  I 
solemnly  charge  you,  as  from  eternity,  that  you  do  not  lift 
up  your  hands  suddeidy  lor  any  man." 

I  have  said  that  ^h.  Kobhy  was  a  man  of  vigorous  mental 
powers,  and  of  nmeh  native  shnMvdness  ;  he  avus  also  ;i  man 
of  deep  emotional  ntitui'e.  Some  of  the  entri(>s  in  the  chureh 
record  })rovc  this  ;  ])nt  it  is  more  fully  shown  in  ;i  i)uhlished 
sermon  which  he  preached  in  his  own  church,  Ixdore  a  r(>gi- 
nient  then  about  to  march  to  Canada  against  tin.'  French. 
The  regiment  was  connnandcd  by  (  ol.  Ebencv.er  Mchols — a 
member  of  this  church — and  com[)(;sed  in  part  of  tlie  young- 
men  of  the  couizregation.  He  coinmence(l  his  address  to  them 
in  these  words — ''My  dear  lirethren  and  beloved  Children 

 jiud  then  In^  pours  out  his  heart  in  affectionate  desires  foi- 

them.   
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The  last  years  of  IIobLy's  life  Avcre  burdened  with 
disease.  lie  "was  laid  n.-ido  from  p^eacllinL^  and  f^^uifcrod 
gretit  pain,  it  v.as  not  strange  that  his  pc'ople  tiuniiiht  it 
desirahk'.  to  settk^  a  colleagne  witli  him  :  nor  was  it  slranire 
that,  when  he  heard  of  it,  lie  took  it  ami>s,  and  expressed 
his  feelings  in  a  Letter  more  emphatie  than  eautions.  The 
k'tter,  however,  whirh  is  still  extant,  if  sharp  at  the  hegin- 
ning,  is  kind  at  the  rlose,  and  the  reeords  of  the  parish  show 
entire  friendship  toward  him.  The  following  inseription 
may  be  read  upon  his  tumh  stone.  'T^earned,  vigilant, 
faithful,  he  was  a  preacher  of  the  word  of  God  deservedly 
commended  for  his  pure  evangelical  doctrine,  replenished 
with  erudition  and  piety,  together  with  solid  judgment  and 
eloquence,  lacing  at  length  worn  otit  with  studies,  and  with 
most  acute  pain  of  long  continuance,  and  calmly  resting  on 
the  will  of  his  Almighty  Friend,  and  earnestly  pointing  to 
his  heavenly  home,  he  breathed  out  his  soul  into  the  hands 
of  his  Saviour." 

REV.  CALEB  PRENTICE. 

Mr.  Prentice,  born  in  Cambridge  hi  1744,  was  the  seventh 
pastor.  Graduating  at  Iktrvard,  he  spent  some  time  there  as 
Librarian,  and  was  installed  liere  Oct.  '2r>,  171)0.  lie  died 
Feb.  7,  1803,  having  been  pastor  here  thirty-four  years. 

It  seems  to  be  according  to  a  customary  working  of  Provi- 
dence, that  leanings  of  opinion  in  one  direction  shall  be  fol- 
lowed and  balanced  by  leanings  of  opinion  in  an  opposite 
direction.  It  certainly  cannot  ])e  said  to  violate  the  provi- 
dence of  God,  that,  in  the  town  of  Franklin,  so  long  tmder 
the  dominant  intluence  of  Dr.  Fnnnons,  who  had  the  least 
l)ossible  sympatliy  with  Fniversalism,  one  of  the  most  tloiu- 
isliing  schools  ot'th.it  denomination  has  sprung  into  life.  The 
same  idea  received  an  illustration  wlieii,  in  the  pastorate  of 
this  church,  IIol>by  vras  followed  by]\[r.  Prentice.  ^Fr. 
Hobby  had  been  brought  into  antagonism  with  the  college 
fromwhicli  he  graduated  : — >dr.  Ih-cntice  was  presmned  to  be 
ill  full  sympathy  with  the  college  on  the  questions  at  issue. 
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Mr.  Jlohhy  adhered  stveuiionsly  to  the  tmcient  doeirines  of 
the  Puritans; — Mr.  J^TiitiiT  neccpti'd  tiu-  iuudiii(<d  ductriiu's 
which  luivc  since  developed  into  l^nitariani:>m.  ?^Ir.  Ilo1)hy 
was  a  great  advocate  of  revivals,  and  lai)ored  to  [)roniote 
thcni  ; — ^Fr.  Prentice  does  not  seem  to  have  Ix'lieVL-d  in 
them,  and  trusted  rather  to  the  gradual  eiiect  of  trnlii.  In 
short,  they  were  npon  o[)])osite  sides  of  the  questions  which 
vexed  the  churches  during  well  nigh  a  century.  Yet,  a  carc- 
tul  study  of  their  lives,  so  far  as  we  |ios-ess  the  means  to 
prosectite  such  a  study,  will  show  them  to  have  been  e([ually 
conscientious,  la])orious  and  faithful.  ]f  there  was  that  in 
the  preaching  of  ^Ir. .  Prentice  which,  judged  hy  orthodox 
standards,  would  be  likely  in  tlie  course  of  years  to  make  re- 
ligion less  vital  and  controHing,  it  a\  as  something  that  did  not 
seem  to  mar  his  personal  piety,  or  make  less  mgent  his  desire 
to  commend  religion  to  men.  If  we  assume  to  say  that  he 
had  embraced,  and  was  wont  to  preach,  such  views  of  truth 
as  tended  to  undermine  certain  essential  doctrines,  we  must 
also  say  that,  judged  hy  any  standards  which  we  have  a  right 
to  apply,  he  was  a  devoted  Christian  minister.  There  is 
very  slight  evidence  to  he  found  in  the  clmrch  records,  that 
liis  views  differed,  in  any  respect,  from  those  of  his  })redeces- 
sor.  The  practice  of  recpiiring  from  each  candidate  for  ad- 
mission to  the  church,  a  relation  of  his  experience,  was  sus- 
pended during  his  ministr}-,  though  the  ground  for  the  inno- 
vation is  not  stated.  If  it  was  upon  the  ground,  insisted 
upon  by  some,  that  it  transcends  the  right  of  a  church  to  ex- 
amine the  e^'idence  for  or  against  the  fact  of  conversion  in 
any  case,  the  change  indicated  an  important  divergence  of 
view  from  that  of  all  his  predecessors.  That  there  may  have 
been  other  reasons  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  no  other 
change  was  introduced.  The  strong  ( "alvinistic  creed  adopt- 
ed a  short  time  bi-fore  his  settlement,  was  left  ninnoditi(Ml. 
The  (Vtee-hisni  was  diligi^itly  taught,  as  tew  teach  it  now. 
Sermons  and  h^cturcs  were  carefully  prepared,  and  vigorously 
preached. 

ft  was  the  fortune  of  Mr.  Prentice  to  be  i)asto]-  during 
the  Revolutionary  Avar;  and,  having  warmly  es[)oused  the 
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patriotic  side,  lie  marched  in  the  ranks,  musket  in  hand,  to 
the  battle  of  Concord. 

Siniultancoush'  with  Jiis  entrance  n[)on  his  jninistry  here, 
the  Old  South  Church  in  Reading  ^vithdrew,  taking  eighty- 
eight  members,  among  whom  Avere  some  of  the  strongest  pil- 
lars of  the  church,  and  leaving  the  new  pastor  to  grapple 
with  the  discouragement  of  a  gi-eat  depk'tion,  and  the  accom- 
panying irritation  and  dissatisfaction.  But  tiie  church  recov- 
ered itself,  and  during  his  long  pastorate  enjoyed  prosperity. 

At  the  funeral  of  Mv.  Prentice,  a  ministerial  ))rother  spoke 
of  him  as  follow\s  : — '-lie  was  meek  and  modest,  unassuming 
in  temper,  and  prudent  in  his  inquiries  after  truth  ;  not  cred- 
ulous to  end)race  the  tirst  opinion  tliat  ottered,  nor  unwilling 
to  be  convinced,  on  rational  grounds.  lie  was  judicious  in 
forming  his  rehgious  sentiments,  lie  embraced  the  Christian 
faith  froui  conviction  of  its  truth.  From  searching  the  scrip- 
tures, and  from  other  sources  of  evidence,  iie  was  fully  con- 
vinced of  their  divine  authority,  and  that  Jesus  Christ  is  tlie 
Son  of  God,  and  the  King  of  Israel.  The  gospel  of  Christ  he 
received  as  the  rule  of  faith,  and  the  foundation  of  future 
hope." 

Up  to  this  period  in  the  history  of  this  church,  all  the  old- 
er residents  of  the  town  have  in  it  a  common  interest :  for,  un- 
til the  year  following  the  death  of  Prentice,  it  was  the 
onlv  one  in  town.  It  had  stood  more  than  a  century  and  a 
half;  had  gathered  into  its  fold  many  members  in  successive 
generations  ;  and  furnished  them  the  only  church  home  they 
enjoyed.  It  was  in  the  pastorate  of  the  eiglith  and  last  min- 
ister, of  wdiom  T  am  now  to  speak,  that  the  dividing  lines  of 
denominations  began  to  appear. 

KEV.  EEUBEX  EMEKSOX. 

Mr.  Emerson,  the  eighth  pastor,  Avas  born  in  Ashby  in 
1771 ;  o-raduated  at  Dartmouth  college  in  171)8  ;  was  install- 
ed here  in  1804;  and  died  in  1800,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-nino  years,  having  becu  solo  pastor  forty-ouc  years, 
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and  associate  pastor  fiftoon  years  loii,u-er — niakiiiir  fifty-six 
years  diiriiiii-  whicli  he  swstainod  lliat  relatioii.  Ih^  wa>  de- 
sceiided  fioiu  Peter  Einerson,  one  of  the  early  si'tilers  of  the 
town;  andwhiU^  |)re[)ariiii:-  for  eolleiie  resided  here.  He  had 
the  advantag'e,  if  it  was  siieh,  of  ])einu-  known  })y  tlif  p«H)pk^ 
to  whom  he  was  ealled  to  mini-ter.  Dnrinir  the  later  months 
of  the  year  Ui)on  ^vhi(•h  the  former  pastor  died,  a  revival  of 
wide  extent  and  great  power  visited  the  place.  The  minis- 
ter who  had  ]jeen  enndoyed  to  pi'each  as  a  candidate  for  the 
vacant  pulpit,  and  whom  many  were  ready  to  s<'tth',  lent  no 
sympathy  to  the  rcA'ival,  and  even  sought  to  change  its 
movement,  if  not  to  arrest  it.  His  sul)se([Uent  course  eon- 
tirmed  the  iin})ression  that  he  dilfered  widely  from  those  who 
adhered  to  the  okl  standards.  A>ido  from  the  feeling  pro- 
duced i)y  his  attitude  toward  the  religious  interest  prevalent 
at  that  time  ;  a  feehng  of  nneasiriess  on  account  of  the  doc- 
trmes  preached,  had  kmg  existed  nnder  the  previous  pastorate. 
These  facts,  as  I  am  informed  by  our  venerahle  friend  whose 
head  ninety  winters  have  whitened,  and  whose  memory  goes 
back  to  that  time — ]\ir.  B.  B.  AViiey — gave  ascendancy  to 
the  general  sentiment  which  demanded  in  the  next  pastor  a 
vigorous  type  of  Calvinism.  There  were  other  intluences  at 
work.  Opinions,  both  among  ministers  and  laymen,  had  be- 
come sadly  divided.  The  Unitarian  controversy  was  rapidly 
shaping  itself  to  the  separation  that  followed.  The  ([uestions 
between  Baptists  and  Congregationaiists  were  forcing  them- 
selves into  prominence  ;  while  other  (piestions  advocated  by 
Universalists  were  vigorously  <lisiars>ed.  It  was  natural  that 
a  church  anchoi'cd  as  tins  had  been  npon  the  doctrines  of  the 
Puritans,  should  seek  a  man  whose  opinions  were  of  the  Pu- 
ritan stamp,  and  who  had  coiu'age  to  declare  them.  Such  a 
man  they  found. 

]\Ir.  Emerson  was  a  clear  thinker  and  a  strong  reasoner ; 
and  when  he  had  taken  a  position  he  could  not  be  moved 
from  it.  lie  had  a  large  acquaintance  with  the  scri[)tures, 
and  could  use  them  with  great  ctFectiveness.  As  is  often 
true  of  men  of  strong  convictions,  he  did  not  fear  controver- 
sy, though  there  is  no  proof  that  he  went  out  of  his  way  to 
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prov^oke  it,  or  continued  it  longer  than  the  vindication  of 
what  he  deemed  the  truth  demanded.  He  emploved  nuich 
of  his  time  and  eneriry  iu  chiridatinu- tliose  doctrines  which 
pertahi  especially  to  the  divine  side  ot  religious  truth:  and 
wrote  and  pul>lished  a  volume  for  the  instruction  of  his  peo- 
ple. Several  sermons  of  his  were  printed,  (.'oming  hith- 
er as  he  did  wlien  opinions  were  unsettled,  and  l)itter 
charges  were  scattered  a])out  hy  professed  christians  ;  when 
old  land-marks  were  l)eing  removed,  and  new  ones  were  tak- 
ing their  places, — it  i>  not  strange  that  a  man  of  his  mould 
should  sometimes  have  provoked  the  remark  that  he  was 
rigid  and  unyielding.  But  this  tirmness  had  its  use.  It  not 
only  served  to  keep  this  church  upon  the  old  foundations, 
Init  it  brought  out  the  characteristics  of  other  churches  in 
liolder  relief.  If,  as  we  shall  all  admit,  God  permits  the  rise 
of  ditlereut  denominations  in  order  to  emphasize  various 
points  of  truth  which  no  one  denomination  could  suthciently 
emphasize,  it  is,  in  a  broad  view,  well  that  the  strong  features 
of  each  denomination  should  be  made  distinctly  to  a])pear. 
Though  controversy  otfends  many,  and  strong  characters  pro- 
voke criticism,  they  are  yet  needful  and  useful. 

The  ministry  of  ]Mr.  Emerson  was  a  prosperous  one.  The 
gospel  was  faitlifidly  preached.  The  discipline  of  the  church 
Avas  careful — extending  with  perhaps  too  close  scrutiny  to 
mere  opinions,  but  yet  keeping  tlie  faith  and  li/cs  of  the 
members  pure.  The  pastor  gave  his  warm  support  to  the 
temperance  movement ;  !)ut  for  another  movement  which 
then  attracted  some  attention,  and  is  now  attracting  more, 
he  had  h'ss  sympathy.  It  was,  dou])tless,  by  his  suggestion, 
that  the  church  once  voted  that  the  sisters  of  the  church  have 
the  rigid  to  listen  in  church  meetings. 

Mr.  Emerson  was  versatile  in  his  talents,  lie  was  an  ex- 
cellent nuisicinn  ;  com[)osed  music,  and  sometimes  ventured 
into  the  region  of  poetry.  Like  his  predecessor,  he  was 
much  interested  in  pu])lic  allairs,  and  preached  and  published 
sermons  which  ])reathe  a  thoroughly  patriotic  spirit. 

From  one  of  these,  preached  in  1<S:)9,  I  may  quote  the  fol- 
lowing :  '^Couldmy  voice  l>e  heard  from  Louisiana  to  ^luien, 
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and  from  the  Atlaiit'u'  to  the  liocky  ^Vrountaiiis,  I  would 
speak  out  with  tr;ini])(  t  toMu'uc,  and  d(*(jlare  as  hy  |)ro))ho(:y, 
that  sid)ordinatioii  to  civil  laws  in  a  free  state  can  no  easier 
be  induced  Avitlioiu  tlic  concurrent  teacluni^  of  religion,  sci- 
ence and  morality,  tlian  the  fundamental  laws  of  God's  em- 
pire can  l)C  annihihiti'd."" 

llavinii:  become  cnr('o])led  ])y  his  lono-  service,  ]Mr.  Emerson 
was,  in  1845,  provid(Ml  with  a  colleaii-ue.  The  choice  of  the 
church  and  parish  ffll,  wiih  his  hearty  consent,  ni)on  Jiev.  .Al- 
fred Emerson,  Vvho  \\as  de.-cended  from  the  same  heading 
famil}-  with  hiinscli'. 

It  is  the  testimony  of  tlie  associate  pastor  that  his  personal 
relations  with  the  senior  ]:>astor  were  of  the  pleasantest  char- 
acter. Perhaps  the  fact  Avas  owina*  to  the  spirit  vdiich 
prompted  the  fullowiuo-  sentiments,  which  I  tind  in  the 
**char£>"c"  ij:iven  ])v  the  elder  to  the  vouna'er,  when  the  latter 
was  ordained:  '^It  is  very  possible  that  too  much  maybe 
expected  of  ns  vsho  are  constituted  co-workers  in  this  vine- 
yard of  our  connnon  Lord.  .Vnd  who  will  not  say — It  is 
right  that  more  should  be  expected  than  from  one?  I  will 
tell  you,  brother,  how  Ave  may  clear  om'selves  in  this  mat- 
ter. Employ  all  our  talents  at  all  times  in  the  kingdom  and 
patience  of  Jesus  Christ,  disenthralled  from  the  world  : — 
then,  though  Israel  be  not  gathered,  and  we  fall  under  the 
unsparing  censure  of  misjudging  men,  yet,  while  these  will 
find  that  a  perverse  tongue  is  a  breach  in  the  spirit,  we  shall 
find  that  a  wholesome  tongue  is  a  tree  of  life  ;  our  con- 
sciences will  dis:i])use  us.  and  we  shall  be  glorious  in  the  eyes 
of  the  Lord,  and  our  (lod  shall  l)e  our  strength."' 

In  the  year  l-S.")!),  the  [)arish  made  an  amicable  arrangement 
witii  iMr.  Emerson,  whereby- he  was  relieved  of  pastoral  re- 
sponsil)ility ;  but  with  the  ex[)ress  uuderstandiiig  that  he 
should  "continue  to  hold  for  life  all  the  ministerial  rights 
and  privileges  whic'li  heaciiuircd  by  virtue  of  his  settlcnneut." 
After  tliat  time  he  rarely  preached,  though  his  intluence  was 
felt,  and  he  bore  the  name  and  honor  of  the  senior  pastor  tdl 
his  death,  ten  years  later. 

Up  to  the  close  of  ^Ir.  Emerson's  active  service  as  the  pas- 
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tor  of  the  eliiircli,  in  the  year  ls-)0,  none  of  its  ministers  bad 
ever  ham  dismisscMl.  Ten  years  later  it  conld  lie  said  tliat 
the  eight  pastors,  serving  npon  an  average  more  than  twen- 
ty-Hyo  years  each,  had  all  lived  and  died  v;\th  their  people. 
To  the  eredit  of  the  ^visdom  and  forbearance  of  both  pastors 
and  the  church,  the  record  stands,  that,  for  more  tlian  two 
hundred  year.-,  no  difHculties  demanding  the  services  of  a 
council  fur  any  purposes  Avhatev(>r.  had  ever  been  allow(^d  to 
rise.  Save  for  the  purpose  of  inducting  pastors  into  otfice, 
no  council  had  ever  been  cabcd.  If  dissatisfactions  arose, 
they  were  sulfered  to  sul)side.  aiid  the  ^h(>})herds  and  their 
Hocks  went  together  down  the  hill-sides  of  life."  The  mortal 
remains  of  most,  if  not  all.  of  those  shepherds,  repose  near 
together  upon  a  snimy  knoll  not  fir  from  the  church,  while 
on  every  side  are  the  resting  places  of  those  whom  it  ^vas 
their  privilege  to  lead  and  to  cheer. 

In  concluding  these  brief  notices  of  the  good  men  avIio 
have  adorned  the  ministerial  profession  iji  this  place,  let  me 
recall  to  your  jnind  the  thought  with  Avhich  the  tirst  of  these 
sermons  comnuMiced.  Other  men  labored,  and  we  have  en- 
tered into  their  labors.  The  ontward  l)lessings  that  we  en- 
joy are  not  the  result  of  brief  and  careless  ertbrt :  neither 
are  our  social  and  religious  institutions,  onr  means  of  educa- 
tion, the  truths  we  liold,  and  the  sentiments  we  cherish.  If 
with  the  Psalmist  we  can  say — ••The  lines  have  fallen  unto  ns 
in  pleasant  places,  }'ea,  we  have  a  goodly  heritage,"  the  power 
to  say  it  exists  because  men  sustained  and  impelled  by  taith  in 
God  and  l()\-e  for  Chri-t,  have  prepared  our  places  for  ns.  We 
are  indebt(>d  lo  many  men  who  h.-ive  wa.lked  these  streets, 
and  established  these  homes — civilians  of  v  arious  ranks  and 
of  many  virtues— l)ut  to  none  are  our  obligations  greater  than 
to  the  men  whose  careers  I  have  brielly  sketched. 

Summoned  to  the  ministry  ot  (,'hrisf,  it  A\as  their  duty  to 
o-uard  the  hiizher  and  mon^  i)reeious  interests  ot  men.  Thev 
counselled  the  lix  inu'.  and  buried  the  dead.  They  spoke  hi 
(iod's  name  on  behalf  ot  A  irtue,  honor,  intrlligeiiee  and  piety. 

As  the  advocates  ot  educat  ion,  none  labored  more  earnestly 
aiid  wisely  than  the}'.    As  (he  friends  of  so]>riety  and  order, 
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none  wielded  greater  moral  })ov,-er  than  they.  As  the  ])ro- 
moters  of  rii^'ht  feeiinu'  and  sduikI  priiiei[)l(;s  hi  society,  the 
influence  of  none  surpassed  theirs.  Their  honored  position  , 
the  truths  wliieh  they  declared,  and  the  woith  of  then'  |)er- 
sonal  characters,  made  their  continued  lahors  a  source  of  pos- 
itive power  In  the  defence  of  righteousness,  and  the  i)r()niotioii 
of  real  prosperity.  True  to  the  spirit  of  their  othce,  th(\v 
proclaimed  Christ  to  men,  and  with  his  aid  evoked  in  many 
hearts  high  resolves,  pure  desires,  and  di\'ine  att'ections. 
They  made  fidl  proof  of  their  ministry  :  and,  though  dead, 
they  yet  speak  to  us,  and  commend  anew  tlu^  truth  which 
through  two  centuries  has  tilled  these  homes  with  light. 


CONCERNING  THE  GATHERING. 


It  would  have  heen  inipatriotic  to  alloAV  the  eentennial  year 
to  pass  without  due  reeoii'uition.  The  luethod  of  liiviuu:  it 
tit  lienor,  thoui:h  for  a  time  in  doubt,  was  satisfactorily  set- 
tled. As  the  pastor  who  served  tlie  church  in  ITTl!,  hastened 
with  not  a  few  of  his  tioek  to  the  Concord  ])attle  ;  and  iis  the 
present  nieetini^-house — still  comely,  massive  and  sound  in 
all  its  timbers — is  the  very  structure^  in  Avhich  supplies  for 
the  army  of  AVashington  were  stored, — it  Avas  deemed  quite 
proper  that  the  church  should  draw  the  plan  of  the  observ- 
ance. The  only  ol)jeetion  was  that  she  was  too  old.  This, 
however,  was  over-ruled,  on  the  uround  that,  though  she 
had  been  at  work  more  than  a  century  and  a  quarter  before 
the  llevolution,  and  had  never  rested  since,  her  s]i)irit  was  as 
young  as  ever.  The  plan  which  she  ventured  to  suggest, 
included  two  hundred  and  thirty-two  years,  rather  than  one 
hundred,  and  was  executed  nearly  in  the  fblloAving  manner: 

On  the  evening  of  Wednesday,  June  21st,  INTO,  a  large 
company  assembled  at  the  church.  Invited  guests  from  other 
towns  and  churches,  and  representatives  of  old  families,  were 
present  in  goodly  nunil)ers.  Many  of  the  ladies  and  gentle- 
men wore  antique  costumes,  and  a  great  variet}'  of  relics 
of  past  days  and  usages  were  displayed.  After  an  hour 
spent  in  social  intercourse,  the  company  was  called  to  order 
}>y  K.  AV.  Eaton,  Ks(|.,  who  introduced  the  president  of  the 
occasion — K.  llaniilton,  Ks(|.  After  extending  a  cordial 
weh'onie  to  the  a.--sembled  guests,  he  invited  them  to  rei)air 
to  the  tastefully  adorned  vestries.  lender  the  direction  of 
Mr.  A.  A.  (/urrier,  am])le  tables  for  four  hundred  guests  had 
been  spread,  and  every  seat  was  tilled.  The  enthusiastic 
sin^anf^-  of  America,  and  a  fervent  prayer,  opened  the  exer- 
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cises.  The  abundant  repa-^t  havini^-  been  linisheJ,  and  the 
audience  havinii'  listened  to  excellent  sinoin*z\  the  President 
spoke  a.s  follows  : 

.VDDKESS  OF  HAMILTON. 

I  count  it  liigu  lioiior  ro-night,  to  welcome  this  presence  to  its  ances- 
tral liome  ;  to  M'clcomo  these  rejtresentatives  of  those  pions  :ind  sturdy 
men  who  planted  tJiis  church  in  the  M'ilderness,  and  defended  it  with 
their  ?jlood, — these  re]»resentatlve.^  wb.o  have  assembled  on  the  old  s[)ot 
to  revive  the  memories  of  the  eeniuries  ij^-onc  by  ;  to  recount  the  mm-e 
than  heroic  deeds  of  the  fathers,  and  perchance  to  draw  ins))iration 
from  their  history.  From  whatever  <|uarter  you  come,  or  liowever 
related  to  tiie  old  churcii  or  to  tlie  fathers,  whetlier  by  lineal  or  lateral 
ties,  or  onh'  In*  right  of  representation — I  bid  you  a  cordial  welcome — 
ihricc  welcome. 

This  3'car  the  nation  celeljrates  its  hundredth  birthday  by  an  exposi- 
tion, it  is  only  trite  to  say,  the  like  Avhereof  the  world  has  never  seen. 
The  whole  country — from  the  farthest  nortli  to  the  ( lulf,  from  the  At- 
lantic slope  to  the  Golden  Gate — gives  of  its  vast  resources  to  tlie 
National  Juljilation.  'J'he  choice:-t  products  of  her  agriculture,  her 
mechanics,  her  arts,  her  sciences  and  her  literature,  have  been  culled  to 
show  her  progress,  and  establish  her  place.  The  old  world — even  the 
farthest  Ea'^t — lias  sent  from  her  workshop  its  Ijcst  handiwork:  from 
her  loom  its  finest  fabric;  and  from  her  easel  its  most  artistic  touch,  to 
grace  the  occasion — and  even  tlie  sea  has  given  of  its  glories  to  ad<l 
splendor  to  the  scene. 

It  is.  too,  a  .harvest  year  in  rd'cllious  incidents  and  revolulioirary 
memories,  when  ilie  luition  and  individuals  are  greedily  garnering  up 
whatever  relates  to  national  or  individual  history  of  "tlie  times  that 
tried  men's  sords."' 

It  is  well  for  this  church,  whicli  had  arrived  at  a  patriarclial  age 
Avhen  the  nation  was  born,  ami  whii-li  took  an  active  part  in  tlie  great 
struggle  which  g.ive  it  ])iac(!  among  the  nation?,  to  gatiier  up  its  tradi- 
tions, bring  forth  its  relics,  and  recite  what  it  can  of  the  local  event-^ 
which  have  tran>})ired  during  tin'  two  hundred  and  Ih-rty-two  y(>nrs 
wliich  it  has  lived — and  to  kci-p  lVe>li  m  our  heart-  tlie  nuMuories  of 
those  men  who  planted  liere  the  =eeds  of  the  ci\-il  and  religious  liberty 
which  we  now  enjoy;  \\ho  enduretl  trial  and  danger,  privation  and 
sulferintr.  that  they  and  tho.>e  wiio  came  after  them  migiii  enjoy  what 
the  mouarchs  of  the  ohl  w«nld  ilenied— a  right  to  wor-hi[)  (jod  aeeord- 
ing  to  tiu!  dictates  of  their  own  consciences. 

Wi!,  of  this  dav  and  generation.  >urrounded  by  all  the  bh'-.-ings  whieli 
their  labor  purcluiscd,  can  have  Imt  faint  conception  of  tholr  cost,  ^\'e 
cannot  realize  the  deprivation  and  suflering  incident  to  founding  a  col- 
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ony  nm\  :i  nation  in  a  Innd  wliosc  only  iuliabitants  arc  wil:l  l)rasts  and 
wilder  savai:-es---who<('  cvtv  lui^Ii  ai;«l  ruck  is  a  lurkin:^  for 
the  foe.  Xor  can  we  realize  llu^  deep  eonvielion  ov  tlie  i)alriotie  devo- 
tion wliit-h  could  su-tain  a  lonir  and  -ucct'->rul  revolution  iov  the  >aktr 
ot  a  principle — but  wu  can  rceall  the  .-tirrinij:  oventd  of  iho-e  times,  and 
revive  tiie  motives  wliieh  prom])ied  tliem  :  and  we  can  (leteet  the  vital 
principles  of  l;oth  their  ci\  il  ami  rriiLiinus  polity — io\  o  of  (iuti,  lihrrty 
of  conscience,  ju.-t  and  Ctp-.al  laws  made  by  all  the  i)eo[)le,  lor  the  i:-en- 
eral  ;;ood — an  ennneiatiou  of  ei\il.  political  and  rcliuiou-  doctriai-  >«'o- 
ond  only  to  that  written  liv  the  tinu'cr  of  (b)d  on  tablet^  of  >tono,  I>y 
assembling-,  and  recailinir  thcdr  deeds  and  nv'tive-,  we  e:in  the  better  en- 
Joy  those  inestimable  bles-in^s  which  How  IVdni  their  labors,  ;yid  the 
better  transmit  them  to  those  wiio  conie  after  ns.  In  these  times,  when 
the  nation,  as  well  as  individuals,  lives  upon  the  hi'^h  jjressm-e  system, 
when  pvo<:i'ress  is  the  only  watchword,  vce  are  in  danixer  of  driftin<^ 
away  from  our  anchorage  p:round.  In  our  izreat  haste  for  wealth  and 
phice,  we  are  in  thinner  of  losiui;-  >vj:ht  of  the  i^reat  truths  winch  lie  at 
the  basis  ot  our  success.  We  have  ^een  it  in  busines--,  and,  alas,  we 
have  seen  it  in  politics,  where,  next  to  his  own  family,  a  man  onoht  to 
be  pure;  we  have  seen  it  in  law,  and  I  fear  we  mav  see  it  in  reli2:ion, 
unless  we  take  anew  our  bearings,  and  anchor  our  Ijclief  on  the  i'uri- 
tan  Rock. 

I  see  liere  before  me  descendants  of  the  oldest  families,  of  the  men 
who  felled  the  first  trees  in  the  unbroken  forest;  wJio  laid  the  corner 
stone  of  this  church,  and  signed  the  first  eompai-t ;  descendants,  also, 
of  those  God  fearing  men  "who  took  their  lives  in  their  haiuls,  and 
perilled  their  all  in  the  sacred  cause  of  freedom.*'  On  you  I  call  to- 
ni^-ht  for  the  tradition  of  vour  famines,  for  the  IcQ'cnds  which  have 
descended  from  generation,  to  generatloM,  fur  whatever  you  may  know 
of  church  or  individual  history.  Tell  it  to  us  in  speech  or  song,  in  prose 
or  verse,  as  the  heart  may  prompt. 

I  will  now  introduce  to  you  a  gentleman  descended  from  one  of  our 
oldest  families,  who,  to  the  antiquarian  love  that  he  inherits,  a<lds  the 
qualities  of  wi>dom  and  wit;  and.  who,  as  Toastmaster,  will  exercise 
his  skill  in  calling  forth  the  speeches  wiiieh  some  of  you  are  competent 
to  deliver,  and  all  o(  you  are  waiting  to  hear — 


C.   W.   EATOX,  ESQ. 


In.  tlic  appliuiso  Avhicli  followed  the  address,  Mr.  Kutoii 
arose,  and  after  a  few  Avord.s  expressive  of  his  pleasure  in 
the  occasion,  proceeded  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  to  rc^ad 
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THE  FIRST  SENTIMENT  : 

The  Church  of  the  First  Parish —Consecrated  bv  Time,  mi\y  it  reore  re- 
joice in  a  consecration  from  on  hio-h.  Durini;  the  centuries  it  has  stood 
a  citadel  for  the  right: — may  it  remain  while  time  siiall  last,  a  tower  stroma 
in  truth,  and  Heaven's  beacon  for  the  wandering  and  tlie  io>t.  it  iias 
been  divinely  guided  and  instructed,  through  a  succession  of  able  and  de- 
voted Christ.' m  ministers,  from  Rev.  Henry  Green,  in  1645,  to  Rev. 
Charles  R.  Bliss,  in  1S76. 

THE  KESPOXSE  OF  MR.  BLIS8. 

I  shall  beg-  your  forbearaneo  if  1  lind  it  ini])(><sible  to  expro-^  wluit  llie 
occasion  demands  of  me.  IMost  cordially  do  I  welcome  yon,  and  most 
heartily  do  I  thank  you  for  your  presence.  The  honors  of  tiie  evening::; 
belong  not  to  the  pa>tor,  but  to  the  churc-li.  Om;  of  tho  lirst  in-titutinns 
ever  planted  l)y  civilized  man  on  this  spoi:,  it  has  h;id  a  hi,-t(jry  of  growth 
and  usefulness  wliicli  may  well  excite  tiie  (]ce[)(.*>t  pdeasure  and  the  li\-i'- 
"^'^  liest  gratitude.  For  ceventy-live  years  it  was  the  only  religions  beacon 
from  Charlestowu  to  the  ^lerrimac,  and  into  Uiany  a  settler's  lowly  cabin, 
and  hito  njauy  a  weary  heart,  did  it  shed  the  light  of  faith  an  J  hope. 
Sending  forth  its  colonies  one  l)y  one,  it  upheld  them,  and  wrought, 
through  thtiir  hands,  while  it  wieldeil  a  more  concentrated  iniluence  in 
its  own  narrowed  sphere. 

Its  first  eight  pastors,  covering  with  their  faithful  service  two  full  cen- 
turies, left  ti  record  of  their  work  where  time  cannot  elface  it.  X(nu-ish- 
ing  this  church  in  its  infancy,  and  guiding  its  energies  in  later  years, 
the}'  lielped  to  make  it  an  ally  of  good  order,  and  a  promoter  of  right- 
eousness, whose  iniluence  liiis  community  feels  in  every  nerve.  'J'lie 
spirit  of  indepeiulence — sliared  by  your  fathers,  as  records  prove,  to  tin; 
full  measure  of  })atriotie  de\  otion — found  in  this  church  one  source  of 
its  inspiration.  The  love  of  education — the  Ju>t  pride  of  our  comnumity 
— exists  in  its  strength  beeau.>e  this  church  and  pari>h  charged  them- 
selves with  the  duty  of  providing  [)ublie  iu^lruetion  Ibr  the  children. 
Respect  for  law — ''the  second  nature  of  Xew  Fnglanders,"  and  as 
vigorous  herti  as  in  any  community  beneath  the  >un — derives  a  portion 
of  its  vitality  from  the  C'alvinisiic  views  of  tlivine  law  which  this  pulpit 
proclaimed.  A  church,  historic-  like  this — having  grown  witli  the  insti- 
tutions around  it,  and  uttered  its  voice  on  all  important  <pie.>tions,  and 
exerted  the  intlucnce  of  its  doetrines,  prinei[)l.'s  and  >pirit,  fro'.u  age  to 
age,  through  a  thousand  channels — wields,  and  mu>t  wieM.  a  power 
not  to  be  traced  or  mea>ured  by  linite  minds. 

l^et  me  congratulate  you  that  so  many  churches  exi.-t  where  once  this 
held  up  alone  the  banner  of  Chri>t.  Wc  i-cjoice  in  tlicii  number,  >irength 
and  prt^sperity.  Could  the  faithful  men  and  women  who  planted  in  the 
wiUierness  the  seed  from  which  these  cvv.ct  and  beautiful  growths  have 
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sprung,  look  upon  Ihoni  now.  their  astonishment  would  batllc  the  pow<M* 
of  oxpres'^if)n.  Likt;  a  hriirht  vision  of  Iiol)re\v  i)rophot'V  would  thi^ 
hour  of  festivity  i^lcani  on  their  >iaht.  ft  is  their  honor,  ihnt  the 
work  given  tlieni  was  thoroughly  done  :  and  well  may  we  perpetuate 
their  memories.  To  tins  glad  task  let  nie  again  welcome  tc»u.  AVe 
greet  with  joy  the  d:iughters  of  this  honored  mother ;  tlie  neighbors  who 
live  on  terms  of  nnleigned  amity  with  her,  and  the  numerous  guests 
before  us.  wlio  manifest  by  their  presence  kind  tlioughts  of  Jier.  ^May  the 
(iod  of  the  Fathers  protect  the  children,  and  may  our  worl^  bear  to  our 
successors  tiie  evidence  of  christian  wisdom,  zeal  and  fidelity. 


The  Banian  tree,  with  its  nuinerous  trunks  and  perpetual  life,  is  regarded 
by  the  Hindoos  as  an  emblem  of  Deity.  An  ancient  christian  church,  vi- 
tal with  spiritual  life,  is  often  like  that  wide-spreading  tree.  Its  extend- 
ing branches  falliiiL^  to  the  i;round,  taking  root  and  risini^  again  as  new 
trunks,  not  only  support  the  parent  stock  and  increase  its  beauty,  but  cov- 
er wide  spaces  with  tlic  refreshing  shade  of  religious  truth.  The  earliest 
branch  of  this  Banian  tree  fell  northward,  touching  the  soil  in  1713.  and 
sending  its  roots  firmly  down  in  1720.  We  shall  ask  our  brethren  of 
North  RcadiuLT  to  tell  us  how  large  that  trunk  has  become,  and  how  se- 
curely it  stands ;  or.  to  express  our  feelings  more  accurately,  we  will  ask 
the  eldest  daughter  to  report  her  prosperity. 

The  Ivev.  J.  AV.  Kingsbury,  pastor  at  Xorth  Eeading,  re- 
sponded : 

Mr.  CiiAimiAX :  I  am  glad  that  the  church  I  have  the  pleasure  to 
represent  had  so  good  a  mother — so  much,  you  know,  depends  on  good 
early  training.  I  am  glad,  too,  that  when  our  church  went  away  she  de- 
parted not  as  the  Prodigal  Son,  to  waste  her  substance  in  riotous  living 
in  a  far  country,  but  as  a  j)rudent  and  well-beloved  elder  daughter,  with 
the  parental  blessing  ]-esting  upon  her,  went  to  her  humble  home  in 
what  was  then  a  part  of  the  same  town,  tiiere  to  imitate  the  virtues  and 
piety  of  the  good  mother. 

With  heartfelt  gratitude  the  elder  daughter  recalls  how,  in  all  her  his- 
tory and  in  all  her  trials,  this  mother  church  has  followed  her  with  un- 
ceasing interest  and  sympathy,  and  through  one  channel  or  another  is 
helping  her  to  bear  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day ;  and  at  every  fami- 
ly gathering,  or  festive  occasion,  has  for  her  a  welcome  and  a  place. 
By  reference  to  what  we  may  call  the  Family  Record,  I  find  that  when 
the  elder  daughter  began  life  and  housekeeping— for,  strange  as  it  may 
seem,  she  bei^an  them  together — our  veneral-»le  mother  wus  7o  years 
old.  I  learn,  too,  that  when  a  half  century  had  passed,  and  consequent- 
ly when  our  mother  was  much  older  than  Abraham's  wifcv  shi:  was 
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blessed  with  another  <hui^liter.  I'>nt  tiiis  yoiini!,X'i-  daughter  must  have 
^rown  okl  last,  or  slio  would  iior  !iav(,>  been  called  ''01<l  S'./ //,'//.*'  How- 
ever, she  was  vi^'orous  enou^^-h  in  lior  ^i.»th  year  to  give  birtJi  to  a  ehild 
named  "Bethesda.  " 

Wliile  llie  Family  lleeord  and  the  fact  of  ;^'randmotherhood  ailbrd  eoii- 
vineiiig  proof  of  the  venerable  aire  of  the  mother  chureiu  yet  her  2;>2 
years  rest  li^rhtly  upon  her,  and  vre  joyfuily  pereeive  that  her  eye  is  not 
dim,  nor  her  natr.ral  tbree  abated. 

We  gladly  yield  to  her  the  palm  for  experience  and  wisdom,  for  vigor 
and  activity  ;  and  feel  that  it  is  no  disparagement  to  any  of  her  olfspring, 
to  apply  to  her  ^Milton's  dcs-eriplion  of  Kve,  and  declare  her  the  "fairest 
of  her  daughters."'  AVith  these  other  dana-iiier^,  iu  Avhose  larger  success 
the  elder  rejoices,  we  are  glad  here  this  evening  to  rise  up  and  call  our 
mother  blessed.  For  her  we  invoke  the  blessing  invoked  upon  Ptebekah 
by  her  kindred — "Be  thou  the  mother  of  thousands  of  millions,  and  let 
th}^  seed  possess  the  gate  of  those  which  hate  them.*'  Good  mother, 
long  may  you  live,  and  long  remain  your  present  "liliss." 


The  second  branch  of  this  Banian  fell  slightly  toward  the  northeast,  and 
also  became  fast  as  a  new  trunk  in  1720.  Our  Lynnfield  brethren  are  re- 
quested to  report  the  girth  and  strength  and  beauty  of  it;  or  to  inform  us 
what  fortunes  the  second  daughter  has  met. 

Rev.  D.  B.  Scott,  pastor  of  the  church  at  Lyimtield,  re- 
sponded. 

Mii.  President,  L.vdies  and  Gkntlemex:  The  church  in  Lynnlield 
lias  not  forgotten  her  mother.  It  is  said  that  the  metropolitan  (piestion 
in  Boston  is,  "How  much  do  you  know"—\n  New  York,  "How  much 
money  have  you  got."— in  Philadelphia,  "Who  are  your  ancestors.'' 
Like  the  Philadel[)hians,  the  church  in  Lynnlield  talks  about  her  ances- 
tors. She  has  been  in  perils  by  fal.-e  teachers;  and  been  compelled  to 
choose  between  submission  to  hands  tiiat  would  take  the  crown  of  di- ^ 
vinity  from  the  Redeemer's  htsad,  or  go  out.  She  remained  true  "to  the 
faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints,"  and  the  members  "went  oi5t,  not 
knowing  whither  they  went."  Xow  they  have  a  house  of  worship,  a 
membership  of  75,  and  a  zeal  for  God  that  is  "according  to  knowledge." 


The  churches  of  Stoncham  and  Wilmington  had  ])eeu  duly 
invited,  and  sentiments  in  their  honor  were  offered;  but  be- 
ing, perliaps,  enlisted  in  other  ccnteuuial  projects,  their  repre- 
sentatives wcro  not  present. 
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Nothing  is  more  comely  than  the  relations  existing  between  a  mother  of 
ripe  age,  courtly  in  manner  and  kindly  in  spirit,  and  a  daughter  .^rown  to 
Tnature  Avomanhood,  also  a  mother,  and  equally  imbued  with  generous 
feeling.  Having  long  been  companions,  rhey  are  rather  si.sters  than  moth- 
er and  daughter.  Mutual  aliection  and  confidence  remove  every  vestige 
of  occasional  disagreement,  and  they  pur.^ue  the  even  tenor  of  their  way 
loving  and  beloved.  Such  relations  sometimes  exist  between  churches. 
This  church  an'^  the  Old  South  Church  in  Reading,  for  more  than  one 
hundred  years  have  walked  together  and  leaned  upon  each  other.  If  this 
church  claims  the  honors  ot  motherhood,  it  is  but  to  emphasize  the  pride 
wdth  which  she  points  to  her  daughter. 

The  representatives  of  the  Old  ."South  church,  now  without 
a  pastor,  were  Dea.  Edgar  Damon — a  lineal  descendant  of 
Dea.  John  Damon,  one  of  the  rirst  deacons  of  this  church, — 
and  Dea.  T.  T.  Briga's.  The  tirst  named  gentleman  re- 
s{)onded  : 

.  Mil.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  :  We  thank  you  most  hear- 
tily, in  behalf  of  the  Old  South  Church  in  Heading,  for  your  kind  invita- 
tion to  this  bountiful  collation,  and  these  most  interesting  exercises. 
The  Daughter  with  glad  heart  comes  to  greet  her  revered  Mother,  who, 
with  kindly  hospitality,  welcomes  us  to  the  old  liomestead,  and  the  fes- 
tivities of  this  hour. 

As  we  sit  iiere  and  look  upon  this  family  part}-,  our  liearts  are  warmed 
as  the  events  of  the  past  are  brought  to  our  minds.  The  })ermanent 
good  this  church  has  accomplished  may  be  seen  in  these  added  churches, 
their  usefulness,  and  untold  intluences  for  good. 

This  ancient  structure,  how  well  it  stands ;  its  foundations  how  lirm — 
laid  deep  and  broad  upon  the  solid  Hock.  Every  post  erect  and  strong, 
every  brace  sustaining  its  part;  no  decay  is  here;  it  has  stood  the  trial 
of  centuries,  showing, 

'•How  well  our  God  secures  the  fold. 
Where  his  own  tlock  have  been." 

Mr.  President,  the  Old  South  Church,  Kk;  years  old,  is  still  full  of 
vio-or  and  courage,  and  comes  to  this  maternal  board  with  something  of 
pride  and  real  joy,  as        looks  upon  her  own  daughters  settled  by  her 

side  the  Baptist,  Jiethesda,  Methodist  and  Presbyterian  churches,  each 

doing  faithfsd  service  ibr  Christ.  And  now,  >ir,  thanking  you  for  a  place 
in  these  commemorative  exerei-es,  1  lUwe  with  this  sentiment:  ^May 
the  Motlier  Church,  "tried  and  tru(>.'"  ">tiil  bring  forth  fruit  in  her  old 
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It  is  a  sentiment  of  Scripture  tliat  "children's  children  are  the  crown  of 
the  old."  Churches  m-ay  sometimes  look  proudly  upon  their  uriind- 
daughterf.  and  sny,  '"Ye  are  our  cro\vn."  Thib  pleasure  i.^  permitted  to  us 
this  eveninc^;  and  \ve  challeni^e  any  other  ecclesiastical  matron  to  point  to 
a  brif^hter  crown  than  tiie  IJetliesda  ciiurch. 

Sunmer  Weston,  Esq.  rcsi)ondcd,  oxprcssinu*  congratula- 
tions and  warm  f(Hdin<r,s  of  regard  on  the  part  of  the  hirgc^ 
church  he  represented. 

Unity  in  variety  is  a  universal  law.  W'e  both  reco-^nize  and  rejoice  in 
it,  and  we  count  it  a  cause  tor  special  thanksgivin--  that  Christian  breth- 
ren, while  disagreeing^  upon  some  points,  may  yet  stand  together  upon  the 
platform  of  fundamental  truth.  Like  almost  every  ancient  church,  this 
one  has  witnessed  the  departure  of  tnemhors  tor  o])inion"s  sake.  While 
regretting  the  absence  of  those  brethren,  we  yet  respect  rheir  fidelity  to 
their  convictions.  \Ve  welcome  them  upon  this  connuemorative  occasion 
with  the  cordiality-  of  brethren.  We  rejoice  in  their  prosperity,  and  bid 
them  God-speed  in  their  work.  We  look  lor  a  response,  to  our  guests 
from  the  Baptist  church. 

The  Baptist  chiu'ch  was  represented  hy  Kev.  R.  M.  Xott, 
Brethren  A.  G.  Sweetser,  Edward  ]\Iansliel<l  and  A.  X. 
Sweetser.    The  gentleman  tirst  named  responded  : 

The  respoiiJ^e  to  this  .sentimciit  would  mo^t  :ipi)ropriately  come  from 
the  pastor  of  the  church,  Uev.  Dr.  Key  ser,  or  from  our  venerable  brotli- 
er,  Rev.  Jonas  Evans,  who,  if  present,  might  not  merely,  as  one  of  its 
oldest  antl  most  beloved  members,  re})resent  our  church,  but  would  also 
undoubtedly  be  welcome  as  one  connected  intimately  with  a  number 
the  oldest  families  in  the  town,  and  one  whose  memory  is  a  storehouse 
filled  with  interesting  recollections  of  the  religious  history  of  the  place. 
But  the  absence  from  town  of  the  former,  and  the  ill  health  of  the  lat- 
ter, have  caused  the  duty  of  n'plying  to  this  courteous  and  fraternal 
sentiment  to  be  committed  to  one  less  qualified.  Yet  I  possess  one  pecu- 
liar qualifieation,  in  that,  while  a  real  and  complete;  Laptf-t,  I  am  als,> 

]i,-,|^ed  I  suppose  by  :ui  in-tqiarable  l)om} — with  the  Congregationaii>ts. 

The  water  of  eonseeraliuii,  tiie  "-eal  of  the  covenant,^'  was  duly  placed 
upon  my  brow  in  iiifiuey  l)y  the  hands  of  my  father,  at  that  time  a  Con- 
"•rc'^-ational  t»a>t('r.  and  I  was  of  com'so,  by  that  ceremony,  made  a 
member  of  a  Congregational  church,  in  that  sense  in  which,  the  ''ciuld- 
reu  of  the  church"  are  Uiembei-s.  As  1  have  never  lu-en  notified  of  nty 
dismission,  or  excommunication,  undoubtedly  I  am  still  a  member.  I 
hopo  I  shall  receive  duo  watcli-caro. 
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But  it  is  worthy  of  bein;;  rcnienil)ore(l  on  this  occasion,  that  Baptist 
churches  are,  in  retcrenco  to  one  o{  liu?  thin;is  that  most  atlcct  church 
character,  ihcnisclves  inemljcrs  of  the  fatnilij  of  C'ongrep^ational 
churches.  Our  form  of  church  ;ioverntnent  is  substantially  th*'  sau-.c 
with  yours.  Oiu-  polity  not  tlu;  i'rdatic,  nor  tin;  Presbyterian,  l)ut 
the  ConL,a-eg-ational.  Be>iiles,  we  liail,  to  a  con>iilerabl(;  extent,  a  com- 
nion  origin  with  yiui.  As  regards  n\\v  l-^igii.^h  <h.'\ eio|)ment.  we  weic, 
like  your  denomination,  apai  t  of  tiie  i^uritan  slocic  whicli  arose  to  con- 
tend against  tlie  corruption  and  tyranny  of  tlie  ecclesiastical  establish- 
ment in  England.  Jn  this  country  our  independent  development  at  !irst 
struggled  against  an  (;b>taele  in  tiie  theocratic  institutions  which  the 
noble,  but  of  course  not  properly  enlightened,  forefathers  of  Xew  Eng- 
land thought  it  their  right  and  duty  to  estal)lish:  and  in  the  facttliat,  in 
respect  to  some  of  our  denominational  principles,  we  wore  found  to  be 
even  pro/cs'^ants  ngainst  the  Protestant^,  lint  we  are  now  seen  t'>  W. 
only  standing  side  by  side  with  you,  in  relation  to  two  most  fnndamen- 
tal  matters:  lirst,  as  to  tiie  defence  of  wiiat  lias  come  to  b(i  universally 
recognized  in  America  as  the  true  Protestant  theory  of  the  proper 
relations  of  civil  government  to  religion  and  the  rights  of  conscience — 
a  theory  which,  established  as  it  seems  to  be,  American  Protestants 
generally  may  yet  Ijc  called  upon  to  maintain  strenuously  against  a  dan- 
gerous assaulting  Ibrce ;  and,  secondly,  what  is  l)etter,  in  relation  to 
the  support  and  the  universal  propagation- of  a  true,  evangelical  Chris- 
tianity. 

The  Baptist  church  in  Wakefield  congratulates  this  church  on  its  age, 
its  growth  in  the  past,  and  the  prosperity  it  now  enjoys;  and  desires  the 
continuance  of  warm  fraternal  relations  on  the  basis  of  mutual  Chris- 
tian confidence  and  love.  h •.;>;;  .'ri-. 


The  charity  of  the  Gospel  is  a  beautiful  mantle,  and  as  broad  as  it  is 
beautiful.  When  the  Universalist  churches  were  formed  in  New  England 
they  asked  for  a  larger  charity  among  christians;  and  if  they  arraigned 
existing  churches  as  having  too  little,  they  did  but  emphasize  a  truth  which 
men  are  prone  to  neglect.  We  are  glad  to  have  with  us  the  newly-settled 
pastor  of  the  Universal ist  church,  from  whose  lips  the  Gospel,  as  under- 
stood bv  himself  and  liis  brethren,  is  receiving  a  vigorous  and  faithful 
exhibition. 

Response  by  Rev.  Qiiincy  Whitney  : 

lie  c(jngratulated  the  Pastor  and  Parish  on  the  occasion  whicli  had 
called  the  company  together;  ;\m\  thought  it  something  to  stimulate  and 
encourage  any  church,  that  it  had  such  a  history  behind  it,  and  cmboil- 
icd  ill  its  present  condition  so  much  swect  ohllstlail  IVatcraity.    He  re- 
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joiced  tlitit  the  (lay  had  dawned  when  all  the  churclu's  lep^ardod  "tho 
charity  of  the  _i;-osper'  as  "a  l)i-oad  and  hcantiriil  manile,"*  and  tliat  they 
eould  now  i'(>('()<_;-ni/e  in  it  nirn-c.  than  l')rni.'rly,  ^onw.  common  ;^-ronnd  ot 
Christian  Union,  lie  saw  in  it  the  more  ho])crnl  day  I'or  the  woi-ld  : 
und  instead  ot' tearin,!-;  each  otlierin  pi-n-cs,  i)y  thcoloi:i<;al  weapons,  tliey 
would  all  take  tlie  "sword  of  the  spirit^'  and  march  iiand  and  shonlder 
to  victory.  There  was  some  common  irronnd  on  wliicli  ilicy  could  all 
stand,  notwitiistandinr^-  their  tlicoretical  ditferenccs,  and  that  is  the  spirit 
of  charity  and  toleration,  and  the  vital  principles  of  what  makes  the 
real  Christian,  lie  illustrated  this  point  and  the  position  of  the  ditferent 
sects,  by  sayini^  tiiey  might  all  be  represented  l)y  tahinir  some  vials  and 
lining  them  with  water,  and  colorinir  eacii  ditfercntly.  One  color  should 
represent  one  sect,  another  a  dillerent  sect,  &c.,  through  the  catalogue. 
The  coloring  in  each  was  the  theological  view  "which  each  i)ut  upon  the 
Bible — while  the  basis  of  all  these  iliirerent  compounds  Wvuitcr.  Each 
church  has  something  of  the  "water  of  life,'"'  and  should  not  think  more 
of  its  shade  of  theological  ditVerences,  than  of  the  water  itself. 


Among  denominations  of  Christian?,  our  Methodist  brethren  have  no 
superiors  for  zeal ;  and  their  zeal  has  been  repaid  by  a  wonderful  growth. 
When  their  church  in  this  town  was  established,  it  received  from  this  the 
right  hand  of  warm  fellowship,  and  we  have  seen  no  reason  to  withdraw 
it.  We  take  pleasure  in  congratulating  them  upon  the  success  of  their 
efforts,  and  wish  them  a  still  greater  degree  of  it. 

The  Kev.  John  Peterson,  pastor  of  the  ^Methodist  chnrch, 
was  unavoidably  absent. 


The  Diaconate  of  the  First  Church — illustrated  in  the  past  by  many 
pious  and  saintly  names  ;  represented  in  the  present  by  devoted  christian 
men., 

Eesponsc  by  Dea.  George  E.  ^Morrison  : 

It  is  true  that  the  otVice  of  Deacon  in  this  church  has  been  tilled  by 
many  saintl}'  nien.  The  nund)er  who  liave  served  it  in  that  capacity 
is  now  forty;  and  tlic  service  of  some  of  them  extended  over  very 
long  terms.  When  1  came  to  this  town,  more  tlnin  forty  years  ago, 
I  attended  meeting  at  this  churcii,  and  my  mind  reverts  to  those  days 
with  vivid  recollections  of  the  leading  men  of  that  time,  esj)eeially 
the  deacons.    There  were  Dea.  Bryant,  Dea.  Eaton,  Dea.  Oliver,  Dea. 
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Boardraan,  Dea.  Xorcross,  and  Capt.  Thomas  Emerson  ;  now  all  ^ona 
to  their  rest.  The  khid  words  that  I  received  from  each  of  them  still 
linger  in  my  m\m],  givino:  me  a  ^reat  decree  of  pleasure.  May  their 
raantle  fall  upon  iis.  tliat  we  may  be  able  to  disehar^re  our  duties  as 
faithfully  as  those  servants  of  the  Lord  did  in  their  day.  My  sentime)it 
is,  that  this  church  may  in  coming  years  send  out  more  l)ranehes  than 
she  has  already  sent  forth.  And  may  her  graces  shine  out,  that  she 
may  be  a  beacon  liglit  to  many  a  wandering  pilgrim. 


The  Gould  Family — Said  to  be  -  'very  set  in  their  ways,"  it  should  be  add- 
ed to  their  honor,  that  they  are  almost  always  set  in  the  right  wav. 
One  excellent  scion  of  the  race  is  well  set  at  the  head  of  our  large  and 
growing  Sabbath  school,  and  is  a  Deacon  beside. 

Eespouse  hy  De;i.  J.  G.  Aljorn  : 

Mr.  PiiESiDENT  :  To  your  sentiment  my  feelings  and  reason  respond. 
It  is  even  so — stern,  indexible,  stubborn  sometimes,  it  may  be,  is  the 
family,  the  race.  How  can  this  family  trait  be  better  regulated  and  em- 
ployed than  in  the  work  of  the  church  and  sabbath  school — an  institu- 
tion acknowledged  by  every  christian  sect  and  denomination  to  be  good, 
affording  the  purest  instruction,  the  sweetest  associations,  the  holiest 
principles;  thus  drawing  for  us  wisdom  from  the  past,  and  hope  for  the 
future.  This  school  was  founded  in  the  year  1818,  by  earnest  men  and 
women.  Most  of  them  I  must  have  known,  as  it  is  more  than  forty 
years  since  I  became  a  member.  There  have  been  eleven  Superintend- 
ents. Dea.  Aaron  Bryant,  the  iirst  elected,  held  the  oflice  not  less  than 
thirty  j'ears.  His  name,  ability,  faithfulness,  and  devotion  to  evangeli- 
cal truth  and  every  vital  intercut  of  the  school,  should  be  handed  down 
Irom  lather  to  son,  to  the  latest  generation.  His  successors  have  fol- 
lowed nearly  tlie  same  methods  which  were  employed  in  the  beginning, 
finding  them  wise  and  efficient  in  making  this  a  school  full  ot  life  and 
interest;  and  I  rejoice  to  be  able  on  this  commemorative  occasion  t?o  re- 
port— that  wluch  n(j  one,  I  think,  will  call  in  (piestion — tliat  never,  in 
the  long  hist{nT  of  the  church,  parisli,  or  sabbath  school,  were  we,  in 
all  respects,  in  a  moi-c  hai)py  and  ])rospcrous  condition  ;  and  we  trust 
in  God,  that  lie  will  raise  up  men  of  faith  and  courage,  who  "count  not 
their  lives  dear  to  them,"  so  that  Christ  and  His  cause  shall  be  effectual 
in  the  salvation  ot  sinners. 


The  foUoAviug  sentuncut  was  furuislied  by  the  Pastor : 


The  Eaton  Familv~One  of  the  oldest,  most  numerous  and  most  honor- 
able, it  has  furnished  some  of  the  wisest  of  our  public  servants.  To  none 
of  the.se  is  the  town  more  indebted  than  to  one  who,  at  the  clo^e  of  a  life 
of  wide  usefulness,  gave  to  it  an  accurate,  complete  and  invaluable  Town 
Historj' — The  Hon.  Liliey  Eaton.  We  miss  his  ever  welcou^c  presence: 
but  we  hold  in  lastim;  and  grateful  memory  his  pure  character,  his  worthy 
example,  and  his  arduous  services. 

.Response  by  Ileiiiy  L.  Eaton,  Esq.  of  Svvampscott : 

Mk.  Phesu^knt,  fokmkk  Pastok,  and  EiiiENDS:  I  thank  you  heart- 
ily for  the  privilege  of  responding  to  the  sentiment  just  given. 

You  have  referred  in  words  of  eulogy  to  one  who  for  a  lifetime  gave 
of  the  best  he  had,  wliethcr  of  time,  talent,  or  labor,  and  at  the  last,  I 
cannot  help  thinking,  life  itself,  to  his  native  town.  .Sir,  Liliey  Eaton 
loved  Avith  no  eommon  love,  the  place  that  gave  him  lurtli.  It  was  to 
him  the  dearest  spot  on  all  the  earth ;  and  of  all  her  sons.  I  believe 
none  ever  accomplished  more  than  lie,  for  her  pti.-^t,  present,  and  future 
prosperity.  Standing  here  on  this  centennial  occasion — my  own  life 
measuring  just  half  of  it — I  miss  the  familiar  countenances  of  many 
whom,  for  long  years,  I  remember  as  associates  of  my  honored  father. 
Their  descendants  are  before  me ;  and  to  you.  companions  of  ray  child- 
hood, and  friends  of  later  years,  I  extend  a  hearty  greeting. 

Members  of  the  Congregational  Ciiureli:  Eighteen  yeaisago  you  re- 
ceived my  wife  and  myself  to  your  fellowship  and  communion;  and  I 
look  back  to  that  time  with  feelings  of  gratitude  which  I  cannot  express. 
Precious. to  me  arc  the  memories  of  prayer  meetings  I  have  attentled  in 
the  old  and  in  the  new  vestry.  Father  Emerson  and  ])ea.  Bryant,  rise 
before  my  mental  vision  ;  and  I  bless  the  Lord  that  He  ever  called  me 
into  his  kingdom.  Thanking  you  all  for  this  opportunity  of  meeting 
yon  once  more,  I  offer  the  following  sentiment — 

Members  of  this  Church  who  have  gone  before — May  their  Christian 
graces  live  in  us. 


The  Cowdrey  Family — From  William  Cowdrey,  one  of  the  earliest  set- 
tlers,— Deacon,  Selectman,  Representative,  and  of  rare  clerkly  skill,  as 
deeds  and  records  even  n.-)w  attest. — down  to  the  present  time,  the  stock 
has  not  degenerated;  and  the  latest  descendant,  emulating  the  virtues  of 
his  progenitor,  even  excels  him  in  beauty  of  chirography,  and  may  yet  be 
a  Deacon. 

Response  by  Waldo  E.  Cowdrey,  Esq  : 

Mu.  PlirsiDEXT,  Ladils  ANI>  r.ENTLEME"N' ;  Deacon  Cowdrey  was  a 
farmer,  a  ^pn  of  the  ,A>ii,  who  ^oi  liis  living  by  lijling  it,  as  his  devswod- 
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ants  in  this  town  iiave  to  the  oiirhth  iieneralion.  lint  1  do  not  propose 
to  tell  you  "what  I  know  iil.Mur  fanninL'.""  ami  will  only  say  that  T  \w\h: 
his  faniily  may  alway>  !ia\  i'  ihc  ri-iii.  to  pia.-e  (.n  tjicir  coat  oi  ann>  the 
plough  lis  Avell  a>  tiio  ptMi.  l»oiu  at  the  ojx'uiii^-  <d'  the  17th  century,  in 
the  reign  of  good  (,)ueen  !p>  i)eloiig>  \n  the  epoch  of  Shakspetire 

and  the  Suani-h  Armada.  [  am  ut)ai)]e  to  Lnvc  you  his  opinions  upon 
the  Kngli-li  ])oet  or  the  S[)anish  ]):rates;  hut  as  actions  speak  louder 
than  words,  we  learn  liis  view^  on  two  important  matters.  In  early 
manh(»od  he  heard  the  \-oicc  of  som(>  ( irecjcy  of  that  liay  sayinir,  "Go 
West,  young  man;"'  l)ut  (and  I  caii  tlie  attention  of  all  young  men  to 
the  i'act)  he  uot  married  hefore  he  Avcnt  West.  One  otiier  thing  we 
learn  iV(Uu  his  record — le.'  j»aid  liis  ]);is-age  over,  and  I  trust  his  example 
of  paying  his  way  may  he  foHowc;!  l>y  all  liis  children. 

Mr.  President,  I  ho})e  this  ancient  church  nniy  always  have  on  its  roll 
of  members  some  who  hear  the  names  of  its  founders:  but  I  also  hope 
that  in  the  future,  as  in  tiie  jK^^t,  its  burdens  may  be  borne,  and  its  hon- 
ors shared,  i)y  many  new  one- — >trangers  to  our  fathers,  but  not  strang- 
ers to  tiieir  faith. 


The  Bancroft  Family — includinf^  I^eacons,  Captains,  Esquires,  Doctors 
of  Divinitv,  HistcriauN  and  Judcre-.  ICminent  in  the  past,  more  eminent 
to-day. 

The  Temple  Family — iIlustrioii>^  for  their  virtues  and  their  ancestry, 
leading  back  to  an  English  lineai^e.  which  includes  snch  names  as  Lord 
Chatham,  Lord  Grenville  and  Lord  Palnierston. 

Jiiclfc  Solon  Bancroft  oi  Ivcinliiiir,  rc])lic(l  for  l)otli  of  the 
last  iuiine<l  families  ;  expressing  his  ph'a.snre  in  being  a  sharer 
ill  the  exercises  of  the  occasion,  and  his  increasing  admira- 
tion for  the  heroic,  wi>e  and  self-denying  men  Avho  have  pre- 
ceded ns. 


The  Poole  Faniily  — in  our  early  hi>tory.  di^tinuidshed  for  wealth,  talents, 
and  intcc^Titv.— some  worthy  tlocciuiants  are  still  among  us. 

Response  hy  Dr.  Alexander  Poole  : 

This  is  not  the  place  to  l;*)  into  the  hi-lorv  ami  biograi)liy  of  tlu;  Pooles. 
I  can  only  give  a  few  general  iaets  e(»ncerning  them. — John  Poole,  the 
ancestor  of  all  of  the  name  in  this  vicinity,  and,  it  is  believed,  in  ^Laine 
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and  Connecticut,  was  umono-  the  first  settlors  of  this  town  ;  and  the 
name  caine  to  \)q  amonii:  tlio  nio-t.  lUMuorous  on  the  ]i<t  (if  citizens  ;  and, 
as  far  as  is  known,  thiT  were  umunL;-  the  weahhiot,  and,  c/,s'  n  nyiisa- 
quence,  tlic  most  rcsprrfcd  elas<  of  citizens.  Anioni;-  tliem  are  round  a 
♦goodly  number  o{  CdpUiin^,  Liculc/i'tji'.-^,  J/i.^ficrs  of  fhc  Pcurc,  Jjrarous, 
and  one  for  several  y(^:u's  Town  CMerk.  Two  ii;ra(luated  IVom  ^ar^-al■d  Col- 
legQ,  and  one  , settled  as  a  elei-i!,Tman  in  Nova  Scotia.  John,  tlic  iir-t  of 
the  name,  built  the  (Ir.-t  mill  in  town,  on  tlni  site  where  now  stands  the 
Wdkefichl  R((f'jrn  FucfoDj  ;  thus  whih;  replenishing:  his  own  coflVrs.  he 
furnished  the  ^-rain  in  a  lorm  aeoe'i)tabIe  to  the  stomachs  of  his  n(-ii^h- 
bors.  But,  alas!  Froin  beini;'  numrr.tus' and  intluential,  they  ha\-e  sad- 
1\'  decrcneiated,  until  now  (Uily  Iwo  of  the  name  remain  in  town  of  all 
that  numerous  race. 


The  Emerson  Family — numerous,  rc<:pccted  and  intluential,  but  especial- 
ly noted  for  its  ministers  and  mili  ary  men,  aniong  whom  may  be  named 
Rev.  Josepli  Emerson  of  Mendon,  Rev.  Dr.  Brown  Eincf^on  of  Salem, 
Rev.  Reuben  Emerson  of  South  Reading-.  Rev.  Alfred  Enierson  of  Lan- 
caster, and  Rev.  Thomas  A.  Emjrsonof  Braintree;  Capt.  Thomas  Emer- 
son, of  Revolutionary  I'amc,  and  Capt.  Thomas  Emer.son.  whose  form  and 
voice  have  been  so  often  seen  and  hear^l  in  this  plai'.e,  and  who.  full  of 
years,  has  lately  passed  to  his  rest. 

Response  by  Capt.  James  F.  Emerson  : 

Our  Ancestors — iSray  their  descendants  ever  follow  them  in  those  paths 
of  life  filled  with  good  d^eds  and  noble  e^camples,  and  may  the  lii^ht  of 
this  (their)  church,  at  the  end  of  an  additional  232  years,  continue  to  re- 
flect the  beams  of  gospel  light,  repeating  the  proclamation:  ''Fear  not, 
for  behold,  I  bring  yoa  goad  tidings  of  great  joy,  which  shall  be  to  all 
people." 


.  We  have  among  us.  a  venerable  and  respected  gentleman  of  our  own 
communion,  and  one  wdio  loves  sweet  sounds;  directly  connected  by  blood, 
though  not  by  name,  with  some  of  the  oldest  and  worthiest  families  of 
Reading,  bjing  a  linjal  djscendant  of  Rev.  Samuel  1  laugh.  Dea.  Tliomas 
Nichols,  Capt.  John  Herbert  and  Dea.  John  Goodwin — Need  I  name  Jai:nes 
Eustis,  Esq.  t 

Response  bj  Islv,  Eustis  : 

jNf}'  earliest  ancestors  in  this  town  were  Xathaniel  Goodwin  and  Rich- 
ard 2*.'icliols,  who  came  here  more  than  two  hundred  years  ago.    I  am 
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doubtful  whether  I  can  claim  tiescont  fVom  Rev.  Samuel  Ilau-h ;  but 
that  tliere  were.  De  icons  in  iny  Hno  is  (|uito  tiiie.  My  memory  ;;oes 
back  seventy-rour  years.  a;id  I  can  n-.-oUect;  ai-tinctly,  lookinir  ui)on  the 
remains  of  Mr.  Prentice  in  his  cofiin.  I  can  remember  the  ordination 
ot  Mr.  Emerson  in  the  followini;  year.  3lr.  Eaton  mentions  in  his  his- 
tory the  feat  <jf  the  Xeu'ro  Doss,  in  liftiii:^  one  of  the  i^-reat  pieces  of 
;^ranite  when  this  churcli  was  built.  I  remember  "Old  Doss."'  He  was 
a  man  of  great  a.al  powerful  frame.  V/hen  the  old  church  was  repair- 
ed, and  tiie  soundinii:-i)oard  was  taken  down,  I  bou<^ht  it,  and  kept  it  in 
my  barn  fur  years  as  a  imanento  of  old  timc^;  but  it  was  rather  cum- 
bersome, and  was  taken  to  piece.-.  In  your  toa-t  you  allude  to  my  love 
for  sweet  sounds.  1  have  such  a  love,  and  for  many  years  enjo\ed  ])ulj- 
lic  worship  in  the  g-allery  with  tiic  siui^ers.  I  love  my  native  town,  and 
am  glad  that  the  rising  geueration  iind  pleasure  in  thinking  of  the 
fathers. 


Among  the  honored  names  of  the  early  church  of  the  first  Parish,  are 
found  those  of  Thomas  and  Susannah  Hartshorne,  and  later,  that  of 
James  tlartshorne.  for  over  twenty  years  a  deacon  of  this  church — a  nu- 
merous and  respected  race,  noted  for  their  intelligence  and  good  looks. 

Response  by  Jacol)  C.  Hartshorne,  Esq.  : 

Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, — As  I  look  down  the  long, 
dim  path  of  years,  and  view  tlie  nol)le  deeds  and  memorable  names  so 
thickl}'  strewn  therein,  I  feel  how  weak  and  inadequate  will  be  the 
words  which  come  at  iny  command,  in  response  to  this  noble  sentiment. 
But,  sir,  I  cannot  conceal  the  honest  pride  I  feel  in  the  fact  that,  among 
the  founders  of  this  ancient  church  :ind  town,  my  ancestors  bore  a  lielp- 
ful  and  honorable  part.  Time  would  fail  me  to  speak  of  all,  from 
Thomas  down  to  James  ;  l>ut  that  they  were  useful,  energetic,  tried  and 
true,  is  well  attested  by  the  record  of  their  eventful  lives  as  members  of 
the  church  and  State;  and  although  none  of  them  ac({uired  great  wealth, 
they  have  thus  far  been  able,  all  of  them,  to  blow  Ihcir  oiun  horn.  But 
"art  is  long,  and  time  is  tlceting,"'  and  remembering  your  injunction  to 
be  brief,  I  beg  leave  to  close  my  remarks  by  offering  this  sentiment, 
expressive  of  the  spirit  of  our  ancestors : 

Liberty  I  — 'Tis  Liberty  alone  that  gives  the  flower  of  fleeting  life  its  lus- 
tre and  perfume  ;  ami  we  are  weeds  without  it. 


The  great  family  of  Brown — It  has  reflected  honor  on  the  old  town, 


68 


from  Nicholas  Brown,  the  first  settler,  through  Deacons,  Generals,  Cap- 
tains, and  E'^quires.  The  blood  is  wcU  preserved,  though  the  name  lias 
becom-  scarce  in  our  Society. 

Response  by  T.  J.  Skiumjr,  Esq  : 

Havini;  beer  requested  to  respond  to  the  torei^-oiui;'  toast,  in  behalf  of 
wife  and  children,  I  have  Ibund  upon  eonsnltin^'  our  valuable  Town 
History,  that  my  laiiiily  are  direct  descendants  of  the  veritable  ^Xicludas 
mentioned  in  the  toast — beinii;  only  tlie  seventh  and  eiiihth  iren(jration 
removed,  and  cominir  <^i<^''^vn  iis  follows,  viz.  :  IVoni  Xieholas  to  Josiah, 
to  Josiah  again,  to  Xaihaniei,  to  Jaeol),  to  Pearson,  to  John  IJrown,  Jnd, 
who  was  the  father  of  my  wife.  Said  Nicholas  i-ame  over  from  Knir- 
land,  and  first  settled  in  l^ynn,  but  soon  removed  to  this  town,  where  he 
resided  upon  the  place  now  occupied  by  lO.  A.  I'pton,  Es<[.,  and  also 
upon  the  estate  now  owned  by  Lucius  Beebc,  Ks<i.  General  lienjamin 
Brown,  of  llevolutionarv  fame,  was  also  a  de.^cendaiit  of  Nicholas, 
through  another  son — Joseph.  He  was  an  eminent  and  influential  citizen 
of  this  town  for  many  years.  He  was  l>y  tra.de  a  tanner.  He  was  also 
a  soldier  in  :he  llevolution.  Colonel  in  Ihe  Continental  army,  CJeneral 
in  the  militia.  Town  Clerk,  Selectman,  Representative,  delegate  to  tln^ 
1st  Provincial  Congress,  and  last — Avhicli  in  those  times  was  ef>nsidered 
highest  of  all — became  a  deacon  in  the  church.  Still  another  branch  of 
the  Brown  family  is  the  family  residing  in  the  east  part  of  the  town,  of 
which  the  late  W.  L.  Brown,  Esq.,  was  a  part.  They  alst)  descended 
from  Nicholas,  through  another  son — Coi  iielius.  As  -uimcstedin  the 
toast,  the  name  of  Brown,  although  so  common,  has  become  somewhat 
scarce  in  our  own  society.  The  only  persons  left  of  our  own  family  to 
continue  the  name,  are  the  two  children  of  the  late  Hervey  \V.  Brown, 
and  the  children  of  the  late  Charles  B.  Bn-own. 


■  The  Aborn  Family— Though  not  among  the  hrst  settlers  of  Reading, 
they  early  flourished  in  our  sister  town  of  Lynntield,  :ind  ha\  t-  long  been 
firmly  rooted  in  our  soil.  Their  record  is  good,  and  may  t!ie  blood  and 
name  be  perpetuated — hy  George,  (if  not  by  others.) 

Response  by  George  W.  Aboni,  Esq.  : 

One  of  the  numijer  v.ho  formed  the  first  church  in  Lynntield  was  Dr. 
John  Aborn.  His  son  Samuel,  who  v/as  Deacon  in  the  same  church, 
was  my  grandfather.  Aborns  are  few  in  number,  but  have  always 
been  found  filling  various  oflices  in  the  church  ainl  parish. 
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Joseph  Damon,  the  worthy  son  ot' n n  honored  tather,  Dea.  John  Damon. 
He  left  us  2CO  years  a-o.  h;;v  oniv  ji;  f  rctiirn-jd  in  tiie  pci?on  of  hi< 

very  great  'grandson.  t!ie  prccioi;-  u::^)v  vA  MTvices  in  the  cau.se  of 

Christ  and  Humanity,  is  workl  widt^—the  Seatnan's  Friend.  Rev.  Dr. 
Samuel  C.  Damon  of  Honoluki. 

Response  In'  tullovrinir  le'tter: 

WoucKSTiii:,  June  l'O,  1876. 

C.  AV.  Eatox,  K>q 

MyDeauSik: — Your  letter  oi  ye-iei-(lav  iias  this  moment  l)een  re- 
ceived, and  I  hasten  to  reply.  e,\]in'<>.iui;  my  >ineere  and  heartfelt  regret 
that  my  previ(;ns  engairenients  will  not  allow  me  to  be  present  on  the 
interestnig  oeeasion  referred  to,  or  even  to  visit  agahi  the  good  old  town 
of  Reading. 

Please  assure  all  gatherin-j'  on  U'etlnesday  evening  at  your  CV«^:???iiV// 
Service,  of  my  cordial  good  wii!,  and  the  honor  which  I  so  much  value 
of  being  connected  with  the  original  settlers  of  Heading,  and  especially 
being  thus  connected  \vith  one  of  the  very  earliest  Deacons  of  the 
Church,  and  his  wife  .V'i'jail. 

On  returning  to  my  far-away  home  in  the  Paeitic,  I  shall  look  back 
with  an  honest  pride  to  licadinir,  associating  the  names  of  Bcadimj, 
Dcdham,  and  Ilohh  n,  witii  tliat  of  IL^unln In,  whore  I  have  spent  more 
than  one  third  of  a  century  in  preaching  the  gos])el,  and  where  I  hope 
to  finisli  my  ministry,  when  it  .>hall  please  the  Master,  who  commissioned 
his  disciples  to  "go  into  all  tlio  world,  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every 
creature.'^    Most  truly  yours,  SAMUEL  C.  DAMON. 


The  Upton  P'amily— They  are  long  in  the  land,  and  well  up  in  the 
world. 

E.  A.  Upton,  Esq.,  iT>po!ulod: 

Mk.  PliESiDENT : — I  cann(;t  speak  with  ninch  knowledge  for  the  mem- 
bers of  the  family  who  have  ix-en  hmir  in  the  land,  and  I  am  altogether 
too  modest  a  man  to  s[)eak  for  tho-e  who  are  well  up  in  the  world,  for  F 
presume  the  sentiment  measured  ilu  in  !y-  long  measure,  and  not  by  any 
standaril  of  position:  therefore  I  am  doubtful  if  you  have  made  a  Judi- 
cious selection  in  tlu-  pcr-on  to  repre-fut  them  this  evening.  I  was  edu- 
cated iind  trained  to  believe  that  tin'  reliirion  of  this  church  was  the  only 
religion  capable  of  carrying  a  p^'r-on  liirouuh  this  Avorld  into  a  life  of 
repose  and  hai)pincss;  but  as  I  dr-ire  to  maintain  the  reputation  of  the 
family  for  obeying  13iblical  precepts,  [  liave  left  this  ancient  society  for 
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one  equally  confident  in  the  savins;  ({ualities  of  its  religion,  that  I 
might  cleave  unto  my  wife:  but.  tiie  chauL'-e  has  not  erased  or  destroyed 
the  early  imi)ressious  which  I  received,  liowever  darkly  tliey  may  ap- 
pear in  my  daily  life.  It  is  a  pleasure  tor  me  to  meet  with  you  in  this 
.social  manner,  and  bring  to  mind  the  })leas;int  traditions,  assdcia- 
tions  and  reminiscences  which  surround  thi>  ancient  church :  and  al- 
thougli  it  does  not  appear  that  many  of  the  later  meml)ers  of  the  family 
have  been  connected  with  it,  yet  it  is  well  to  know  that  many  of  tliem 
were  active  and  inlUientiai  in  the  society  which  was  a  daughter  of  this 
church,  and  settled  iii  the  cold  regions  of  Xorth  lieading,  and  through 
their  influence  and  active  works,  that  .society  grew  in  strength  and  in- 
creased in  numbers,  until  it  has  Ijccome  a  beacon  light  in  the  galaxy  of 
ehiu'ches,  3Iay  the  future  light  of  this  church  ije  equal  in  brigiitne-s 
and  jjower  to  that  which  it  has  shed  in  the  past,  and  may  it  continue  to 
exercise  a  controlling  intiuence  over  all  upon  whom  it  shines,  ? 


The  ly.iw — properly  adniinistered.  the  bulwark  of  our  rights. 

C.  P.  Judd,  K.S({.,  of  lieading,  responded: 

The  Puritans  had  great  regard  for  "law  and  order.''  Before  they 
landed  from  the  Mayllower  they  made  a  written  compact  of  govern- 
ment. They  treated  the  Indians  fairly  and  honesth'.  Shortly  after 
tlieir  arrival,  they  found  a  pile  of  Indian  corn  in  the  custody  of  no  one: 
they  used  it,  but  immediately  hunted  u[)  the  owncn-,  and  paid  him  for  it. 
They  paid  the  Indians  for  every  foot  of  land  they  took,  up  to  the  time 
of  King  Philip's  war;  and  paid  a  fair  price  for  the  land,  too — all  it  was 
worth — though  the  compensation  was  onl}'  a  Jewsharp.  The  laws  of 
our  forefathers  were  more  humane  than  those  of  any  other  country  in 
the  world  at  that  time.  It  is  said  that  they  were  guilty  of  persecution. 
This  is  not  so:  for  they  only  enforced  tiu.'ir  laws.  It  is  not  persecutiiui 
to  apply  the  law  to  a  party  who  came  to  the  State  after  the  law  was 
made,  and  wilfully  violated  it.  It  !>  said  they  hung  the  (Quaker:?;  but 
the  Quakers  were  guilty  of  great  indecency  ;  and  the  rule  of  tlu;  Pil- 
grims was,  ''Let  everything  be  done  with  decency,  and  in  order."  This, 
too,  was  the  common  injunction  of  your  late  pastor,  ^Ir.  Kmerson. 
'.riie  family,  the  church  and  the  State,  were  the  three  grand  eleujents  of 
early  Xew  Kngland  life.  The  family  was  sacred  and  indi>soluble.  The 
puritans  had  no  divoice  laws,  ami  during  tin^  tir^t  century  after  their 
landing  a  divorce  was  hardly  heard  of.  Now,  the  great  business 
of  our  courts  is  to  separate  man  and  wife.  The  early  clergymen 
were  bold,  educated  and  noblemen.  True,  they  eschewed  lawyers,  and 
kept  them  out  of  the  country  for  many  years.  Nevertheless,  the  laws 
in  tlie  main  were  fairly  interpreted  by  the  clergy.    Litigation  was  short 
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and  crisp,  rtinishmont  mot  crime.  Fault  is  found  witii  tlic  old  clcroy- 
men,  because  thc_v  allowed  no  one-  to  vote  in  State  matters  who  was 
not  II  member  of  the  church.  Tliis  caused  no  troulde,  because  soon 
lifter,  they  permitted  evcrv  man  of  i^ood  moral  character  to  Join  the 
church.  Have  we,  in  this  a;:-c  of  lifjhl,  any  better  l>asi3  of  suftVaire 
than  a  good  moral  character? 

In  the  excellent  hi-torical  address  of  the  pastor  of  this  church  last 
Snnda}',  he  said  that  formerly  the  cleriry,  in  pi'ivatc  and  in  public,  in- 
dulged in  spirituous  li.]uors~as  well  as  cvoi-ybody  else.  That  ^vas  true, 
but  was  not  all  of  the  truth.  Let  this  be  added  :  The  clergy  were  the 
first  to  abandon  ardent  spirits;  they  first  began  the  tenipei-ance  rcibrm, 
fifty  years  ago,  and  they  have  been  the  pioneers  in  this  glorious  relorm 
from  that  day  to  the  present  time. 


Should  any  one  who  was  present  at  the  gatherhig  diseover 
that  the  order  ot*  the  senthnents  in  the  foregoing  report  dif- 
fers somewhat  from  that  followed  on  the  occasion  itself,  and 
that  some  other  changes  hav^e  l^eon  made,  the  fact  is  explained 
by  saying  that  the  effort  has  been,  while  reproducing  the 
meeting  in  its  main  features  and  spirit,  to  give  special  prom- 
inence to  the  church  in  its  relation  to  other  churches,  and  to 
the  families  that  have,  from  tlie  earliest  times,  heen  identified 
with  it. 

The  titles  of  other  sentiments  with  the  names  of  the  re- 
spondents are  as  follows  : 

The  Xational  (rovei-nment — Senator  Geo.  8.  Boutwell ; 
by  a  dispatch  given  among  the  letters  printed  farther  on. 
The  State  Government — Thos.  AViiiship,  Esq.,  Kopresentative 
from  this  town.    The  President  of  the  United  States — ^Col. 

John  ^V.  Locke,  P.   M.    The  Town  of  Peading  . 

The  Town  of  Waketield — lion.  James  (31iver,  chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Selectmen.  The  Bee5)e  Town  Library — Lucius 
Beebe,  Ksrj.  Education — Mclvin  J.  Hill,  Principal  of  the 
High  Sch(j()l.  The  Army — Maj.  W .  S.  Greenough.  The 
Shades  of  the  I)ei)arted— Mrs.  E.  C.  Poland.  The  Swain 
Family — Kev.  T.  A.  Emerson.  The  AValton  Family — E.  IL 
Walton,  Es(|.  The  Uses  of  Tea — rJohn  F.  Ilartshorne,  Esq. 
Our  Triennial  Bookseller — X.  J.  Bartlett,  Esq.  The  Mu- 
sical Sentiment— Solon  Walton,  chorister  of  the  church. 
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The  Inliiieiicc  of  Woman-— James  O.  IjoswcII.  Esq.  The 

responses  it  is  now  (juitc  inipo-si])Ie  to  print,  inasmndi  as 
some  failed  at  the  timo,  and  others  werr-  not  reported. 

It  was  a  matter  of  regret  tiiat  several  <]:entlenian  formerly, 
or  at  present,  identilied  with  the  ehnreli,  eonkl  not  he  pres- 
ent. Amonp-  this  numher  were  Dr.  Samuel  Ihirt  of  Drook- 
lyu,  Rev.  T.  A.  rhnerson,  pastor  at  Braintree,  and  iJev.  ^V . 
8.  Ilawkes,  pastor  at  Fairhaven,  all  of  whom  Avere  sons  of 
this  ehiireh.  Eev.  Alfred  Emerson,  a  former  pastor,  Avas 
eompelled  to  he  absent.  From  other  friends  of  the  ehnrch, 
who  would  have  been  gladly  Aveleomed.  the  eommittee  re- 
ceived the  following 

:  LETTERS: 

The  first  is  from  our  national  historian,  the  Hon.  George 
Bancroft. 

XEAvronT,  June  oOtli,  187G. 

MyDeak  Sn::  ,  ^ 

AbscMice  tor  nearl}' n,  week  has  delayed  my  answer  to  your  favor  of 
the  lotli  inst.  I  am  heartiiy  glad  tliat  you  have  caui^lit  the  lii.storieal 
fever,  and  trust  you  will  do  good  service  in  setting  in  a  bright  ligiit  the 
great  deeds  of  our  New  England  ancestry,  Avho  arc  never  enough  to  be 
respected  and  honored. 

The  only  matter  in  church  histor}',  relating  to  Heading,  which  has  im- 
pressed itself  on  my  mind,  relates  to  the  controversy  in  Xoithampton 
between  Jonathan  Kdwards  and  the  ])eople  of  that  town.  Wiien  the 
greatest  of  Xew  England's  theologians  fell  into  a  deplorable  controver- 
sy with  the  people  of  that  town,  and  a  council  was  called  to  pass  upon 
the  question  of  his  dismission  from  his  mini.'^try  to  them,  Ed  wards  had 
to  look  far  in  tjuc-t  of  friends  on  whoso  vigor  of  character  and  indojien- 
dence  he  could  rely.  It  was  among  tin;  members  of  your  chunh 
that  he  found  one  of  his  strongest  supporters.  That  man  was 
the  father  of  my  lather — D^'acon  Samuel  j>ancroft.  This  fact  was 
brought  more  clo>^ely  to  my  consideration  by  my  long  residence  in 
Northampton,  witiiin  >ight  of  the  house  ol  JOdwards,  and  the  shade  trees 
which  he  plaiitcil  it  has  always  given  me  satisfaction  to  know  that  the 
delegate  sent  by  your  cluireh  excited  all  his  inlluence  and  li.\e(biess  of 
purpose  to  retain  Joriathan  Edwards  in  the  lovely  town  in  whicli  he  de- 
lighted to  dwell,  and  iVom  whieii  he  never  should  have  i)eeu  driven. 

It  is  possible  that  this  incident  may  liave  esca])ed  you  ;  if  so,  I  am  glad 
to  remind  you  of  it.    1  remain,  my  dear  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

Very  truly  yours, 

.     ^  GEOTvOE  BANCROFT. 

Rev.  CUAKLLii  11.  LU^sS. 
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From  Ex-Governor  elolin  A.  Dix,  of  Xew  York,  the  fol- 
lowing was  received  : 

New  Yokk,  Juno  IGtii,  187H. 

Dear  Sir  : 

Uiavi'  just  rueeivod  your  favor.  Anthony  Dix,  who  came  to  Ply- 
inonth  in  the  second  vessel  th:U  reached  there  after  th.e  Ih-sl  landin;;  of 
the  fMl^'rims,  was  Wiv.  common  ance-tor  of  lialph  Dix:  and  uiy>elf,  and  I 
reiiRnnber  lleadlnu^  as  Iho  residence  of  one  oranch  of  tin?  family ;  but, 
in  the  absences  of  tlie  records,  I  cannot  say  which. 

I  should  hi)  very  hap])y  to  be  with  you  -on  the  21st  inst.  if  it  were  iu 
my  power;  l)ut  as  it  is  not,  you  will  oblige  me  l.)y  making'  me  known  to 
those  who  may  be  assembled  on  the  occasion,  as  one  who,  thouirh  ab- 
sent, takes  a  cordial  interest  in  their  proceedings.    T  am,  dear  sir. 
Respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX. 

Rev.  C/HahlksR.  Bliss. 

Senator  Geo.  S.  Boutwell,  descended  from  the  Boutwells 
who  were  among  the  etirly  settlers  of  this  town,  sent  from 
a  distant  State,  wliere  he  was  serving  upon  a  committee  of 
the  United  States  Senate,  the  following  telegraphic  dispatch  : 

Jackson,  Miss.,  June  L^uth.  1876. 
Rev.  Charles  R.  Bliss,  Wakefield: 

If  I  were  in  ^lassachusetts  1  should  attend  your  gatherinij-,  that  1 
might  revive  and  increase  my  veneration  for  tiie  Founders  of  our  Com- 
monwealth, Avho  also  established  the  institiitions  of  religion,  education 
and  liberty,  to  which  the  country  owes  its  existence  and  character. 

Gf:0.  S.  BOUTWELL. 

From  licv.  John  AV.  Chickering,  D.  D.  : 

"Lakeside,*'  Wakefield,  June  iOth-,  187G. 
Rev.  Charles  R.  Bliss  : 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother  :— I  am  sorry  not  to  be  with  you  all  tomorrow. 
I  am  fond  of  anniversaries,  centennials,  and  memorials.  I  especially 
like  church  commemorations.  Oar  chuich  is  connected  with  some  of 
my  earliest  recollections.  My  memory  hard.'y  runs  so  far  back  as  to 
Father  E:r.crs(!ii"s  si-'ttlenienl,  at  whii-h,  I  iH  ilrve,  my  father  assisted; 
but  of  Father  Emerson  him>elf.  and  of  hi-  b<!ys  aiid  girls,  I  have,  a  very 
vivid  recolleetio!!,  incUuling  his  deep  a:ni  rich  baritone  voice,  more 
agreeable  in  singing  than  in  the  occasional  gtnitle  reproofs  which  his 
childrou  or  thuir  yoiiu^  visitors  may  have  6wnciintt^^  pwsded ;  not  that 
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he  wasascolduig  man,  by  :iny  iiioan.s,  but  even  mini.s(cr,s'  ehildien  may 
do  wron_!^. 

At  :i  later  period,  I  have  plea.saut  reeolleclions  ol"  sta.i,^o  rides  alon;; 
the  beautiful  lake-shore— i.  e.  "side  of  the  wisliinn:  I  could  live 

in  so  pretty  a  spot.  TIumi  came  a  Iryini^  time  to  me,  and  I  fear,  more 
so  to  this  eonu're;:ati()n — Au^nist  Hth,  when,  a  i)oy  of  twentv-one, 

I  preached  mv  lirst  two  siM-nions  as  a  full  iled-ed  liccntiati',  in  the  pul- 
pit, and,  worse  still,  in  the  2>/-t.sr?^tr  of  the  venerable  i)a>t()r.  kind,  !niL 
sound  and  observant,  and  with  only  too  i2:ood  a  licld  for  hi<  critical 
jud<rment. 

Xow,  for  nearly  ten  years  I  have  dwelt  amonir  the  children  and  chil- 
dren's cliildren  f>f  tliat  congi-eixation,  and  (^her  fami]ii;s.  like  my  own, 
new-comers.  Sol  send  my  cordial  irreetinus  to  you,  as  one  oa"  vou, 
with  the  hope  that  our  children  and  children's  children  may  not  have 
reason  to  be  ashamed  of  us  :  while  tluH*  shall  exceed  ijoth  us  and  our 
fathers  in  all  that '^'•oes  to  make  good  citizens  and  good  christians. 

Yours,  all,  w  ith  regards  anil  regrets, 

JOilX  \\\  CIIICKERING. 
Per  Type-writing-machine.    Not  in  use  in  our  lathers'  days. 

From  Daniel  Allen,  Esq.  : 

RuMNEV,  X.  ir.,  June  20th,  bs7G. 

Beloved  Pastor  : 

Your  kind  letter  was  received  yesterday,  I  was  glad  to  learn  that 
you  were  to  have  a  sociad  Centennial  gathering  of  our  church  and  con- 
gregation. I  need  not  say  to  you  how  much  pleasure  it  would  give  us 
to  be  with  you,  but  we  -hall  have  to  forego  it. 

There  is  no  nation  but  ours,  and  no  community  but  Xew  England, 
that  has  such  ;i  glorious  history,  and  such  ricli  and  interesting  material 
for  centennials  and  r<'-unions.  Tiie  high  anil  holy  motives  which  actu- 
ated our  Christi;in  ancestors  in  laying  the  foundations  of  our  country 
and  Its  institutions,  are  worthy  of  everlasting  renienibraiiee.  Ilow  ap- 
propriate, then,  for  our  ancient  ciiurcli  in  Wakefield,  which  has  stood  so 
long,  and  is  so  true  a  witness  forthe*4aith  once  delivered  to  the  saints,'' 
to  review  its  history,  to  gather  instruction  from  our  pious  fathers  ''who 
lived  and  walked  with  God.'' 

I  wid  gise  in  clu>ing  the  following  sentiment: 

The  keynote  of  our  Pilgrim  Fathers— The  Bible  and  Free  Schools. 
The  history  of  one  hundred  years  has  given  sutiicient  evidence  that  no 
substitute  for  them  has  been  tound,  as  the' ground  of  a  nation's  prosper!' 
ty,  or  of  true  and  genuine  civiliiration. 

Yours  truly, 

'  I^AXPEt-  ALL£X. 
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Concerning  the  Present  Usages,  Rules  and 
Instrumentalities  of  the  Church  and 
Parish,  with  the  Names  of  the 
Members  of  Each. 


THE  CHURCH. 


PRINCIPLES  2VND  RULES. 

L  This  church  is  indepeiulent  in  its  internal  ori^anization  and  man- 
agement. It  controls  the  admission,  disci[)line  and  removal  of  its  mem- 
bers, accordini;-  to  its  own  conception  of  the  law  of  Christ.  It  will, 
however,  extend  to  sister  Congrcg-ational  churches,  and  receive  from 
them,  fellowship,  advice  and  assistance. 

2.  Admission  and  Tjjansfer  or  Members.— Candidates  for  mem- 
bership meet  the  Church  Committee,  not  to  undergo  a  ri^id  examina- 
tion, but  to  state  their  reasons  for  believing  themselves  to  be  Christians. 
The}'  receive  each  a  copy  of  the  Church  Confession,  and  if  the}-  express 
no  dissent  from  it  before  the  Sabl)ath  of  their  public  reception,  they  are 
held  to  have  endorsed  it.  Thev  also  prepare  a  brief  statement  of  their 
experience,  to  be  read  at  the  preparatory  lecture,  at  which  time  a  vote 
of  admission,  conditioned  upon  their  taking  the  Covenant  upon  the 
Sabbath  following,  and  upon  their  receivir.g  or  having  received  Bap- 
tism, will  then  be  taken. 

Members  of  other  churche<,  enjoying  church  privileges  with  us,  are 
desired  to  present  letters  at  an  early  date ;  and  such  letters  alone, 
except  for  special  reasons,  >hall  entitle  them  to  a  membership  in  this 
body. 

Members  of  tliis  church  who  remove  their  lesidence  from  this  place* 
are.  expected  to  translVr  their  relation  to  >onie  other  church  -vvithin  two 
years  after  leaving  us,  ai>plying  for  letters  of  dismission  in  writing. 
And  if,  after  having  been  notified  of  this  rule,  absent  members  shall  re- 
fuse or  neglect  to  ask  such  letters,  and  f  lil  to  give  adecjuate  reasons  for 
the  omission,  the  churcii  may  withdraw  from  them  it*  watch  anil  care.  - 
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o.  Rights  and  DuTir.s  of  :\rEMr,KKs.— Every  iiiemljer  has  :i  ri^dit 
to  churcli  privik'i^os  till  ha  r.)ilelts  it,  ami,  n  hou  aeiuisfid  of  ini.-^comliicl, 
he  has  a  ri^ht  to  know  the  dciinite  ch;iri,^e.s  made  against  Jiim,  and  to 
have  an  open  and  candid  tri;il. 

Every  member  i<  under  solemn  obiii^-atio'n  to  promote  tiie  peai:c,  pur- 
ity and  prosperity  of  the  cluirca.  .Should  any  mcml)er  feel  aL'-L,q-ieved 
by  the  condue*-  of  another,  he  should  heed  the  injunction  of  Ciirist  con- 
tained in  Matthew  xviii :  L3-17.  Should  any  memljer  w  isii  to  join 
another  church,  he  should  a.-,k  in  a  ])r<;per  spirit  to  be  dismi.«<<e.d  from 
this.  Should  any  member  adopt  ndijj^ious  views  radically  ditlcrcnt 
from  those  held  by  us,  and,  blameless  of  any  other  olft-nce,  forsake  our 
communion,  the  churcli  may  withdraw  fellowship  from  -ucli  person 
without  taking'  the  usual  steps  of  .liscipline,  and  thenceforth  his  relative 
position  shall  be  like  that  of  one  who  liad  never  joined  us. 


4.  Church  Censi-res. — This  church  regards  immoral  conduct, 
breach  of  express  covenant  vows,  and  neglect  of  acknowledged  relig- 
ious duties,  as  ofYences  subject  to  censure ;  and  the  several  censures  of 
the  church  are  :  private  reproof,  public  admonition,  suspension  from 
church  privileges,  and  excommunication. 

5.  Officers. — The  i^cnnnjient  officers  of  this  church  are  the  Pastor 
or  Pastors,  and  four  Beacons.  The  Pastor  is  elected  l)y  the  church  in 
conjunction  with  the  parish.  The  Deacons  are  chosen  by  the  church, 
and  hold  their  oHice  as  the  church  may  direct.  The  annual  officers  are 
a  Clerk,  a  Treasurer,  anil  a  Church  Committee.  The  Clerk  shall  keep 
the  church  record.  The  Treasurer.  Avho  shall  be  a  Deacon,  shall  man- 
age the  pecuniary  aiiairs  of  the  church,  subject  to  the  direction  of  the 
board  of  Deacons,  who  shall  authorize  all  expenditures,  and  audit  all 
accounts.  The  Treasurer  shall  present  to  the  church  a  yearly  report. 
The  Church  Committee  shall  consist  of  the  Pastor  and  ti\ c  lay  Ijrethren, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  receive  the  statements  of  those  wi.-liing  to  join 
the  (jhurch,  and  report  to  the  church  the  names  of  candidates  approved 
by  them,  to  look  after  the  spiritual  interests  of  the  brotherhood,  and  to 
be  the  organ  through  which  matters  of  discipline  shall  be  presented  to 
the  church. 

G.  Committee  rrox  the  Saddatii  School. — There  shall  be  chosen 
annually  a  Committee  of  three,  to  act  as  a  medium  of  communication 
between  the  church  and  Sabljath  School.  In  connection  with  the  Pastor 
and  Superintendent,  they  shall  st>ek  to  bring  the  Scliool  into  close  con- 
nection v.  ith  the  church  ;  d(3vise  ways  and  means  to  replenish  the  libra- 
ry, and  render  in  all  possible  ways  such  assistance  as  the  best  interest;" 
of  tho  School  may  roquiro. 
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ST.VNDIXG  REGULATIONS. 

1.  The  annual  meeting  for  the  ehoicc  of  otViccrs  siiall  1)0  Iield  in 
January,  at  such  time  as  tlio  Pastor  and  Deacons  may  appoint.  Kvrry 
business  meeting-  shall  be  iiotilied  from  the  pulpit  on  the  >a!>i»ath  })re- 
ceding  the  meeting,  and  •-uch  a  meeting  shall  be  called  whenever  five 
members  expres.  in  writing  their  de.-ire  that  one  ^^hould  be  held. 

2.  All  oilicers  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot. 

3.  The  cluireh  will  celebrate  the  Lord's  Supper  on  the  first  Sabbath 
afternoon  of  January,  March,  May,  July,  September  and  November, 
and,  ordinarily,  baptism  will  be  administered  on  those  occasions.  Pre- 
paratory Lecture  will  be  preached  at  some  time  during  the  previous 
week. 

4.  Candidates  for  admission  will  be  propounded,  ordinarily,  two 
weeks  before  their  reception. 

o.  Tlic  Pastor  shall  preside  in  all  meetings  of  the  church.  In  his 
absence,  tlie  duty  shall  be  discharged  by  the  senior  Deacon  present. 

6.    All  business  meetings  shall  be  opened  with  prayer. 

The  foregoing  Rules  may  be  changed  b}'  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present  at  any  legal  meeting. 
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CONFESSION  OF  FAITH. 
Adopted  September  oO,  17G5,  and  used  according  to  Rule  2nd, 

UNDER  THE  HEAD  OF  PRINCIPLES  AND  llULES. 

1.  We  believe  in  one  eternal,  alniighty  God,  the  Father,  Son  and 
Holy  Ghost,  who  created  the  world  by  his  power,  and  i^overns  it  by  his 
providence,  ana  is  the  Uedeeraer  of  the  lallen  world  by  His  Son,  Jesus 
Christ. 

2.  We  believe  the  holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  to 
be  the  word  of  God,  and  adhere  to  them  as  the  only  rule  of  faith  and 
practice,  directing  ns  in  all  matters  of  divine  worship,  and  in  Church- 
administration,  as  well  as  in  an  holy  life  and  conversation. 

o.  We  believe  that  our  first  parents  ieil  from  that  estate  (jf  integrity, 
honor  and  happiness,  in  which  Gotl  at  fust  created  tliem,  and  that  all 
mankind  fell  in  them  by  their  transgression  in  eiiting  the  forbidden 
fruit,  and  tliat  thereby  they  involved  themselves  and  their  posterity  in  a 
atate  of  sin  and  death ;  and  that  in  conse(|uence  liereof,  all  the  genera- 
tions of  Adam  are  born  in  a  state  of  corrupted  nature,  destitute  of  orig- 
inal righteousness  and  purity,  under  the  curse  of  a  broken  kuv,  and  so 
rendered  liable  to  all  the  miseries  of  this  life,  to  death  itself,  and  all  the 
pains  of  hell  forever.  \m\  that  God  hath  from  all  eternity  chosen  a 
certain  number  of  lapsed  or  fallen  mankind  to  life  and  salvation  as  the 
end,  and  faith  in  Christ  and  holiness  as  the  means. 

4.  We  believe  that  God,  in  compassion  to  the  sinful,  perishing  state 
of  mankind,  fore-ordained,  and  in  the  fullness  of  time  sent.  His  only 
begotten  Son,  to  be  the  Saviour  of  the  world ;  and  that  Jesus  Christ,  the 
Son  of  God,  became  true  and  real  man,  being  made  of  a  woman,  and 
in  all  things  like  unto  his  brethren,  sin  only  excepted;  and  at  the  same 
time  in  his  original  nature,  God  over  all,  Ijlessed  forevermore:  lieing 
God  and  man  in  one  person. 

o.  That  Clirist  the  Son  of  God  having,  in  compliance  with  his 
Fathers  will,  taken  on  him  the  nature  of  man,  hath  thereiii  substituted 
himself,  to  bear  our  sins  in  his  sacritice  on  the  cro^s  for  tlie  expiation  of 
them,  and  humbled  himself  in  his  obedience  unto  tieath  for  our  redi-mp- 
tion,  whereby  he  h;is  made  a  true  and  perfect  satisfaction  to  God  for  the 
"sins  of  man. 

6.  That  he  rose  again  from  the  deatl  on  the  third  day,  and  ascended 
into  heaven  as  our  victorious  Redeemer,  and  .-.itteth  at  the  right  hand  of 
God,  making  intercession  for  us,  and  having  ))o\ver  given  him  over  all 
things  in  heaven  and  on  earth. 
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7.  That  he  siistnins  and  executes  the  three-foUl  v^ffice  of  Prophet. 
Priest,  and  King  in  his  Cluireh. 

8.  That  in  the  exercise  of  liis  ortice  as  Redeemer,  and  of  the  fnlhicss 
oT  power  committed  to  liim,  he  lias  ])ublisiied  the  gospel  covenant;  re- 
quiring faith  and  repentance  of  sinful  men,  in  order  to  pardon  and  sal- 
vation ;  and  v/c  must  look  to  bo  pardoned  and  saved  only  through  the 
merits  of  Christ,  applied  I)}-  faith  as  our  only  available  plea  before  God 
in  opposition  to  all  works,  not  only  those  of  the  Mosaic  law,  but  all 
works  of  righteousness,  which  wo  are  supposed  to  have  done,  or  can 
do,  either  before  or  after  grace  received;  and  the  only  solid  ground  oi" 
the  impnitation  of  the  righteousness  of  Christ  to  us  for  our  justification, 
is  our  union  to  Christ  by  faith,  and  not  works  of  obedience,  though  a 
lively  faith,  uniting  to  Christ,  will  be  ever  followed  with  works  of  gos- 
pel obedience. 

9.  We  believe  the  Holy  Spirit  is  given  through  the  merit  and  inter- 
cession of  Christ,  to  make  application  of  his  purchased  Redemption  to 
menu's  souls;  and  that  his  gracious  influences  are  necessary  to  a  life  of 
faith  and  obedience ;  and  particuhirly  the  regenerating  and  renewing 
power  and  grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit  are  necessary  to  quicken  sinners  nat- 
urally dead  in  sin,  impotent,  and  averse  to  all  spiritual  good ;  and  to 
lead  them  into  the  life  ot'  God:  and  his  gracious  aids  are  to  be  sought 
and  depended  on  by  believers  in  all  their  acts  of  the  spiritual  life, 
whereby  they  are  enabled  to  persevere  to  perfection. 

10.  That  Christ  hath  instituted  a  gospel  ministry,  and  the  two  sacra- 
ments of  Baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper,  as  the  outward  means  of  the 
application  of  Redemption,  to  be  o}»»erved  in  his  Church  till  his  second 
coming. 

11.  We  believe  in  another  lift;  after  thi-^  life,  and  that  Christ  will 
come  again,  and  raise  the  di-ad,  and  jutlge  the  world  ;  and  that  we  must 
alt  appear  before  the  judguiL-nt  scut  of  Christ. 

12.  That  at  the  last  day,  the  wicked  shall  be  adjudged  to  everlasting 
punishment,  and  the  righteous  to  life  eternal. 

"  The  above  Calvinistic  Articles  of  Faith  we  receive  as  being  agreeable 
ta' the  word  of  God,  and  the  common,  received  opiniou  of  these 
Churches. 


80 


COVEXAXT 

USED  OX  AD.MiS'^iox  OF  :\i i:.-\ici:u.>. 

You,  who  now  pre;.t'nt  yourself  (selves)  'Deforc  tho  Lord,  do,  m  lh(?. 
presence  of  the  -roat  God,  and  of  His  people,  devoutly  ;icknouiedir(.- 
the  God  of  our  lather^  to  1)0  the  only  li\  inii'  and  true  ixoi],  and  receive 
Him  to  be  your  God  in  covenant,  uivin--  up  yourself  (selves)  in  and 
through  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  dc.-ii  inic  ^i^^^l  resolving:  to  love  and  fear 
Him,  and  walk  before  llim  in  holiness  and  ri2hteoii.snos.s  all  the  days  of 
your  life. 

You  also  believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  only  and  eternal  Son  of 
God,  and  Saviour  of  fallen  man:  and  do  receive  him  as  the  Prophet, 
Priest  and  King  of  your  salvation,  according  to  the  everlasting  gospel, 
depending  upon  him  for  righteousness  and  everlasting  life. 

Y'ou  likewise  believe  in  the  Holy  Ghost  as  the  author  of  all  grace  and 
comfort,  and  give  up  yourself  (selves)  to  him  to  be  sanctified,  comforted 
and  guided  to  eternal  glory. 

Y'ou  do  also  declare  your  belief  of  the  holy  Scriptures,  the  Old  and 
IsTew  Testament,  us  given  by  inspiration  of  God,  and  the  only  perfect 
rule  of  faith  and  practice,  resolving,  by  the  help  of  divine  grace,  to  walk 
according  to  this  rule. 

(The  Ordinance  of  Baptism  is  here  to  be  administered.) 

Y'ou  do  also  give  up  yourself  (selves)  to  this  Church,  covenanting  and 
promising  together  with  us,  by  the  assistance  of  divine  grace,  that  you 
will  walk  together  with  us  as  a  member  (members)  of  the  same  mysti- 
cal body,  in  all  the  holy  ordinances  of  the  Lord,  blameless;  submitting 
yourself  (selves)  to  the  regular  exercise  of  the  (.liscipline  of  our  L(»rd 
Jesus  Christ,  in  this  Church,  in  the  way  of  gospel  order,  peace  and 
union. — This  you  solemnly  profess  and  promise. 

(the  CUUECn  EErLY.) 

Wc  then  receive  you  to  our  holy  communion,  and  promise,  by  divine 
help,  th;it  we  will  walk  together  with  you  in  brotherly  love  and  holy 
watchfulness,  to  our  mutual  cditiuaLiou,  in  the  faith  and  felluwship  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  AI\1KX. 


THE  PARISH. 


BY-LAWS. 

AuT.  1.  Ihe  aniuial  mcetiti;,^  of  the  Parish  for  the  election  of  urtlcers 
shall  1,0  held  in  the  montli  of  March  ;  and  other  iiieetiiiirs  may  be  held 
at  such  times  as  the  Assessors  shall  order;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Assessors  to  call  a  S[.>('ci;il  iiiei'tiiifr  of  the  Parish  on  the  ro(iue.^t  of 
ten  members  of  the  Parish,  made  in  wriiin;:. 

Art.  2.  At  the  annual  meetinL:  th(,'  following  otlicers  shall  be  chosen, 
viz:  ^Moderator,  Clerk,  Assessors,  Treasurer,  Collector,  and  such  other 
oHlcers  as  may  be  rc({uired. 

Akt.  Every  meetinii-  shall  be  held  in  pursuance  of  a  warrant,  un- 
der the  hands  of  the  Assessm's.  directed  to  the  Clerk,  who  sliall  record  it 
and  post  a  copy  upon  the  mectinp-house,  to  remain  at  least  over  one 
Sabbatli  before  the  meeting". 

Akt.  4.  In  givini;  notice  of  tlni  hour  of  mcetiuf?,  the  Bell  shall  be 
rung  twice;  the  tlr>t  tiiue,  one  hour  before  tlie  lime  named  in  the  war- 
rant, and  the  second  time  at  said  lu>ur  for  meeting-. 

AuT.  o.  'J'he  warrant  shall  express  the  time  and  place  of  tiie  meet- 
ing, and  nothing  acted  upon  sliall  have  any  legal  operation  unle-s  the 
subject  mtitter  thereof  sh:ill  have  been  inserted  in  the  warrant. 

Art.  6.  The  Clerk,  or  if  there  is  no  Ck;rk,  or  if  he  is  absent,  the 
Assessors,  or  either  of  them,  or  tiie  Tiea>urer  or  Collector  shall  [)re.^ide 
in  the  choice  of  a  3*Iodcratoi-,  and  a  Clerk  may  then  be  cliosen  eithe  r 
2)ro  tempore,  or  to  till  a  vacancy  as  the  case  may  rc(juire. 

Art.  7.  Tiie  Clerk,  A-sessors,  Treasiu-cr  and  Collectcn-  .-hall  be 
chosen  by  written  ballots,  and  -hall  be  sworn.  The  Moderator  ma\- 
adnunisttn-  the  oath  of  ollice  to  the  Clerk,  and  the  Clerk  to  the  A--e- 
sors.  Treasurer  ami  Collector:  or  >aid  oaths  may  be  administered  by  a 
Juslici)  of  the  l'<.vu.-e. 

Art.  8.  Anv  person  wishina'  to  becomt;  a  iueml)er  of  this  Parish, 
mu-t  make  a  writlen  applieatiMn  at  any  regular  notilied  nieetiii'j;  to  (he 
Clerk,  and  he  shall  !n.'come  a  mem!>er  his  receiving  the  vote  of  two- 
t!iirds(»f  the  legal  voters  [.re-ent  at  .>ncii  meeting.  Or  wiion  the  Parish 
is  \u>i  in  ses-ioii,  sliould  any  [M-rsou  wisjiiiig  to  beeonu  a  m:,Mn!)er  make 
:i  written  application  to  the  Clerk,  ho  shall  make  it  km-wii  tr»  the  As- 
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sessors,  and  if  thi  ChM-ic  lo2:ot'H'r  \vi!li  the  A--(VNS;)rs  -Inl!  he  uniinimou^ 
in  thuii- op'uii,)  11,  in  rc(M.i\ inM-  .,n.]i  iipplii-int,  shall  Ix;  hi'M  to  he  u 
member. 

Art.  1).  rer-oiis  ])eh)nuiiiL:-  to  the  I'ari^Ii  <h:ill  Ix'  hchl  to  he  mcnihers 
until  they  fih;  wiih  the  CMerk  a  written  notiee  (h.'ehu-inp:  the  dis-ohUion 
of  their  uienihersiiip. 

AiiT.  10.  Xo  p  n-son  >hall  liavi^  a  ri:;ht  to  vote  in  tlie  aHairs  of  tl:o 
Parish,  unless  lie  is  a  mem  her  thereof. 

AUT.  11.  It  shall  he  tlie  dnfy  of  th'^  Clerk  to  reeord  llu-  tran-aetions 
of  all  m"etinj:s,  record  and  place  on  all  lelt(n's  and  a[)piicafiiins  to 
the  Parish,  and  to  keep  a  reirir^ter  l)ook  in  ^vhicIl  siiall  !)(>  wriilcn  the 
names  u{'  members,  showing-  when  admitted,  when  diseharged  or  de- 
ceased. 

AllT.  12.  These  By-Laws  may  be  alt(>red  or  amended  at  any  recrnlar 
me  tin:^  of  the  Parish,  the  sni),i  eL  matter  of  sneli  alterations  or  amend- 
ments being-  inserted  in  the  warrant. 


PUBLIC  WORSHIP. 

Tlie  church  adheres  to  the  ancient  practice,  and  exi)(n'ts  two  sermons 
on  the  Sabbath.  The  services  commence  at  lOl-t  A.  M.,  and  2:3-4 
P.  xM. 

Order  of  Scr rices.    A.  M. 

Doxolo^jv.  Scripture  Reading.  Sermon. 

Invocation.  Prayer.  Praver. 

Singing.  Te  Deem  Laudanius.  Singing. 

Benediction. 

Snbstitntinir  an  Antlnan  hn-  the  l)o\oloi:-y,  and  a  Scdeelion  l»y  the 
Choir  for  tin;  T(!  Deiini  Laudamns,  and  dro[)i)ing  the  invoeation,  the 
order  for  the  aflei-noon  i.-.  the  same. 

The  Missionary  Concert  is  held  im  the  lir-t  Sal)bath  cveninLT  of  each 
month  ;  the  Sai)bath  School  C<.iiccrt  on  the  >ec(.nd,  and  a  prayer  ineclin^: 
on  each  ol'  the  reinainiii;^  ones.  These  meetinL;s  coinmenee  at  hail-pa>t 
six  t)"cK)ck. 

The  Chnnd.  jiraver  meetinir  is  held  on  Tnesdny  cveninL\  commencing 
in  winter  at  halt-past  seven,  in  summer  at  aqnaiter  lielore  eigiit. 

The  Younir  Pc(^p!e"s  ])rayer  mectinL^  altci-nating  at  some  seasons  with 
the  Pa-tor's  Bible  class,  is  held  on  Friday  evening. 
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THE  SEP. VICE  OF  SOXG. 

Ihis  is  led  by  a  Q(i;irti'ttc  who  receive  e(ini[)ons:ition,  sustained  l»y 
choir,  and  participated  in  by  tiie  cfMii^M-eiration. 

(Jnjaiiisl.^  Miss  Mary  .McAlli-tcr. 

QuarfeJIr. 


Mr.  Solon  Walton,  I.fyiilrr  (irid  T<:i>(>r. 
Mrs.  Solon  AValton,  Al'o. 


Mi.-s  E.  Perkins,  Snpifnto 
.Mr.  C.  C  ro-bv,  Jl((ss. 


Mr.  J. 

J. 

C, 


TENOR. 
C.IIartsliorne 
II.  IIart.>horne 
A.  S.  Trou]-* 
allaee  Kendal! 


Ilirarii  P.  Fla-ir 

BASS. 
E.  IL  AValton 
Henry  Ilashell 
J.  F.  Emerson 
J.  W.  Poland 
P.  II.  Suntliworth 
Herbert  W.  Walton 
Kinirman  S.  ]S'ichoN 


Choir. 


Mi. 


SOPRANO. 

Ella  :M.  Dauvr 
]\Iyra  A.  Sti'arn< 
U(jsa.  A'.  Xe>nuth 
Nellie  A.  Miller 
Hat  tie  E,  Perkins 
Florence  Biirditt 


ALTO. 

.Mrs  Kate  Howard 
.Aliss  Hattie  E.  Hall 
Laura  P.  Fla-- 
*'    Annie  L.  Ballard 


SABBATH  SCHOOL. 

OFFICERS   AND  TEACIIEES. 


Supcriiitouh  lit . 
Dea.  John  (f.  Aborn. 


Asst .  .S' upcrintcndenf. 
(Tcorire  H.  ^Nladdoek. 


Secrelanj  and  Trca,-<urcr 
William  P.  Pre-ton. 


Harrv  Foster. 


Librarian^'. 
Wallace  Kendall. 


II.  W.  Brown. 


Dea.  A.  W.  Chapma! 
Jos(>])h  P>urd;lt 
(;..W.  Kend.-ill 
diaries  H.  Ste:irn> 
Charles  F.  Kieli:irdM. 
Chester  W.  Eaton 
Wm.  S.  (ireetii'u^rii 
Sanuiel  K.  Hamilton 


Ttachc/'s. 
i  E.  H.  ^\ 


Iton 

i  Herbert  W.  Walt"n 
!  Cr.  II.  Maddock 
I  Waldo  E.  ( 'owdrcy 
j  Jacol)  C.  H.irt-^Iiorne 
I  (ieo.  W.  A!>orn 
j  E.  E.  Emerson 
Mrs.  Charles  K.  Blis: 
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Mrs.  Addi-^cn  Iluhhard  :  Mr^.  Will.  A.  Blaiudiard 

Eliza T.  Erci-nian  .Mi^^  i:i]cn  Chivr^ 

"     CharU's  II.  hii.'pard  E>tlier  ( '.\\1I.mi 

*'     Sarah  Smitii  llatlie  A.  ( 'ate 

"     Charles  H.  Si.«arns  .   ^-     Addie  C.  Lane 

"     John  Vr.  White  :   "     Emma  E.  Curri.-r 

L.  D.  Noves  i   -     Xollie  A.  Miller 

Infant  Class— Miss  Franees  S.  Clayes. 
Whole  membership  of  the  Sehool,  :!:;;!. 

A  Union  Sabbath  Seliool  in  ]Montro-e  draws  fi-om  this  chureh  sn]-)port 
as  follows : 

Dea.  George  K.  Morii-on,  Supcrintrudciit. 
Teachers. 

Joseph  Burditt.  William  P.  Pre.-ton.  Wallace  Kendall. 

Mrs.  P:.  T.  Freeman.     Mrs.  L.  D.  Xoyes.     Dea.  A.  W.  Chapmaft. 


ixstru:mextalities  of  benevolence. 

Three  annual  collections  are  taken  by  solicitors,  viz.  :  For  the  Amer- 
ican Board,  The  Home  ^lissionary  Society,  and  'J1ic  Anierican  I\lission- 
ary  Association.  Collections  lor  the  different  dcnominaTional  and  other 
Socie.ies,  are  taken  in  the  church. 


The  Ladies'  Charitable  Soi-ioty  labors  elTiciently  in  providing  boxes  for 
Home  Missionary  families,  and  for  the  needy  nearer  at  hand. 

Ojffc 

^^l•s.  T.  J.  Skinner,  President.    Mrs.  George  IL  ^[addock,  V.  President. 
"    A.  S.  Atherton,  Seercfari/.  ^U<<  Esther  C.  Allen,  Treasurer. 

Direeircssefi. 

Mrs.  John  T.  Judkins.     Mrs.  D.  T.  :^rdler.     .Mrs.  S.  K.  Hamilton. 


The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  is  auxiliary  to  the  Womairs  Board 
of  Missions. 

Officers. 

Mrs.  Charles  K.  liliss,  Directress.  .Mrs.  C.  E.  McKay.  Strrcfar,/'. 

Mrs.  George  LL  Maddoek,  Treasurer. 
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The  lielief  Committee  exists,  to  o-ivo  aid  to  families  and  persons  Avliose 
necessities  iT(iiiire  it.  It,  is  a  lar-r  eommitrfe.  and  is  Miixlividcd  into 
an  Executive  Committee  of  live,  and  >ev<'ut(}eu  other  (•omiuittiH  ^.  of 
four  each.  Collections  to  supply  funds  are  taken  in  ehureh,  ami  the 
work  is  done  aceonling  to  the  suii\:;estions  of  the  following;  card,  whicli 
is  given  to  each  nu'ud)*'r: 

"Bk  caueful  to  ^rAI^TAI^'  r.noi)  wokks,'' 

VISITOU'S  CARD. 

DiSTKICT  No. 

Stuekts  . 


NAMES  OF  CO:\IMITTEE. 


SUGGESTIONS. 

Preli:\iinai:v. — Never  convey  the  inipression  tinit  you  have  been 
appoinfcd  to  visit. 

(i.)  Call  upon  our  own  families  to  ascertain  who  will  furnish  delicacies 
or  other  assistance  for  the  sick,  and  aid  for  tlie  poor,  on  application 
from  you. 

(2.)  Call  upon  families  known  not  to  be  connected  with  any  reli'jrious 
society,  and  invite  them  to  attend  church,  and  send  their  children  to 
the  S.  School. 

(3.)     Call  upon  new  residents  who  may  be  supposed  to  have  affiliations 

with  us,  and  invite  them  to  churcii. 
(4.)     Call  upon  the  sick,  and  if  thex-  need  other  assistance  than  wliat  you 

can  render,  report  them  to  the  Secretary  and  the  Pastor. 
(^5.)     Call  upon  those  in  straitened  circumstances,  and  see  wiiat  aid  can 

be  judiciously  rendered,  and  report  as  above. 
(6.)     Seek  out  neglected  children,  and  if  they  need  clothine:  report  them 

to  the  Charitable  Societv,  and  bring  them  to  the  Sabbath  Scliool. 
Give  religion  a  place  in  your  conversation,  and  endeavor  to  create 
mutual  acquaiiitance  and  .'sympathy  among  the  people. 

Let  the  committee  confer  togetlun-,  and  depute  one  of  their  number  to 
make  a  report  on  or  near  the  lirst  of  eacli  month  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
General  Committee. 


ANNUAL  EXPENSES. 
Whole  amount  for  the  year  187(3,   .^3,200 

DISTKIi;UTKD  AS  FOLLOWS: 

For  Tastor^s  Salary,            ....  .>52,000 

Church  ]Music,   GOO 

Services  of  the  Janitor,       .       .       .  175 

Misceilaneous  Expenses,     .      .      .  425 
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OFFICEUS  AXD  MEMBEIJS 


rilE  CIIURCPT 


George  R.  Morrison. 
Cvrus  X.  AViiid 


Deacons. 


Aiiios  W.  Chapman. 

John  G.  Aborn. 


Members. 


Abbott,  'Sl-Avy 
Aborn,  Kli/abtnh 
Aborn,  riohn  ( r. 
Aborn,  ^larv  E. 
Aborn,  Gcoriio  W. 
Aborn.  Hilary  V. 
Allen,  Dan ii'l 
Allen,  Abi  \V. 
Allen,  Sarah  V.  " 
Allen,  EstlHM- 
Allen.  Mark  \V . 
AIKmi,  I'arthina  E. 
Ames,  A/.cl  Jr. 
Ames,  Sarah  D.  T. 
Atherton.  I'.ninia  A. 
Atherlon,  Arlon  S. 
Atherton,  Susan  M . 
Atiierton,  WMUiam  S. 
Athei-t(tn,  Sarah  EcU 

Haccjn.  Jane  M. 
r>ai!ev,  Alplia  X. 
Eailev.  Ma.  v  V. 
I'.allanl,  William 
E»anar(l.  Hannah  J. 
Ballard.  Aniiii'  Lutaa-tia 
Banerotr.  l-^li/.abcth  II. 
Bartlett.  Mami.-  E. 
E>err\-,  EcaiKh-r  S. 
Blasfand,  (iich'on  1>. 
BlaslamI,  Melissa  K. 
Blanehanl.  V/ill.  A. 
Blanehard.  M.  Ad<li»'  , 
liliss.  Ciiaides  \{. 
Pdiss.  M;u-y  E. 
r>.):irdman,  Xam-v  A. 
lioardiiian,  .Mo-('-> 
Boardman.  Sii>an  K. 
Boswell,  James  O. 
liritton,  lliehard 
lU'itton,  Sarah 
Brown,  Mary  A. . 


i  Brown,  Elvira  J. 
1  Bryant,  Clarissa  (). 
i  Bu'rdilt,  Joseph 
j  Burditt,  Florence 
I  Bntler,  ?khirv 


Carey,  (Oilman 
Carey,  Betsey  M. 
(^'arey,  Albert  C. 
Gate,  Hattie  A. 
Chapman,  Amd--  \V. 
(Jhase,  Sarah  E. 
(^'hiekerin^r,  John  ^^' 
(.^hiekering,  Eraiiccs 
C laves,  l)ana 
Chiyes,  Ellen 
Clayes,  Frances  S. 
Cotliti,  Annie  K. 
Colbv,  S.  ^E  W 
Cowdrev.  Waldo  E. 
Crane,  William 
Crane,  Sarah  A. 
Currier,  Ilannaii  E. 
Curri.  r,  Alon/o  A, 
Currier,  Mai-y  E. 
Currier,  F'.mma  E. 
Currier,  Alice  (E 

I)ao:er,  Ella  .AE 
Darlinii-.  David  H. 
Davis,  lEmnaii  B. 
Dearborii,  X'.  D. 
Dear!>orn,  Eney  S. 
Dunshee,  Sarah  M. 

j  Eaton,  Chester  ^V. 

I  Eaton,  lannia  ( i . 

j  Emerson.  Ada'.in'' 
Emerson,  <  ieoi  -e 
Emerst)n.  ImiuIv  X. 
Emerson,  liuLifiie  i> 

.  Emerson,  i"oi)hia  V 


87 


Knicr>()n,  (It^Drixc  I). 
Kmni()n<,  M-Avy  Ann 
Kuslis,  James' 
Evans,  CharK's  A. 
Evans,  Olivo  .AF. 

Flair;;',  r.nnra  V. 
Flair.ii',  Ean"  i  I'.. 
Fla^i'ir,  Iliram  I*. 
Folsoni,  Helen  A. 
Foster,  Eliza! <etli  R. 
Foster,  Jonatiian 
Foster,  Aai'on  A. 
Foster,  UelxM-ca  1\ 
Fostei-,  Caroline  F. 
Foster,  Ilairv 
Freeman,  Eliza  T. 
Freeman,  Dora 

Gardner,  Ahiu'ail  B. 
Gardner,  Xellie  M. 
Gil)l),  James 
Gibb,  Esther  Levina 
Godlrey,  Wai  rtMi  II. 
Godfrey,  Ellen  K. 
Gould,  Louisa 
Green,  Susan  E. 
Greenouirh,  William  S. 
Greenou;;'Ii,  Elizaijeth  .AI. 

Hall,  Eveline  X. 
Hull,  Jerusha 
Hall,  llattie  E. 
Hamilton.  Samuel  K. 
Hamilton,  Annie  E.  D. 
Hart,  llann-.ih  M. 
Hart.  Ilem  v  J. 
Hart,  L.  Auiiu.ta 
Haitshorne,  Ida  L. 
Hai'tshorne,  ,Iaeol)  C. 
Haskell,  llenrv  dr. 
Hask.dl.  Abhir  M. 
Hau  kes.  El.'eta  \). 
Hayward,  dohn  K. 
HaVuar<.l,  Mai  v  Ann 
Heath,  Helen 
Hervrv,  (";in  l'"  E. 
Hill,  .\ich  in  d. 
Hill,  I>.Mii-^  I  !•:. 
Hobson.  S 
Holt.  V\' 
ilorton. 
H..ward 
Hul.ba). 
Hul.i.ar. 
HlUitei-. 


!  Hutchinson,  Eliza  A. 


dir.-  E. 

Anna  U. 


M. 


.  Addi-'n 
i.  Liu-y  A. 
Nal   an  A. 


i  Judkins,  John 
Judkms,  Lucv 


I  Kelton.  Ada  i:. 
!  Kendall,  (ieor'-e  \V, 
i  Kendall,  Mvr.i  .M. 
I  Kendall,  AVallaee 
;  Ki'ii'oi-e,  Emma  ( i . 
I  Kimball,  Stephi'n  E. 
I  Kimball.  Asenath 
;  Kinanian,  Sarah  II. 
'  Kin_i^m;in,  Lucy  J]. 

Lane,  David  V. 
LaiiP,  Mary  A. 
Lane,  Addie  (  '. 
Leirirett,  ().  Annit^ 
!dnn(dl,  Hannah  ( '. 
Locke,  Elizab(.'th 


Aladdock,  (ie(^ri;-e 
Maddoek.  FloreiKM 
Marshall,  Als..n  L, 
Marshall,  Sarah  A, 
Marston,  Otis 
Marston,  Hannah 
.Mai'tin,  'I'lioma^  J, 
Martin,  Julia 
Martin.  Annie  S. 
Mayncdl,  lAclyn 
Mckav,  Charll)tte 
Miller',  .M:irv  L. 
Miller.  Xellie  A. 
.Miinkin,  .Mai-y  A. 
Mooney.  Annie  I. 
.Moors."  Sar:di  K. 
.\b)rri>;on.  ( ieoi'uf(^ 
M(nri<()n,  Sarah 
Morri-on.  S.  (i:'oi-. 
.\b>-es  Eli/:d..'lh 
-Murray,  Nellie  A. 

Xomith.  Eosalini! 
Xiehols.  Mai-v  A. 


:ett 


Xii-hoN. 
Ni.ln>ls 
.\i.-IioN. 
Nieh.ds 
Xi.-liMN. 

Nirleds. 
N'ieh.ds. 

No!  rro»- 
Nnvr.x- 
Nnr^r^- 


l'::nilv  (i. 
dames 
('■ii-oliMe  U, 
KiuLTm  in  S 
.M;irv  ('. 
(b-.,i-,.  F.  1 
Anni.'  E. 
.  D  ini.d 

.  I'lllrn 

.  Sar.i!)  H. 


Hunter,  I'hii 


Xo\  es,  Lutaetia  i). 


88 


Xyo,  Aljlji(3  F. 

Oliver,  Sarali 
Oliver,  James 
Oliver,  Ahnira  S. 

Parker,  Saniuol  Jr. 
Parker,  Eliza  L. 
Perkins,  Lvtlia  K. 
Perkins,  Zillah  E. 
Perkins,  Ahnira 
Perkins,  Tranches O. 
Perkins,  Harriet  E. 
Pierce,  Susan 
Poland,  Eniilv  C. 
Poland,  Ella  M. 
Pond,  Lvdia  A. 
Potter,  Martha  G. 
Preston,  William  V. 
Proctor,  :\lattie. 

Rand,  ^Nlar}- 
Richardson,  Charles  F. 
Richardson,  M;ir;^aret  L 
Richardson,  Frederick  E. 

Savage,  George 
Savage,  Emma 
Savage,  Euima 
Savage,  Ann  Maria 
Savage,  Josej)!)  G. 
Savage,  Harriet  X. 
Savage,  Harriet  G. 
Shedd,  Sarah  A. 
Skinner,  Mary  A. 
Skinner,  T.  Judsnn 
Skinner,  Hattio  E. 
Smith,  XaiH-y 
Smith,  Sarah 
Soulliu'orth,  ^fason  S. 
Sonthworth,  Sojiliia  L. 
SoiUhwortli.  I'alnKT  H, 
Spanlding.  Lnc-inda 
Stearns,  Charles  II. 
Stearns,  Hcnritjit.i  C. 
Stearns,  ^Myra  A. 
Steven.-.  ].u<-v  IE 


Stou-ell,  Henry  W. 
Stowell,  Marv  E. 
Stowed,  Issauiiar 
Stowell,  Marv  E. 
Strong,  Edward  T. 
Strong,  Annie  G. 
Sweetser,  Scdina 
Sweetser,  ,Mo>(,'s 
Sweetsei-,  Leonard 
Sweetser,  Helphia  E. 
Sweetsei",  J'^dwai d 
Sweetser,  Liz/.ic  li. 
Sweetsei-,  Fi'ank  H. 
Sykes,  Margaret  F. 

Townsond,  Jacol) 
Townscnd,  Xaiicy 
Troup,  Charles  A.  S. 
Trouit,  1^.  E. 
Tufts,  Charles  H. 
Tuits,  Emma  J^. 

I'nderwood,  Emily  S. 

^^'ales,  ]\Iary 
Walton,  Ann 
Walton,  Xancv 
Walt(»n,  OlivJr 
Walton,  Hannah  F. 
Walton,  E.  H. 
Walton,  Sarah  S. 
Walton,  Solon 
^VaIton,  Ann  Maria 
Walton,  Herbert  W. 
Walton,  Rebecca  T. 
^\'eed,  (ieorirc  C. 
White,  Sarah 
White,  Cvrus  N. 
Wiiite,  Ruth  P. 
Whift',  S.-lim  S. 
WInte,  Edson  W. 
White,  John  W. 
White,  Etta  .May 
Wliit«s  Nanov 
Willis.  Willi;"im'  H. 
AVilson,  Mai-garet  X. 
Wiii>I<.w,  Harvev  X. 


Whole  mem bt'i  ship  •J7;J. 
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PARISH  OFFICKT? 


you  the  year 
me:\ibers. 


ISTG,  AND  A  IJsT 


Jaines  F.  Emerson,  Secrclar)/. 
T.  J.  Skinner,  Treasurer. 


Georo^e  W.  Aljnrn. 


Assessors. 
J.  ('.  Ilartshurne, 


( I  rt'eiioiiiri 


Cmmnittce  on  Music. 
G.  II.  Ma(l<]ock.         T.  J.  Skinner,        N.  D.  Dcai  l.nn,. 


Collector,  G.  R.  Morrison. 


Auditor,  E.  E.  Kin»  rson. 


Members. 


Abbott,  Benj.  F. 
Abbott,  George 
Aborn,  George  W. 
Aborn,  Jr.hn  G. 
Aldrich,  B.  F.,  Jr. 
Allen,  Daniel 
Ames,  Azel,  Jr. 
Arrington,  G.  B. 
Arrington,  W.  M. 

Ballard,  William 
Beebe,  Lucius 
Blancliard.  Ste[)licn  K 
Bliss,  Charles  U. 
Boardman,  JC.  E. 
Boardman,  ?^I(vse- 
Boswell,  James  (). 
Britton,  Ricliard 
Burditt,  George 
Burditt,  Joseph 
Biirditt,  William 
Bnrrill,  A. 

Carey,  All)ert  ( 
Carey.  George  E. 
Carey,  Gihium 
Carpenter.  George  ( ). 
('hapman,  A.  \X . 
Clark.  J.  U. 
(."orey,  Chaili-  A. 
Cowdrey.  Jonas 
Cowdrey.  W .  E. 
Currier.  A.  A. 

Darling,  Da^  id  H. 
Davies.  David  E. 
Davis,  Charles 
Dearborn.  X.  D. 


I  Eaton,  Chester  W. 
I  Eaton,  Everett  W. 
!  Eaton,  Henry  L. 
I  Emerson,  E.  E. 
j  Emerson,  James  F. 
'  Emerson,  Tliomas 
i  Emerson,  Thomas  A. 
'  Evans,  Cliarles  A. 
i  Eustis,  James 
i 

I  Foster,  Aaron 

'  Godfrey,  Warren  H. 
j  Gowing,  G. 
I  Green,  Cliarles  AV. 
i  Greenougli,  Wm.  S. 

i 

I  Hamilton,  Samuel  iv 
;  Hanson,  :M.  E. 
!  Hart,  Abner  B. 
i  Hart,  Henry  J. 

Hartshorne,  flohn  F. 

Hartshorne.  Henry  ( i 
:  Hartshorne,  Jacob  <  ■. 

Haskell,  Henry,  Jr. 

Hawkes,  (ieo.  L. 

Hay  den,  Wm.  H. 

Howe,  James  W . 

Hubbard.  Addison 

Hunter,  N.  A. 

Hurt!,  Francis  V. 

Jordan,  ( 'harles 

Kendall,  (;.  W. 
;  Kilgore,  T.  W.  C. 

!  Lane,  D.  i'. 
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Linnel],  (leo. 

Savage,  J.  (i. 

Locke,  John  W. 

Sawver,  V .  A. 

Loring:,  G.  \V. 

Saw  tell.  W.  II. 

Shepard,  C.  II. 

Matldoek,  Geo.  U. 

Skinner.  T.  ,1. 

Marshall,  Alsou  L. 

Stearns.  C'luaic^  11 

:\rar>ton.  K.  II. 

Stowell.  U.-:U'har 

Miller,  I).  T. 

Stronu:-,  Kihv.ird  '1' 

Mitchell,  11.  'I. 

S\veets(!i-,  II.  N. 

Morrison,  (ieo.  ]i. 

Sweetser,  Mos(;.s 

Xewman.  J.  I-^'ank 

Tibijetts.  ( ieor"'('  !• 

jSTiehols,  Jaint's 

Tillson.  J.  G.  W. 

?N!chols,  Saniiii'l  il. 

Towle,  Joiialhan 

Xorcros.s,  Daniel 

Townseiid.  dacol) 

Tufts.  Gharh-s  11. 

Oliver,  I).  B. 

Oliver,  Ilen.ry 

Upton,  K.  A. 

Oliver,  Janie< 

Oliver,  J.  (i. 

Wade.  I'raiieis  F. 

1  Wallis,  T.  \l. 

Phelps,  Ilenrv 

Wnllon,  K.  11. 

Poland,  J.  Waiivn 

Walton,  Oliver 

Poole.  Alexander 

White.  Gvrns  X. 

Preston.  William  P. 

White,  d^hnW. 

Willis,  William  11. 

Richardson.  Charles  F. 

Wilev,  P.enjaniiii  1 

Wiley,  Francis  P. 

Savage,  (ieorge 

i 


i 


